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Health hazards on the 
dance floor 


I HE EYE 

Willard White opens 
at the ENO 


TODAY'S NEWS 


Holiday cancer threat 

A rapidly spreading blood cancer may well be linked 
to sunbathing, researchers have revealed. The 
cancer, called non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, first appears 
as a lump in the nedc armpit or groin. Three in ten 
of sufferers don’t survive, and a new “arias" of the 
most dangerous cancers shows that cases have risen 
by 40 per cent in the past decade. This has baffled 
scientists but they have spotted that it is paralleled 
by the rise in skin cancers, and is commoner in 
sunny counties of Britain. There are other possible 
explanations, including pollution from car exhausts, 
but sunlight has become the main suspect. 

Full story, page 3 

Drivers on drugs 

More chan 100,000 motorists may be driving 
under the influence of illegal drugs, according to a 
new survey. The police and the Government are to 
likely to try out roadside drug tests, after hearing 
that one-fifth of che people involved in the 465 road 
traffic deaths in the last II months had taken illegal 
drugs, mainly cannabis. 

Page 16 

Story of an ambush 

A Lebanese double-agent betrayed the dozen Israeli 
soldiers who were killed earlier this month in an 
ambush by Hizbollah guerrillas. Robert Fisk, our 
Middle East Correspondent, has discovered that the 
agent, using a map drawn by Hizbollah commanders, 
led the Israelis into a grove of orange and lemon 
trees which had been booby-trapped with mines. 
There they were slaughtered. 

The double-agent, in his mid-thirties, had been 
working for Israel since 1992 and his cousin was a 
prisoner in an Israeli jail. But it seems that Hizbollah 
has been steadily breaking the Israeli army of 
collaborators - now with deadly results. 

On page 15 Fisk tells the inside story of the most 
carefully laid ambush in Lebanese guerrilla history. 

Mothers get jobs 

Ministers are delighted by what they claim Is the 
sensational success of their drive to find jobs for 
single mothers. In an exclusive interview, Harriet 
Harman, the Social Security Secretary, told us that, 
under a demonstration project, 180 lone mothers 
out of 1,000 seen had been helped into work after 
only one interview. The high hit-rate matters 
because the scheme could become a model for 
Labour’s planned reform of much more of the 
welfare state. 

Page 9 


SEEN & HEARD 

The Islamic government in the Malaysian state of 
Kftiaman has banned total darkness in cinemas and 
ordered lighting to be kept on during films to 
^jjcowqge audience members from canoodling in 
the back row. 

If we can watch television at home with the 
lights on," said chief minister Nik Abdul Aziz Nik 
Mat, "then why not in cinemas?" 


This bomb was meant to wrefck 
the Irish peace talks. It will fail. 




The clearing up operation beginning in MarkethHl yesterday after a bomb attack, probably by repubfican dissidents. Several people were treated for shock Photograph: David Rose 


A 4001b bomb in Ulster, 
probably planted by an 
IRA splinter group, 
caused substantial 
damage in a small town. 

But as David Md<attnck 1 
Ireland Correspondent, 
writes. It is unlikely to 
derail the delicate peace 
talks now getting under 
way. 


The Northern Ireland peace 
process last night appeared to 
have absorbed tbc disruptive 
political shockwave generated 
by a major bomb attack on the 
Co Armagh town of MaikethilL 

The bombing, which caused 
extensive damage but no in- 
juries on the town’s market day, 
was viewed as a deliberate at- 
tempt by republican dissidents 
to wreck the talks process. The 
IRA denied involvement. 

The explosion had an almost 

instantaneous political effect in 
that at the last moment the Ul- 
ster Unionist party dropped a 
plan to enter the Stormont 
talks, where Sinn Fein are al- 
ready ensconced. 

Last night, however, the 
signs were that tbc party’s en- 
try into talks had been post- 
poned raLbcr than abandoned. 
Most of the participants predict 
that the party will gp in this 
week, possibly as early as today, 

thus involving Unionists and re- 
publicans in the same process 
for the first time ever. 

But the bombing served no- 
tice that paramilitary violence, 
which has almost disappeared 
in recent weeks, may continue 
to be a feature of the soene. It 
also created controversy as to 
whether the mainstream re- 
publican movement could have 
had a hand in the bomb. 

The device went off in a van 
shortly before noon in the 


largely Protestant town, caus- 
ing substantial damage to the 
local RUC station as well as 
business premises and houses. 
Security forces later indicated 
it was a huge device containing 
up to 4001b of explosives. 

A haif-hour telephone 
warning call to the BBC gave 
police time to dear the area and 
there were no injuries, though 
several people received treat- 
ment for shock. The warning 
caH did not rite a codeword and 
did not mention which organ- 
isation had planted the bomb. 

The RUC Chief Constable, 
Ronnie Flanagan, described it 
as an attack carried out with to- 


smpption of violence by the 
IRA without (claiming) re- 
sponsibility.” 

His comments reflect the be- 
lief, widespread in the Union- 
ist community, that the attack 
must have involved the IRA ei- 
ther directly or indirectly. They 
suspect that the breakaway 
“Continuity army council”, 
which may have been respon- 
sible, operates in effect under 
licence from the IRA. 

But others, including secu- 
rity sources both north and 
south of the border, do not sub- 
scribe to the belief that the CAC 
operates under the IRAs covert 
blessing. The CAC has carried 
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tal disregard for the safety of 
people attending the market 
and of local scboolchildren. 

Just before noon the Ulster 
Unionist Party had let it be 
known that some of its repre- 
sentatives would arrive at the 
talks between two and three 
o’clock. This plan was hur- 
riedly changed, with party 
leader David Trimble and oth- 
ers travelling instead to Mar- 
kethill to survey the damage. 

Surrounded by wreckage, 
the Ulster Unionist leader said 
the circumstances of the attack 
led him to conclude “that there 
is a high level of probability that 
this was the action of the IRA. 
This merely confirms the warn- 
ing which we gave on Saturday 
that there would be a limited re- 
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out a number of bombing at- 
tacks in- recent years: most 
have failed, though just over a 
year ago a large bomb at a Fer- 
managh hotel caused a similar 
scene of devastation. 

Both security and republican 
sources insist the CAC is not 
some unacknowledged wing of 
the IRA but a completely sep- 
arate organisation which re- 
gards Sinn Fein as being so soft 
as to be traitors to the purist re- 
publican cause. It is regarded - 
as occasionally dangerousbuf 
incapable of carrying on any 
sustained campaign of violence. 

Within hours of the explo- 
sion Mr TKmble despatched a 
tetter to the talks chairman, for- 
mer US Senator George 
Mitdrcll, calling for the expul- 


sion of Sinn Fein from the 
talks, citing both the bomb at- 
tack and recent comments by an 
IRA spokesman. Sinn Fein ne- 
gotiator Gerry Kelly said yes- 
terday that the bombing was 
“regrettable and very disap- 
pointing,” but declined invita- 
tions to express condemnation 
of the bombing. 

Inside the talks the British 
and Irish governments, anxious 
to make progress, are working 
on a procedural motion which 
would have the effect of “park- 
ing” the vexed issue of arms de- 
commissioning and moving 
almost directly into substantive 
negotiations. The Secretary of 
State for Northern Ireland, Mo 
Mowlam, said: “This attack may 
well have been a deliberate at- 
tempt to sabotage the talks 
process: We must not let it suc- 
ceed * Senator Mftchefl described 
it as “an effort to blow up not 
just a police station but also the 
talks process. It cannot be per- 
mitted to succeed." 

But Peter Robinson MP, 
keeping up the Democratic 
Unionist party’s sustained at- 
tack on the Ulster Unionists, 
declared: “The dreadful irony 
of Mr Trimble and his minions 
submissively creeping towards 
the door of the Stormont talks 
and diverting away, at least tem- 
porarily, because of this bomb- 
ing will not be lost on the 
Unionist electorate.” And omi- 
nously the Loyalist Volunteer 
Force, a dissident group who 
are in effect the equivalent of 
the CAC, warned: “The LVF 
will step up attacks in response 
to this bombing. No Unionist 
worth his salt would sit In these 
talks with Sinn FeinflRA.” 
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V INDEX 

S/EDUCATION 

Ministers want to step in and run Hackney schools because they believe 
the London borough is making a mess of the job. We talk to a mother 
who has seen her child suffer. 

7/DIETING DANGERS 

United States authorities have triggered a global of two dieting drugs. 

David Usbome in New York looks at a country where obesity is rife. 

8/PAY PRESSURES 

Ibny Blair will take only a small proportion of a £41,000 rise, as pay pres- 
sures from teachers, nurses and doctors start to build. 

9/POLITICS 

Harriet Harman tells The Independent in an interview how she plans to 
help single mothers come off state benefit and return to work. 

11/DESPATCHES 

Men and women may serve together in the US military, but it does not 
mean that they have to get on. John Carlin draws some broader lessons 
for American society. 

13/REFORMING JAPAN 

Japan's Elvis lookalike Prime Minister wanted to shake up the country’s 
hidebound bureaucracy. But he has found himself as trapped by tradi- 
tion as every other leader. 

15/ISRAEL 

Robert Fisk discovers that Israel’s military disast er in south Lebanon was 
caused by a double agent who lured soldiers into a Hizbollah trap. 

19/FASHION 

Key looks this autumn that started on the catwalk and are now available 
at a High Street store near you. 

20/THEATRE 

David Benedict interviews Richard Eyre as he takes his final bow as artis- 
tic director of the National Theatre. 

22-23/LEADERS & COMMENT 

Hamisb McRae canvasses ideas for what should go in the Mille nnium 
Dome, prompted by a recent debate hosted by The Independent. 

24-28/BUSINESS 

Is there anything you can't do at a supermarket checkout? Now, at Tesco, 
you can bank there too. 

29-32/SPORT 

Clive Woodward appointment as the new coach of the England Rugby 
Union team was confirmed yesterday. Chris Hewett profiles a maverick 
Of the sport. 


EYE ON WEDNESDAY, 

In our new tabloid arts and entertainments guide you will find Willar d 
White opening at the English National Opera in The Flying Dutc hman, 
reviews of Opera North’s^idu, Primal Scream in the East End, and Wa- 
terloo Sunset, a book by Ray Davies of the Kinks. Tom Sutcliffe's TV re- 
view is on page 3, and TV listings on the back. Weather is on page 10. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43.6% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
fo the fbst half of 1996 


PEOPLE UPDATE 



Bodyguard who survived Diana crash is 
conscious and able to communicate 


Trevor Rees-Jones, the sole 
survivor of the car crash which 
killed Diana, Princess of Wales, 
has regained full consciousness 
and “can c ommunica te’', it was 
announced yesterday. 

Mr Rees-Jones, 29, (above) 
a bodyguard employed by the 
al-Fayed family, suffered severe 
facial and lung injuries and less 
serious head injuries in the 
accident two weeks ago. French 
investigators have been waiting 
anxiously to qnestion him on 
the sequence of events leading 
to the crash, which also killed 
his employer, Dodi Fayed, and 
the driver, Henri Paul. 

A statement yesterday by 
the doctor treating him said 
that his condition was “much 

Yeltsin’s wife 
takes on new 
role as TV boss 

Naina Yeltsin has always stuck 
cosily to tbe stereotypical role that 
best suits her husband's political 
interests. Most Russians know her 
only as a twinkle-eyed grand- 
mother who; bakes cakes and 
cuddles babies. But now she has 
a new job. 

Mrs Yeltsin (right) is to co- 
chair the board of one of the Rus- 
sian president’s pet projects - a 
government televirion channel 
which will promote Russian 
culture in the face of an on- 
slaught of low-brow television 
from the West- 

Great tranches of air time that 
was formerly strictly controlled 
have fallen to soap operas, 
dubbed Hollywood movies, and 
talk shows. Now, however, under 
a presidential decree. Culture 


improved". He had been 
removed from a ventilator, was 
“perfectly conscious*' and could 
communicate. 

It remains undear whether 
Mr Rees-Jones has yet regained 
his speech. His jaw and tongue 
were badly damaged in the 
accident but earlier reports that 
his tongue was severed have 
been denied. The former 
paratrooper underwent exten- 
sive surgery to rebuild his face 
on 4 September. 

Sources in the investigation 
told tbe French press this week 
that they did not expect to 
interview Mr Rees-Jones for 
several weeks. The sources said 
that until then, they would ask 
his family to limit discussioa of 



TV is to replace St Petersburg's 
national network, Channel 5. 

It has not escaped the notioe 
of Mr Yeltsin's opponents that this 
means that the federal govern- 
ment has increased its control over 
Moscow-based national channels 
from two to three. 

Mr Yeltsin has said he won’t 
be running a gain. But his media 
firepower will still be very useful, 
when it comes to anointing the 
Kremlin's next occupant 

— PhU Reeves, Moscow 


the acddent with him to 
preserve his own recollections 
as dearly as possible. 

The funeral of the driver of 
the car, Henri Paul 41, will 
take place near Lorient in 
Brittany on Saturday. His 
family had wanted to cremate 
his remains but they have been 
ordered to bury him, for the 
time being, in case further tests 
are needed. 

• The BBC’s coverage of the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales, was preferred by viewers 
over that of 1TV according to 
figures released yesterday. The 
BBC received 19.29m viewers 
for its programme compared 
with ITVs 11.71m. 

— John Ltchfieicf, Boris 

Policewoman 
in job fight 

A rookie policewoman who 
found herself in trouble for 
wearing bright pink lipstick with 
her uniform admitted yesterday 
that she bad found it difficult to 
obey orders. 

But American-born Tamara 
Berton, 50 - who is planning 
racial discrimination and unfair 
dismissal from the Metropolitan 
Police - said she eventually 
learnt to live with the discipline 
of being a police officer. 

An industrial tribunal in 
Croydon was told that a report 
on her progress during her pro- 
bationary period bad conclud- 
ed: “She appears at Limes to be 
a square peg in a round bole. 
Attempts to make her a round 
peg are seen as attacks, ft is 
more like trying to interview a 
suspect,” 

The hearing continues today. 


SOCIETY 

Old people made homeless by fear 

Domestic violence is a key cause of growing homelessness among the c\~ 

. derly, according to new researcb. 

. , Nearly two-thirds of old people living on the streets or in night she!.- ( 

tears h^re been ejected from their homes as a result of marital disputes 
■■ or family breakdown, and a third have been unable to keep up payments j j 
on th£irhome after loring their job or retiring, a report published by the 
Policy Press says. The report, Older people and homelessness, a story ot 9 
&eed violence, conflict and ruin, by Derek Hawes, lecturer in housing at 4 
the University of Bristol, says that official figures fail to reflect the extent . j j 
of tbe problem. “I was astounded by the number of cases in which vio-- jl 
lence drives people out of their homes. Granny bashing and fights be- • 
tween partners appears to be rife.” — Jeremy Laurence Health Editor 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Personality ‘reflected in car colour' 


Choke of car colour says more about someone's personality than the dothes 
they wear or the house they live in, according to a survey yesterday. 

Research carried out by the RAC found that owners of pastel-colour 
cars were eight times more likely to suffer from depression iban people 
with bright coloured cars, while drivers of white cars were distant and aloof. 

The survey found owners of silver or metallic blue cars were the hap- 
piest drivers on the road, while owners of cars in the newer pastel colours 
of lilac and lime were twice as likely to be the victims of road rage. On 
average they were ill three more days per year than other motorists. 

Psychologist Conrad King said: “Drivers may think that they are co- 
cooned when they are behind the wheel of their car but in reality their 
choice of car colour sends a dear signal to other motorists. A poor choice 
in car colour for pastel car owners mimics a number of other poor life 
chokes which, in turn can lead to more stress and depression. The colour 
of the car can be a symptom of an underlying personality problem ... Colour 
preferences can indicate a definite psychosocial pecking order on the roads, 
with the owners of black and red cars struggling for dominant position.” 

HEALTH 

Scots urged to switch lifestyle 

Scots need to improve their diet, cut out cigarette smoking and take more 
exercise If the nation is to ditch its rep- 
utation -crudely caricatured by the tele- 
virion character Rab C Nesbitt (right) 

- as one of the unheal tbiest in Europe, 
a report said yesterday. 

Heart disease and cancer remain the 
country's major killers, each accounting 
for a quarter of all deaths, according to 
the annual report of chief medical offi- 
cer for Scotland Sir David Carter. At a 
press conference in Edinburgh, Sir 
David hinted strongly that the Govern- 
ment has resolved to tackle head-on the deprivation which results in the 
less affluent bearing a greater burden of physical and mental disease, j 

A Green Paper on public health is to be published later this year, and 
Sir David said one of the options being considered by Scottish Office civ- 
il servants was for it to concentrate on heart disease and cancer and how 
all public authorities could workrogetterOft-alleviate the. problem. 

Sr David said: “Tbe main message 1 have is - yes. some grounds for 
encouragement but no cause for complacency. It's difficult amTunreaF 
istic to see health in isolation. It has to be. seen in the context of the life 
of the Scottish people and the envffion&etjl in which they Jjye.Ttfc think 
I see major opportunities for the public to improve their own situation.” 

EMPLOYMENT ; 

Jobless join skills revolution 



The Government's belief that higher skills mean lower unemployment is 
called into question today by the London School of Economics. 

Writing in the Employment Policy Institute's Employment Audit jour- 
nal Peter Robinson of LSE’s Centre for Economic Performance shows 
bow people on the dole have become better qualified over the last 20 years. 
In 1979, some 59 per cent of the unemployed in Britain had no qualifi- 
cations, while by 1996 that figure had dropped by more than half to around 
29 per cent. In the same issue however it is reported that there is a strong 
link between high educational attainment and high levels of pay. 

— Borne Clement, Labour Editor 
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Sunbathing is twice as dangerous as we thought 


Sunbathing may cause 
more than twice as 
ihany life-threatening 
cancers as previously 
suspected, scientists 
disclosed yesterday. 

Our propensity to 
toast ourselves on the 
beach could be (inked 
with the 40 per cent rise 
in the blood cancer, non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, as 
well as the increase in 
skin cancer. 

Jeremy Laurence, Health 
Editor, reports. 


At the present rate of increase, 
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma is 
set to became the third or 
fourth most common cancer by 
2010. An atlas displaying the ge- 
ographical distribution of 
leukaemias and other blood 
cancers, published yesterday, 
shows that cases have risen 40 
per cent in Lhe last decade. 

The cause of the rise has baf- 
fled scientists but it has paral- 
leled the increase in melanoma. 
There are 4,000 new cases of 
melanoma a year and 5,000 new 
cases of non-Hodgkin's lym- 
phoma. Both diseases are com- 
moner in the sunnier counties 
of Cornwall. Devon and Som- 
erset than in the north. The 
same pattern is seen in Europe, 
America and Australia. 

Increasing affluence and the 
trend to take holidays in the sun 
are believed to be behind the 
rise in both cancers. The effects 
of global wanning and thinning 
of the ozone layer are expect- 
ed to increase the incidence of 


Sunny side up: Blood and skin cancers are more common in warmer counties such as Devon, Cornwall and Somerset than in the North 


cancers caused by sunlight by 10 
per cent over the next 50 years. 

Professor Ray Cartwright, di- 
rector of the Leukaemia Re- 
search Fund centre for clinical 
epidemiology at Leeds Uni- 
versity, said: "Increasing expo- 


sure to sunlight is my favourite 
hypothesis for the rise in non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. People 
who get skin cancer also get 
more lymphomas. Farmers who 
are out in the sun more get 
more of both diseases. Darker 


skinned people are protected 
against them." 

“We know from work on 
sunbeds that exposure to them 
takes away some of the immune 
properties of the white blood 
cells. It is stfll a hypothesis but 


if it is true it means there are 
simple public health measures 
we can take, such as telling peo- 
ple to cover up in the sun." 

Professor Cartwright said 
other explanations were 
increasing poll u tion from cars, 


which would be much harder to 
control, and changing use of an- 
tibiotics over the past 50 years 
which may have affected peo- 
ple’s immuni ty and changed 
the nature of the infections to 
which they are exposed. 


Photograph: Alex Lentati 


The first sign of lymphoma, 
which is a cancer of the lymph 
glands, is a lump in the neck, 
armpit or groin. At a later stage 
the cancer affects the liver, 
spleen and bone marrow and ul- 
timately causes bone marrow 


failure when it ceases to pro- 
duce new blood cells* Treatment 
is by radiotherapy and 
chemotherapy and 70 per cent 
of patients survive five years. 

The atlas and handbook giv- 
ing guidance on the investiga- 
tion of leukaemia “dustere”, 
pub lishe d by the Leukaemia Re- 
search Fund, provide the most 
comprehensive picture of all 
that is known about one of the 
most feared cancers. It focuses 
on two areas, the North and the 

South-west, and is based on 
27,000 cases of the diseases 
from 1984-93. 

Leukaemia is perceived to be 
a disease of childhood because 
one type, acute lymphoblastic 
leukaemia, peaks in the under- 
20s and there are fears that it 
may be linked with exposure to 
radiation from nuclear power 
stations or overhead electrici- 
ty cables. In fact, there is little 
evidence of either link and 
leukaemia affects ten times 
more adults than children. 

Dr David Grant, scientific 
director of the fund, said the 
failure to pinpoint the causes of 
leukaemia was “one of the most 
distressing unanswered ques- 
tions" for patients and their 
families which the atlas would 
help tackle. The answer was 
likely to be a combination of ge- 
netic, environmental, lifestyle 
and occupational factors. “The 
pattern of the diseases over the 
country, the differences be- 
tween the sexes - blood cancers 
are more common in men, es- 
pecially after age 50 - and be- 
tween age groups, could 
provide dues to their causes," 
he said. 

In some blood cancers, such 
as Hodgkin’s disease, there was 
likely to be an infectious cause. 



Fleapits fight to survive in new age of the cinema 


Flashback to the Forties: Children at a Saturday morning 
matinee hi a town-centre cinema Hutton Getty 


The number of multiplex 
cinemas has surged from 
.twin 1985 to 79,. 
apparently heralding the 
death of traditional . 
town-centre cinema. But 
industry experts say 
there is still a strong ' 
demand for the local — 
as long as it moves away 
from its ‘fleapit’ image. 
Jajo Mayes reports. 


Anyone over the age of 25 can 
remember a time their local 
“fleapit” - complete with strop- 
py ushers, stale popcorn and all- 
important back row - formed 
the focus of a Saturday night 
out. 

The news that ABC one of 
the town-centre cinema’s great- 
est defenders, was selling more 


than 20 locals appeared to 
sound a death-knell for a Great 
British institution. ' — 

The company blamed its de- 
cision on local councils for al- 
lowing large, ont-of-town 
cinemas to be built - but ad- 
mitted that proceeds from the 
sale would be reinvested in its 
own multiplex developments. 

Tbe rise of the multiplex, de- 
fined as a new cinema with five 
or more screens, now seems al- 
most unstoppable. Since its 
arrival in 1985, massive invest- 
ment from organisations such as 
\%racr Village, Virgin, UCI 
and the Australian entertain- 
ment giant Village Roadshow 
has swollen its numbers from 
2 to 79 (with 706 screens). 

Now industry analysts expect 
record growth for 1997, with a 
further 30 multiplex openings, 
accounting for 293 new screens. 

Sheffield, if all planned de- 
velopment goes ahead, will 


boast 79 cinema screens at just 
five sites- one screen for every 
7,000 inhabitants. 

The rise is linked to a surge 
in cinema audiences, after a 
long period of decline. Latest 
figures from the British Film In- 
stitute show a 1995 figure of 114 
million admissions from 54 mil- 
lion in 1984 (although still a long 
way from the 1945 figure of 
1,595 million). 

According to John WOkm- 
son, chief executive of the Cin- 
emas Exhibitors’ Association, 
the popularity of multiplexes 
can be explained by a number 
of factors. 

“There are problems at 
some traditional sites: public 
transport is so bad and people 
like to use their car, and, there 
is a general movement of peo- 
ple away’ from town centres... 
some people even stopped go- 
ing to the “local fleapit* because 
it wasn’t as warm as being at 


UK SITES AND SCREENS 


Year 

Total sites 

Total screens 

1984 

660 

1.271 

1985 

663 

1.251 

1986 

660 

1,249 

1987 

648 

1215 

1988 

699 

(.416 

1989 

719 

1.559 

1990 

737 

1.685 

199! 

724 

1,789 

(992 

735 

1.845 

1993 

723 

1,890 

1994 

734 

1.969 

1995 

743 

2,019 


Ssmx: Screen Fkmoe 

borne,” be said- But their 
growth has not been welcomed 
by everyone. Tbe CPRE, for ex- 
ample, issued a recent report 
highlighting out-of-town de- 
velopments which could only be 
reached by car, including multi- 
plex cinemas. The council said 


the deliberate disregard of 
guidelines was “creating a future 
of traffic jams and suburban 
sprawl which wiU cost the coun- 
tryside dearly”. 

And according to research 
conducted by the brand devel- 
opers Wolff Olins, tbe key. 


younger cinema-goers find 
some multiplexes soulless and 
clinical places and actually 
prefer the town centre. - 

Mr Wilkinson stressed yes- 
terday that there was plenty of 
room for the local town centre 
cinema to flourish - as long as 
it learnt to adapt to customers' 
requirements. 

He pointed to small inde- 
pendents which had flourished 
by proriding the land of com- 
fort and entertainment that the 
customer wants. “It’s about re- 
sponding to local demand... 
There’s definitely room for 
both." 

One such example is the 
Screen group of six indepen- 
dent, town-centre onemas. It re- 
cently opened the Screen At 
Winchester in a Grade II list- 
ed chapel, and plans to contin- 
ue its “slow and careful” 
expansion of one and two 
screen cinemas. 


National Savings, Freepost BJ2092, Blackpool, FY39XR 
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British climber 
dies on Mont Blanc 

A British climber has died in an avalanche 
on the treacherous mountain Mont Blanc, 
French police disclosed veslerdayday, AJ- 
iMair Crookes. 39. of Castle Bjytham, Lin- 
colnshire. was one of a ris e-person British 
team attempting an ascent of the so-CaBed 
“cursed mountain'' on Monday morning 

Three of his companions were slightly 
injured and were treated at nearby Cha- 
monix hospital after being airlifted from the 
mountain by helicopter, while the fifth 
climber escaped unhurt, said a spokesman 
for Chamonix mountain police. 

Mr Cnxikcs is at least the third British 
climber iodic on Mont Blanc this summer. 

Mr Crookes's party came to grief at a 
height of about 10.500 feel on the Grand 
Mallet route up the 15.&00 feet peak. 

Couple’s agony 

The father of two children with a rare and 
tatal genetic disorder spoke last night of the 
"agonising" decision he and his wife have 
made not lu let them suffer more treatment. 

Rhys Daniels, six. was the first child in 
liic world to have two bone marrow trans- 
plants in a hid to cure the Batten's Disease. 
His nine-year-old sister Churly also suffers 
Jrom the metabolic disorder which causes 
blindness, dementia and immobility, and 
kills mosl children by the age of 10. Rhys 
is confined to a wheelchair and is totally 
blind. His sister can no longer communi- 
cate and is unaware of her surrounding. 

Yesterday their father Bony, 39. told 
how he and his wife Carmen decided to let 
their children die in peace at home in Ep- 
pmp. Essex. He said: "We have decided that 
when Rhys, and Charly next fall ill or get 
an infection we don't want them being 
rushed to hospital and having needles and 
tubes stuck in them. We want them here 
at home where we can soak them up in our 
Ime and let them die peacefully.’' 

Farmer defeated 

Ramble rs w ere celebrating yesterday after 
a farmer who Mucked rights of way with 
electric fencing and u manure heap was giv- 
en a £4.000 court bill. 

John Gooderhum, 5b. was fined £500 
and ordered to pay £3,500 costs after be- 
ing found guilty of two charges of ob- 
structing rights of way on his farm near 
Siuwmatkel. Suffolk. Magistrates at Buty 
St Edmunds decided he had “flagrantly dis- 
regarded the rights ot countryside users". 

fhe Ramblers Association hailed the 
ruling as “significant". 



Athletes fall 75% - 

more drugs tests 

More British athletes titan ever are felling 
steroid drug tests, the Sports Council of the 
United Kingdom said yesterday. It said 
there had been a 75 per cent increase m : 

the number of failed tests for musde-build- 
ing anabdbc drugs- - 

anti-doping at the Sports Council, told BBC 
Radio 4’s Today programme that the aum-. 
berof steroid cases had increased over the 
last year from 15 to 27 cases of aaaboli^ 
steroids, ptfamigh the total number of dru£j 



Principal player: Tony Blair and his wife, Cherie, being greeted by well-wishers in Wrexham, North Wales, yesterday 
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Blair confident of a yes in Wales 


Tony Blair made Ms third 
visit to Wales during the 
referendum campaign, 
saying he was confident the 
Principality will vote Yes 
tomorrow. The Prime 
Minister was in Wrexham 
and Deeside, seeking to 
bolster the Yes vote in a 
part of the Principality 
usually regarded as more 
‘devo-sceptic’ than South 
Wales. Tony Heath reports. 


If the voters show a fraction of 
the enthusiasm which greeted 
the Blairs in North Wales yes- 
terday . then the year 2000 will 
sue an elected bodv take office 
m Cardiff. 


Mr Blair greeted with ap- 
plause and cheers as he passed 
through crowds in Wrexham's 
shopping centre. Scores of “Vbte 
Yes" posters were held aloft. 
“We love you Tony," was the 
message painted on a piece of 
cardboard by nine-year-old Dee 
Williams. 

Her mother. Veronica, said 
proudly: “Everyone round here 
is for an assembly - and Mr Blair 
of course.*’ 

The Prime Minister started 
his walkabout in Hope Street - 
and hopes arc on the rise as a 
result of his visiL 

Steve Reeves, an electrician, 
has just turned 18 and is eligi- 
ble to vote far the first time. "It's 
going to be a vote for an as- 


sembly and a vote for Wales. We 
are big enough to take respon- 
sibility for things that affect us 
here," he declared. 

Gareth Thomas, one of a 
dutch of MPs on parade, oust- 
ed the junior Welsh Office min- 
ister Rod Richards in Qwyd 
West on I May. A hardened 
campaigner, Mr Thomas com- 
mented: “It’s a very tough fight 
in North Wales, where there’s a 
tendency to look to England just 
10 miles down the road." 

liberal Democrat peer Lord 
Thomas of Gresford was bom 
and raised in Wrexham. As the 
prime ministerial convoy gath- 
ered he sakt “I canT imagine any 
other prime minister receiving 
the son of reception Mr Blair is 


getting." The Welsh Secretary, 
Ron Davies, who buzzes round 
Whies with undiminished ener- 
gy, looked pleased. 

“As the campaign intensifies 
it is dear that the case far a ’Yes’ 
vote is getting through' but 
there’s still a lot to do and there 
can be no complacency.*’ 

Earlier the party toured the 
Tbyota engine factory on Dee- 
side and took a tea-break with 
shop-floor staff. 

The factory celebrated its 
fifth birthday this month and is 
something of a model of the new 
Wales, where hi-tech industries 
and sleek production lines are 
on a rofl. 

In the five years it has pro- 
duced 360,000 engines to pow- 


er cars made at Bumaston, in 
Derbyshire, and in Turkey. Such 
developments are seen as a 
promise of tbe glowing future far 
a devolved Wales. 

Mr Btairh visit came as polls 
showed the Welsh likely to vote 
“Yes” - Jbut. with a rignificant 
number stift to decide which way 
to jump. 

A poll for HTV puts support 
for an assembly at 37 per cent, 
with 29 per cent agjgmBiaad 34 
percent imdctided^ •■r _ 

That is something of a^htnt 
around from the 1979. St Dsivitf^ 
Dty referendum, when devolu- 
tion was rejected by 4-1. Even so. 
the dichfi "Everything to play 
for” hangs taniafisnqjly in the 
Welsh air. 


Rail companies fined £250,000 for failing to answer 750,000 telephone calls in a month 


Tr.uu companies are to he lined 
i25i'.iHXl for failing to answer 15 
per cent of calls from passengers 
;n tour weeks using the telephone 
:::ipjir> semce. the rail regulator 
s.nJ \esietday. 

Vs revealed exclusively in Tlw 
tuinu. nearly ?50.tMI0 calls 
« i ni.ii iMA crcd in the month un 

•L i vrulim In John Suitt, the rail 


regulator. This low level of re- 
sponse immediately triggered the 
penalty payments. 

Mr Swift instigated the investi- 
gation after the service failed to an- 
swer on per cent of calls to the 
National Rail Inquiry Service. 

Ivor Warhurlon. the chairman 
of the .Association ot Train Oper- 
ating Companies, which runs the 


service, blamed heavier- than- ex- 
pected demand before the August 
hank holiday, and said the target 
had been met, but one week tate. 

“We are one week late achiev- 
ing the target w-c set out in March 
this year, to answ er 90 per cent of 
nil calk, to answer them faster, and 
to have a new- information system." 

He said the serv ice cost £3 mil 


every four weeks. The number of 
staff answering the calls had in- 
creased from about 1,100 to 1,700. 

Mr Swift said found it “deeply 
disturbing" that people were get- 
ting inaccurate information to the 
extent it was being reported. 
He added that he would be taking 
that issue up with the rail 
operators. The fines would be is- 


sued automatically once British 
Telecom, which had been moni- 
toring the calls' success rate, had 
confirmed the performance in the 
fourth week. 

Mr Swift said that callers who 
were not answered, or who en- 
countered the engaged tone, 
counted as failed calls. He said the 
operators had promised to reach 


a 90 percent target eariy this year. 
“They said they would be there in 
June, then July, then in August, hr 
the end I said, ‘Enough is enough 
and we have to issue the final or- 
der'. When 1 hear Mr Warburton 
say that they are only one week late. 
I cannot agree with bun." 

— RondcefyRamesh 


laings uau i rai i tf iiiw jjy***y- ^ 

She the finding s showed that some: 
people appeared to be misusing drugs eveH 
on the day of a competition. If athletes fell 
they could take the drugs because of an in- 
sufficient testing programme, sport must 
look carefully at deterrents, she said. 

“If we are reducing penalties, as appears 
to be the trend, then the sports federations 
may have to ask their athletes what really 

wiD stop this misuse among the few." 

She said athletes appeared to want those 
who misused drugs to be thrown out of 

sport. ■ • 

The Sports Council wanted to ask top 
sports governing bodies about the problem: 
“It’s going to be a difficult matter for samg 
of them because they feel under great pres- 
sure from abroad, where we have seen, cei; 
ta fnty fa Germany, civil legislator 
restricting the length of bans. But in . 
country we have seen the greatest c 

mitment for drug-free sport, so why not?f 

Ms Verrokeu said that when all Britain^ 
otym pjr: athl etes were tested before the At- 
lanta Games last year, the results were 100 
per cent negative. 

Burma arrest 

A young Briton was arrested in Burma af- 
ter handcuffing himself to the gates of a high 
school in the capital Rangoon, and shout- 
ing democracy slogans. 

James Mawdsley, 24, was cut free bypo- .. . 
lice and taken in for questioning and., 
troops were then brought in as he handed 
ont leaflets, shouted slogans and spray- 
painted the Burmese word for “love and 
kindness " on the school wall 

His one-man protest took place on the - 
eve of the anniversary of the current mil- 
itary regime taking power on 18 Septem- 
ber 1988 and crushing a pro-democracy . 
uprising. 

Although the demonstration caused 
little commotion as uniformed and plain- 
clothes policemen kept jrassersby on the 
other side of the-street, it was unprece- 
dented in Burma, where the authorities 
keep atighltid on dissent The Foreign Of- 
fice was holding urgent talks with the 
Burmese authorities last night. 

Little public dissent has been seen in the 
Streets of Rangoon since last December, 
when thousands of students demanding 
greater rivfl liberties took to the streets. Uni- 
versity classes have been suspended since 
then. Aung San Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991 .. 
Nobel Peace Prize, has not spoken in pub- . .. 
lie since a government-controlled mob at- " * 
tacked her car last November and is largely ’ 
confined to her house. 

Burma has been ruled by the military ' 
since 1962. 

— Kate Watson-Smyth . 
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Government to advertise for UK’s human rights judge in Europe 


Thu Government is to break 
with time-honoured tradition by 
advertising far candidates to 511 
a senior judicial postion, as the 
UK's judge on the European 
Court of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. 

Adverts will appear m a na- 
tional broadsheet and the legal 


press this week in a bid to 
widen the field of passible con- 
tenders for the post in the new, 
fail- tim e, single human rights 
court, which will replace the 
part-time European Commis- 
sion for Human Rights and 
European Court of Human 
Rights next year. 


It is the first time that any se- 
nior judge has been sought 
through the situations vacant 
columns. The Foreign Office 
said the move was in hoc with 
the Government’s policy of 
“encouraging openness in gov- 
ernment business". 

Any form of advertising for 


high judicial office is a major 
departure from the current ul- 
tra-secretive method of re- 
cruitment, which relies on 
confidential “soundings" by the 
Lord Chancellor among exist- 
ing judges and senior lawyers. 

But the reforms of the Stras- 
bourg machinery mean that 


while the judicial post will be- 
come full-time and more pres- 
tigious, the holder must be 
prepared to make Strasbourg 
his or her principal place of 
residence. 

The Foreign Office must 
come up with a shortlist of 
three candidates 
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RELAX 

Saga’s got it covered 

If you are aged 50 or over, you could 
protect your home and contents for 
less with Saga Home Insurance. 

Saga Home Insurance 
can offer you genuint 
savings over other 
policies while giving 
you cover that folly 
protects your home and 
possessions. Combined 
with first rote claims 
and customer service, it 
is no wonder that almost 
400JD0U people insure 
their homes with us. 


Call us FREE today. 


For a free no obligation 
quote simply call us 
with all relevant details, 
on the number below. 

Saga Price Promise 

For New Customers 

If you find another 
comarable policy at a 
lower price within 2 
months of raking out 
Saga Home Insurance, 
we will refund you the 
difference. 


■Zrwaanarfn, 


0800 414 525 

Quoting reference 
ED9707 


IMSUKANCI SERVICES 


Lines open Monday to Friday 830am - 7pm. 
Saturday 9am - i pm 
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Schools hit squad prepares to move on Hackney 
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An inspectors' report on 
Hackney local education 
authority in London to 
be published tomorrow 
will be highly critical. 

Ministers will take 
powers to take over 
failing education 
authorities in this 
autumns Education Bill 
but they do not have 
them yet. What can they 
do? Judith Judd and Lucy 
Ward examine the 
options. 
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Burbage Primary School in Hoxton where parents are unhappy with the education their children are receiving 

‘You don’t know where to turn’ 


Photograph: Peter Macdtarmid 


A team of three or four experts 
appointed by the Government 
is expected to be drafted into 
Hackney to sort out the strug- 
gling north-east London 
authority. 

Ministers were last night 
still wrestling with details of 
what powers the team, which 
would include officers from 
other local authorities, would 
have. They are hoping a chief 
education officer, present or re- 
tired, might head the group. 

The Government wants to 
portray the team as a hit squad 
to prove it is showing ‘'zero tol- 
erance" of educational failure. 
It acknowledges, however, that 
any intervention would need to 
be accepted by Hackney. 


The main precedent is that 
of Caldeidale, the Wfcst. York- 
shire authority responsible for 
the Ridings School, which was 
criticised in an inspection report 
last March. The then education 
minister, Gillian Shephard, an- 
nounced plans to draft in a team 
of ectocation ■experts, but no out- 
side consultants were ever sent 
in and the Government has 
just given the authority the all- 
dear to put its recovery plan 
into action unaided. 

Hackney, however, is in 
greater difficulties than 
Gtfderdale, with a number of 
senior officer posts unfilled. 
The authority has no permanent 
director in charge of schools, but 
plans to advertise the post lat- 
er this month and appoint a con- 
sultant in the meantime. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, sent in- 
spectors from the Office for 
Standards in Education into 
Hackney in June. He said that 
the borough was suffering from 
“lack of direction and drift". 
The only statutory powers 
which would enable the Gov- 
ernment to take control of 
Hackney and remove powers 
from elected politicians relate 
to local authorities as a whole. 
These would enable a board of 
commissioners to start running 
the whole council, not just the 
education service. 

Experts doubt whether a re- 


port on schools, however damn- 
ing, would provide sufficient 
grounds for sending in com- 
missioners. One said yester- 
day: “It is a procedure which 
would normally only be used if 
everyone's hand was found to 
be in the UU.” 

If Hackney proves resistant 
to ministers’ proposals, David 
Blunkctt, the Secretary of State 
for Education, will threaten a le- 
gal takeover once the Govern- 
ment has the necessary power, 
possibly as early as next spring. 

Sources at the Department 
for Education and Employ- 
ment said no final decision had 
been taken on a government re- 
sponse to the report but ac- 
knowledged: “We are not at this 
stage looking at taking over tbe 
schools." 

The authority yesterday in- 
sisted it had seen only a draft 
of the Ofsled report. 

The initial inspection phase 
centred on the authority itself. 
Inspectors were scheduled to 
visit schools during a second 
phase. 

Graham Lane, education 
chair of the Local Government 
Association which represents 
councils said: “We can’t stand 
idly by and see an education au- 
thority that to all intents and 
purposes does not exist. You 
might argue that some author- 
ities are ineffective but this 
one is not even operating." 


Parents who have seen their children’s 
learning suffer in the climate of disarray 
which affects schooling in Hackney yes- 


terday condemned the local education 

"r authority For nn^drimo over “a 


authority for presiding over “a complete 
mess”. 

Theresa Bruce, who has two children at 
Burbage Primary School in Hoocton in the 
east London borough, felt that they were 
being badly served and welcomed any mea- 
sures the Goverametit might take to resolve 
the crisis. 

She felt lack of resources was partly to 
blame, but lack of adequate management 
was seen as the main problem:. 

She said: “The situaticurat present is a 
mess. A complete mess. As parents we fed 
quite helpless. We don't want to haVe to- 
send our kids to other schools and so any- 


thing that can be done to improve things 
would be welcomed by everybody AH us 
parents care about is making sure our kids 
get a good education.” 

L ike many of the children at the school, 
her seven-year-old son Mark has special 
needs which she feels are not being ade- 
quately catered for at present. 

- She said: “Mark has special difficulty in 
learning and could reaQy benefit from more 
one-to-one help, but the. authority is just 
too starved of resources and tbe teachers 
do not have enough training to ideal with 
him. 

“A high percentage of the children at the 
school have some kind of special needs 
problem, whether it is difficulty in team- 
ing to read and write or an emotional prob- 
lem. The authority should be able to cater 


for them but not enough of tbe teachers 
have any training in social welfare. 

“Schools do not even have enough 
staff to supervise the children's lunches and 
have to ask parents to come in and help.” 

Ms Bruce also claimed that there were 
problems with bullying, but said that when 
parents called on schools or the education 
authority to help, their pleas were largely 
ignored. 

She said: “Sometimes you just don't 
know where to turn. A lot of the time par- 
ents turn to each other fbr the support they 
should be getting from the schooL More 
should be done to involve parents and to 
keep, them up-to-date with what is going ‘ 
on- AH we ask is that our children’s edu- 
catiou is taken as seriously as they deserve.”. 

Amanda Kelly 
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Defusing the truancy time-bomb 


Ministers are to spend 
£2 3 m tackling the 
problem of truancy ' 
as part of the 
^ Government's campaign 


against social exclusion. 
Research has suggested 
that society as a whole 
would benefit from a 
reduction in truancy 
because of a link 
between school failure 
and crime. 

Judith Judd reports on • 
the new proposals. 


The alienation of thousands. of 
young people from education is 
“a licking time bomb”, David 
Blunkcu. the Secretary oT Slate 
for Education, said yesterday. 

Mr Blunkcl! told a London 


conference that the Govern- 
ment was inviting bids for pro- 
jects rangtegfrem better school - 
attendance registration to more 
work experience for 14-year- 
olds. 

A recent Audit Commis- 
sion report showed that 65 per 
cent of school-age offenders 
sentenced in court had also 
■ been excluded from school or 
were persistent truants. • 
Nearly 1 million pupils have 
missed at /east one half-day 
school session without permis- 
sion or a note from, their- 
parents. 

Mr Blunkctt said at the con- : 
fere nee, organised by the Na- . 
tional Union of Teachers and 
the Times Educational Supple- 
ment that the Government was 
offering £21m to: 

• • help local authorities and 
schools tackle truancy; - 

• reduce exclusions from 


school and improve provision 
for excluded pupils; 

• bring disaffected 14- to 16- 
year-olds back to learning. 

A further £2m will be avail- 
able to give pupils more work 
experience. 

Examples might indude bet- 
ter ways of monitoring school 
attendance, more opportunity 
to spend time in local firms and 
colleges, and a chance for pupils 
at risk of exclusion to spend part 
of the week in a pupil referral 
■unit. 

Exclusions have risen 
sharply over the last three years 
and around 13,000 pupils are 
believed to have been perma- 
nently eaduded from school fast 
year. 

There are now 3,859 pupils 
in pupil referral units, up from 
3,107 in 1995. 

Mr Blunkctt said r T believe 
education lies at the heart of our 


programme to combat social 
exclusion. 

Titian ting from school af- 
fects not only pupils’ chances of 
future success but also has an 
impact on the wider communi- 
ty, as does exclusion. 

“Disaffection from school 
costs us dear. It costs tbe com- 
munity in terms of the disrup- 
tion which young people on the 
streets can create and there is 
a cost in terms of blighted 
prospects for the individual 
pupil who may fail to pick up 
any qualifications,” he added. 

■ “The cost to the taxpayer of 
dealing with the consequences 
of failure is enormous compared 
to the cost of investment in pre- 
venting exclusion and truancy." 
• The Government will issue 
new guidance to aD schools on 
attendance, howto combat tru- 
ancy and emp hasising parents’ 
responsibility. 



More parents appeal against school choice decisions 


You wont mind when the UF-550 makes the 


occasional call without asking first After all, rt Is only to 


contact a dealer for more toner.' And, thanks to a toner 


A dramatic rise in the number of par- 
ents lodging complaints over the han- 
dling of schools admissions appeals has 
prompted local government watchdogs 
to call on ministers to review the appeals 
system. 

The English local government om- 
budsmen V annual report, published to- 


day, reveals a 50 per cent increase in com- 
plaints by parents in the North of Eng- 
land dissatisfi ed with the way their appeal 
had been dealt with. 

Appeals committees often (fid not un- 
derstand the twcKSlage procedure open 
to parents appealing against the refusal 
of a place at the school of their choice. 


the three ombudsmen m England 
revealed. 

Appeals committees considering 
whether to overturn a school’s decision 
to refuse a child a place must decide 
whether admitting the child would prej- 
udice tbe education of other pupils by 
stretching resources, unacceptably. 


capacity thatfs up to four times lager than most, it really is 
a very occasional call, ft's got plenty of other endearing 
features, too. You can connect it to a network so you can 
fax and print from your PC - and even scan in data. 


Its memory is upgradable to 3 47 pages and, because the 
UF-550 is a Panasonic, you can be sure of quality laser 
printing and excellent reliability. 

So get smart. Find out more about the most intelligent 
network fax solution for your office, by making a free call, 

personally, on 0500 40 40 41. i.ywr." - ■ ■ - - 
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Surprisingly cheap international calls 
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DRIVE AWAY 
PRICE 

£1 

0i9! 

)5. 


• 1.4 litre petrol engine. 

• Remote control stereo radio cassette* 

• Electric tilt-slide sunroof. 

• Power assisted steering. 

• Driver’s airbag. 

• Choice of two colours: Peariescent 
Diablo Red and Metallic Provence Blue. 


2 YEARS 
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Drug cocktail 

offered short-cut 
to weight loss 


For millions of overweight 
Americans the so-called 
‘fen-phen’ drug cocktail had 
seemed like a silver bullet to get 
rid of their flab. Now, suddenly, 
they are being told that the drugs 
are life- threatening. 

David Usbome reports on their 
disappointment and fear. 


You could almost hear the rattle and 
thunk resonating around the neighbour- 
hood. Up and down our cosy streets, men 
and women were throwing away bottles of 
pills. They were doing it with a sigh cer- 
tainly, perhaps a grunt of anger. 

This is the grea t diet pill chuck-out and 
it is happening in ray well-heeled corner 
of suburban America, just as it surely is all 
across the land, in the poorest of black gfcet- 
loes, in Florida retirement communities, 
wherever. 

If I listened more carefully I may hear 
the whir of treadmills star ting up again. 

The disappointment is tangible. In re- 
cent years the cocktail of drugs popularly 
known as fen-phen - one small white pin 
and a larger capsule - has offered a seem- 
ingly miraculous shortcut to weight loss and, 
for many, the rediscovery of self-respect that 
had got lost in the fleshy folds. 

Hindsight will probably tell users that 
fen-phen was always too good to be true, 
even an affront against nature. In a soci- 
ety that is already pill-popping mad, here 
was a product that told our brain to tell our 
bodies that we were not hungry, even when 
we were. 

Some will have discarded those bottles 
months ago when the first scare stories be- 
gan to emerge. Marty more, however, will 
have clung on to their prescriptions, will- 
ing to ride out the warnings of terrifying 
side-effects up to and including death 
through pulmonary hypertension. 

There was, for example, the story re- 
ported in a recent issue of the New Eng- 
land Journal of Medicine , of an otherwise 
healthy 29-year-old Massachusetts women 
who developed hypertension 23 days after 
storting a course of the pills. Eight months 
Inter she was dead, i r * ; - 

Two months ago there was a wave of 


negative publicity after the death from a 
heart attack of the 53-year-o Id wife of the . 
mayor of North Miami. She had been tak- 
ing fen-phen for six months in an attempt 
to lose just 101b. . 

Then the news startled to trickle out of 
cases of heart-valve defects in women on. 
the cocktail. On Monday the government' 
instrucled-the withdrawal of the pills from 
sale. And so that, for now, is that. 

“For a lot of people this is very upset- 
ting,” agrees Jane Aronne, the director of 
the Comprehensive Weight Control Cen- 
ter at the Cornell Medical Center in New 
York. "Some of our patients had lost 40 or 
50 pounds with these drugs. Now they are 
going to feel like they axe back to square 
one”. But Ms Aronne, whose clinic only 
treats people with serious obesity, accepts 
the decision of the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, taken last Friday: “It is the 
safest thing to do", she says. 

Not only is the move a giant blow for 
the pharmaceutical companies marketing 
the drugs, but also for the thousands of clin- 
ics that have sprung tip to satisfy the de- 
mand for them, sometimes dubbed diet-pill 
milis or “fen-phen factories". - 

Richard Bowen, a doctor specialising in 
dieting, voices sympathy for his newly de- 
prived patients. “There are people who 
would do anything not to be fat. Look at 
what people do: They have their jaws wired 
shut. They have acupuncture in their ears. 
They have stomach surgery. 1 don't think 
the average person understands how ter- 
rible it is to be fat in our society". 

Among those who stopped taking the 
pills some months ago is Susan Sorrenti- 
no of New York. She shed 1871b over four 
years on fen-phen. 

“I feel glad that I was able to have lost 
the weight, and I feel sorry for people who 
are still trying,” she commented. “It’s sort 
of like having the rug pulled from under 
you". 

While former fen-phen -aholics will be- 
gin the search for alternative therapy - 
whether it's hack, to the treadmill or en- 
during what promises to be a long wait for 
a new, hopefiilly safer, generation of drugs 
- some are hinting their minds to another 
all-American pastime: the filing of lawsuits; 
The class-action suits have already begun 
to drop kito the court system, tttad more . 
may well come. 



Overload: At present rates of growth, every American will be obese by the year 2234 Photograph; Corbls-Be nmann/UPi 
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How the craze for tablets took off 


The craze for diet pills in the United States 
took off. four years ago after publication 
of an influential paper suggesting that pre- 
scribing fenfluramine in combination with 
another appetite suppressant, the stimu- 
lant drug pbentennine, increased its ef- 
fectiveness. 

Nick Finer, a specialist in obesity at Lu- 
ton and Dunstable Hospital, said: “Every- 
one jumped on the- bandwagon. 
Commercial -dimming shops started dish- 
ing but the pins asif theywere a magic so- . 
lotion. The combination had a catchy 
name - fen-phen’ - which helped." 

Last year 18 million prescriptions were 
written in the US for the fen-phen com- 
bination alone (although it never caught 
on in the UK). Then odd side-effects as- 


sociated with defects of the heart valves 
started to appear. 

Some patients also suffered pulmonary 
hypertension - high blood pressure in 
their lungs - and one 29-year- old woman 
died of the condition after taking the fen- 
phen combination for just 23 days. 

Half-a-dozen patients who required 
heart surgery were found to have an odd 
plaque-like deposit around their heart 
valves which may have been caused by one 
of the chemicals in the drugs. 

The Food and Drug Administration is- 
sued a warning in July which triggered a 
flood of new reports of patients with sim- 
ilar heart problems, which led to this 
week’s withdrawal of the drugs. 

The puzzle is why it has taken so long 


for the danger to emerge. Fenfluramine was 
introduced in the 1960s and has been tak- 
en by millions of people. Dexfenfluramine. 
introduced in the UK in the 1980s, & half 
the molecule of fenfluramine, and was de- 
veloped to retain the appetite-suppressant 
properties of the older drug but with few- 
er of its side-effects of diy mouth, dizziness 
and digestive problems. It only acquired a 
licence in the US last year. 

Dr Finer said there were several pos- 
sible reasons why the alleged problems with 
the dregs had not come to light earlier. They 
may be very rare, they may only affect cer- 
tain patients, or they may only apply to the 
combination treatment. A fourth reason 
could be that no one noticed. 

—Jeremy Laumnce, Health Editor 
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US beats 
world in fat 
league 


America's fai-boy image is not the stuff 
of myth: New World inhabitants re- 
ally are world-beaters in the obesity 
stakes. In the US and Canada a third 
of the adult white population is med- 
ically obese - several stone over the 
appropriate weight for their height On 
present trends, everyone in the US will 
be obese by 2234. 

Close behind, according to the 
World Health Organisation, are New 
Zealand and Australia, where the av- 
erage adult has got heavier by a gram 
a day over the past decade. Among the 
rich nations of the West only the 
Japanese and Scandinavians have 
confined the problem of obesity to a 
tiny percentage of the population. 

Outside these oases of healthy 
eating the rest of the developed world 
is catching up fast. In the UK only 6 
per cent of men and 8 per cent of 
women were obese in 1980. 

Now the figure is 13-15 per cent 
and climbing fastest among the young. 
Scottish teenagers are about 25 per 
cent fatter today than their peers in 
the early Eighties. 

Traditional differences between 
the UK, France and Germany are be- 
ing ironed out as national cuisine gives 
way to American-5tyle fast food. In 
France doctors recently urged young- 
sters to drink more wine to counter- 
act the rise in obesity related to the 
spread of pizzas, hamburgers and 
cola.- AH three countries have between 
5 and 10 million obese adults. 

Obesity is also rising in Latin 
America, the Caribbean and Asia. In 
some Polynesian islands the adult obe- 
sity rates is close to 80 per cent. 

Fatness imposes an enormous 
health bfll: behind the £30m spent di- 
rectly in the UK each year on treat- 
ing obesity lurk the hidden, bigger 
costs of treating strokes, arthritis, 
back trouble and some cancers. West- 
ern children are not only fatter but 
taller, and the two arc linked. British 
chHdren^re already up to one-and-a- 
half inches taller now than 25 years 
ago. while in Japan a new generation 
growing up on diets rich with fast foods 
is destined to be several inches taller 
than their grandparents. 

- Marcus Tanner 
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Reword Reserve has just leapt up to 6.10% gross p.a * 


Al! Maple Systems include IBM 
Voice Recognition Software... 

20PMX with HHX' 1 ' Technology 


• IBM 6x86 PR-200MX Processor 
with MMX™ Technology 
. Pius Lotus SmartSuite *97 -Including: 
Lotus 1 23, Word Pro, Freelance Graphics, 
Approach, SerecnCam, Organiser and 
SmartCentre 
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200MHz. AMD K6 w-trl MMX 


• 200MHz AMD K6 200 MMX™ Enhanced 
Processor 

■ Pitts Corel WordPerfect Suite 8 - inducting : 
WordPerfect 8, Quattro Pro 8, Presentations 
8, Central 8, Photo House, I O.DOO+- Clipart 
Images, 1 ,000*- Fonts and 200+ Photos. 

£899, £105633* 


20OMHz Intel Pentium with MMX' 


*'2D0MHz Intd Petftjm P200 Processor 
with MMX™ Technology 
Plus Microsoft Office *97 SHE (Vmfl Bam 
E*M inc : Word 97, Excel 97, Outlook 97, 
Publisher 97, Financial Manager and Internet 
Explorer 3 (SpoMwdudtiHodtmaSpMkini 

£999* £1173.83* 
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• 24z Speed IDE CD-ROM Drive 
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• Maple 3D Theatre Soundcard - 

• Arnpttfied AC Powered Stereo Speakers 

• IBM Voice Recognition Software with Microphone 

• Microsoft Windows *95 (Including CD) 

■ 3.5" FDD, Keyboard and Mouse 

• Choicte of Office Suite fine CD) - see above for detaSs 

• 3 Yopr Limited W ar ra nty . ■ . 


Y 0 % APR UNDER £39ia 

}jw2i Oil £81.08 liaMl 3rd Cheque or She Honda It aa i Mt fi eeCnafc. Mo Depose ftq>QMr3yan NoDepostandNodang 
^ bitosoonwi loM £100 £11750 mSM Ranlnw-v *rfNtod**iDP«fer6MnMfcsdi0npBy mf^fcr6rtond&dw{far£SW«\W 

KBSSHT* ... . 2 S JS mm KSSHSI ^**»*^«*~*~ 

LUg gES^ 


PAY TODAY 

Pay by Credit 
Card. Cheque or 
Bankers Draft. 

Delivery wftftfn 7- 

10 working days. 


NotWest's innovative instant access account, 
Reword Reserve, has just reached new 
heights. You can now earn interest of up to 
6.10% gross p.o." 

That's because we top up the basic rate 
with quarterly interest rate rewards, 
providing you've made no more than one 
withdrawal each quarter. And, if you moke 
no more than three withdrawals in a ueor, 


we'll go a step further and add an extra 
onnual interest reward. 

You can open o Reward Reserve account 
with a minimum deposit of £2,000. To find 
out more, coll us on the number below, or 
pop into any NotWest branch, 

You'd be crazy not to jump at the chonce. 

! Call 0800^200400 ] 


E-MilJiS»les@maplecorp.co.uk 
LINES OPEM.WNHW riuwt w corporate purchase orders welcome 


<1 Nat West 

More them just a bank 
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PM forgoes his own rise to assuage public sector 



Tony Blair yesterday 
announced that he would 
forgo a increase of 
£41,443 in his salary- Cbfin 
Brawn, Potokal Correspondent, 
reports on the Prime 
Minister's attempts to 
defuse a growing row 
over the continuing 
squeeze on the pay of 
1.3 m public-sector 
workers. 


l'hc f«n eminent l.ured uo un- 
un backlash from nurecs. doe- 
Jorv and teachers yesterday as 
the Prime Minister took the lead 
in inline public sector pay re- 
straint hv loregoing an increase 
m his i<hii salary. 

In j L’-tuni. Downing Street 
.umounced that Lhe Prime Min- 
ister would limit his »iwn rise to 


around the Government's in- 
flation target of 2.5 per cent as 
a signal to the country to main- 
tain the squeeze on pay. 

Some Cabinet ministers 
were last night considering fol- 
lowing Mr Blair's lead try not ac- 
cepting their entitlement to a 
salaiy increase of tt&QUGL if that 
happens, it is probable the rest 
of the Cabinet will fall into line. 
One minister said the position 
os it stood was “untenable''. 

The squeeze on pay was re- 
inforced by Alistair Darling, the 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
who wrote to the independent 
pay review bodies covering 13 
million public-sector workers 
calling for "low” pay recom- 
mendations. His note said: “Pay 
costs will need to be contained 
within existing spending plans. 
There will be no access to the 
reserve to fund spending an pay 
in excess of those plans." 

The Treasury's freeze means 


that any increases will have to 
be funded from efficiency sav- 
ings. or by cuts in other services. 

John Monks, general secre- 
tary of the Trades Union Con- 
gress. called for a meeting with 
Mr Darling and said: "It is 
dear there cannot be a perma- 
nent freeze in the public-sector 
pay bill without the quality of 
public services being affected.” 

The calls for pay restraint 
were brushed aside by the 
British Medical Association, 
which tabled a demand for an 
increase of 10 per coat for GPs 
as part of a five-year pro- 
gramme of increases to catch up 
with comparable groups, such 
as lawyers and accountants. 

Nurses last week put in a de- - 
mand for an inflation-busting 
pay rise. Rodney Bickers taffe, 
general secretary of Unison, 
said his tmkra no problem 
with the Prime Minister or 
Cabinet ministers receiving in- 


creases recommended by an in- 
dependent pay-review body. 
“We do expect, however, the 
same treatment for public-sec- 
tor workers." 

Nigel de Gnichy, general 
secretary of the National As- 
sociation of Schoolmasters/ 
Union of Women Tbachers, 
condemned the pay freeze fac- 
ing public-service workers. “We 
can't go on Ore this year after 
year after year ... I'm warning 
them that at same stage _ 
there will finally be an out bur s t 
of anger and that is of course 
something that nobody wants,” 
be said on BBC radio. .. 

Wflfiam Hague, die Con- 
servative leader, accused the 
Government of “hypocrisy” af- 
ter Mr Blair urged the Cabinet 
to take the extra £16,000 rais- 
ing their pay to £103,860. Mr 
Hague win follow Mr Blair in 
taking an inflation-linked rise as 
Leader of the Opposition. 





Pay prescription: Doctors are. 


ijfor a series of increases over five years, to each up with other professions 


If your business 
wo uld like 
a 20% discount, 
no matter 

when you call, 
or where you call, 
give BT a call. 


BT s Business Choices gives you discounts off B l "s basic rale on most 

hnSUH Ss ( alls. With BTs Business Choices Level 1. your direct dialled local, national and 
international calls arc discounted by at least 20',. 24 hours a day. for a quarterly site fee of only 
£5. On top of this you get a world class service supported by a wealth of expertise and resource. 

BT. fancying costs ami raising standards. Freefone 0800 800 800. BtW 
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Official 

alid Drop* 

-*whai w« ’do- : 


A wide range of people 
with special 
qualifications and even 
workers without skills in 
areas of high 
employme n t are ■ 
c ur re n tly enjoying die 
bene fi t s of soaring wage 
inflation. Barrie Gement, 
Labour Editor, reports 
on a trend which official 
data has foiled to pick 
up. 


National figures showing pay 
settlements gently nudging up- 
wards tell only part of the truth. 
Reports that wage increases 
are hovering around the rela- 
tively modest 3 to 4 per cent 
iimk serve to draw attention 
xmy from the doubfo-dqpt ris- 
es increasiagfy awarded to a 
wide range of employees. 

Even the more sophisticat- 
ed data from the Government 
on average earnin gs— cuiient- 
ly showing an upturn of 4.25 pex 
cent - fofls to detect the hidden 
wage inflation which has at- 
tended the end of the rccesaon 
and the growing disparity be- 
tween the “winners” and 
“losers”. 

Most official figures monitor 
the ranuDenzioo of employees, 
but a bcrgeo mnglabom- fo rce 
of freelance, “portfofio” and 
subcontracted workers means 
that the data is of mcreaszngfy 
fimtted use. The O o w.mmrn t 
could wefl be faced wfth a fax 
st ro nger stage hi psy than has 
so far been detected. 

ftoadamfjskof wage deals 
shows pay edging up sightly 
ahead of the 33 per cent infla- 
tio n ra te , b in ce xt a n profaaiocs 
and a broad sweep erf people 
with supervisory tflnfls are en- 
joying something of a boom. 

Information technology spe- 
cialists M Ae lq cities are 

coBMod yi eeesqg riracf 10 
per cent fa aider to prevent 
them leaving. Ttf attract new 
compu ter staff, salaries at or- 
ganisations are often Up by 15 
percent. 

Salary faaw a a for those 
who are amply compu ter fiter- 
atc se n as i ng bet w een 5-10 
per cat nationally. Bar free- 
lance analysts ami p rog r am - 
mers with the special skills 
seeded to enable computers to 
OOpe with the the mfl Wwwmm , 
fins m&c Oty are now pey- 
mgso<ne£66^000ayear— op20 
per cemtmfast year; according 
to Nkfc Robeson of recruiters 
Harley Nash. 

site mana ges are 


in constnictjon and have been 
the beneficiaries off 10 percent 
rises or more. Bricklayers in 
London have seen hourly rates 
move up from £650 to £950. 

The bidden increases hove 
been detected by a secrion of the 
Batik of En gland, which pre- 




the bank's senior docHkMHnafc - 
exs. In an unrepoited section of 


concfitknrf’ the batiks officials 
reveal strong underainents of 


in the pay cf graduate finanda] 
services staff, with some foefi- 
vidnab hopping from job to Job 


in the city for 30 to 35 per cent 
increases. 

Lawyers with expertise in 
commercial disciplines are also 
one of the beneficiaries with ris- 
es of 20 per cent common. 
Gareth Quarry, chief executive 
of Qusny Dougafl, specialist re- 
cruitment agency, pointed out 
that far fewer young people 
trained in commercial law dur- 
ing the recession and conse- 
quently there is now a scarcity. 

Demand has been exacer- 
bated by the arrival of Ameri- 
can firms who are paying up to 
£65,000 & year for newly qual- 
ified entrants compared with 
around £30,000 on offer from 
domestic partnerships. 

i xgal re cruitm ent .y eriaiku 
Tkylor Root re p o r ts that while 
in 1996,18 per cent of legal de- 
partments increased in size 
during the previous year; this 
year 29 per cent of companies 
have taken on more lawyers. 

In the service sector - espe- 
cially m the leisure and hotel in- 
dustry- management has been 
forced to award interim pay in- 
creases to ensure salary levels 
are keeping pace with those of- 
fered by rivals. 

There are considerable re- 
gional variations. In areas of 
high unemployment in the 
TOtes, Scotland and the North- 
east, companies are still inun- 
dated with applications for all 
jobs. Here rates are staying at 
the low levels to which they de- 
scended during the recession. 

In Cambridge and Crawley 
in southern England, where 
unemployment is negligible, 
even unskilled clerical workers 
have seen salaries increase by 
10 per cent. Where companies 
establish "call centres” - es- 
sentially white-collar factories 
winch deal with customers over? 
the telephone — pay rar<y for _ 
clerical staff are driven up. 

Alastair Hatchett of In- 
comes Data Services, argues 
dial wage inflation could con- 
tinue to spiral in some occupa- 
tions as the ec onomy overheats 
and shortages worsen. Pay in- 
creases are also befog pushed up 
by higher inflation, four suc- 
cessive rises in mortgage rates 
and the strict fiscal m eas u re s 
taken in the Budget. Ironically 
the kind of flexible labour 
favoured by the Government 
could undermine its strict pol- 
icy on inflation. It is more dif- 
ficult for tire Treasury to keep 
a handle on pay in a system 

where the old cenainUes of an- 
nual wage increases are supr 
planted by periotitumce-related 
pay and remuneration dictated 

by labour's supply and demand. 
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Harman spells 
out her mission: 
a hand-up, not 
a hand-out 


A new project to help 
single mothers into work 
is showing sensational 
early results. The : ~ 
scheme gouM become ■ 
the model for a ‘New 
Welfare', giving the 
underclass an escape 
from a life on benefit, 
says Harriet Harman, 
Secretary of State for 
Social Security, in an 
exclusive interview with 
Anthony Bevins, Political Editor 


Official advisers have been giv- 
en the freedom to cut corners 
and red tape as part of the Gov- 
ernment’s determination to find 
“what works” in getting ringfr 
parents into jobs. In one case, 
an adviser drove a woman to her 
interview and looked after her 
child while it took place. 

The enthusiasm of single 
mothers, their social security ad- 
visers and Harriet Harman, the 
Secretary of State, is infectious. 
“Now I've got a life," one sin- 
gle mother said after she had 
been helped to escape a sen- 
tence of life on benefit. 

Under the “New Deal" 
demonstration project, which 
started in July, 180 lone moth- 
ers have so far been helped into 
work after just one interview. 
With 1,000 mothers seen so fer, 
the hit-rate is beyond all es- 
pecial ions; without precedent. 

Those who have not been 
helped into work so far will be 
given follow-up interviews, help 


and guidance, and with many of 
die women who find work, get- 
ting more than £50 extra each 
week - on top of all their ben- 
efits- the incentives are real. 

There are now 1 mfljfo n 
single parents looking after 
2 million children, at a cost to 
the state of £10bn a year in ben- 
efits, which rafting that the ad- 
vantages of the new deal project 
are not only measured in terms 
cash in hand for one of the most 
deprived groups in society. 

One official source estimat- 
ed that eventual savings could 
exceed £l00m a year in bene- 
fits for the lone mothers alone. 
But Ms Harman wants to apply 
the principles of success to. 
people who are receiving dis- 
ability benefit, too. 

“These women are being 
liberated from the idea that 
they've got a government that 
is just dumping on them all the 
time; criticising them for ‘jump- 
ing the housing queue’, " Ms 
Hannan told The Independent 
yesterday. 

The pilot project, which 
started in July, covers eight ar- 
eas in England, Scotland and 
Wales, with an estimated 40X00 
single mothers with children of 
school age. The scheme is to 
move on to a national basis in 
October next year -with a tar- 
get of helping an 500,000 single 
mothers with an estimated 1 
million children of school age. 

Ms Harman said: This is 
what government is for - not 
about pointing the finger at peo- 
ple, but tackling poverty and so- 
cial exclusion and tackling 
workless households and child 



Harriet Harman: “When it comes to Christmas they're going to have money for presents. They have moved from just coping to actually getting a life’ Photograph: Tom Riston 


poverty. Right,' then what’s 
the programme that delivers 
that?” 

The women and the advisers 
were so keen back in July, that 
people were jumping the gun; 
asking for interviews before 
they were invited, and giving in- 
terviews to women with children 
under five. 

“I have told the advisers, 
‘Just do it. Don’t worry about 
the red tape’,” Ms Harman 
said. “If the regulations are in 
the way. I’ll change them. If 
they hit any obstacles from oth- 
er departments, HI get it sort- 
ed out ... 

‘They hit the ground run- 
ning and far from there being 
any resistance, with' women 
saying, ‘Leave me alone, get the 
jackboot of the state off my 
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Age 

Wage 

Better-off by. 

Hours 
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wnp Type of job 

22 

£76.80 

£3334 

16 

■ Perm 

TeJe-sales 

31 

£10.03 

£40.74 

24 

Perm 

Junior technician 

25 

£102.35 

£35.94 

39 

Perm 

Child-care . 

39 

£10.75 

£5134 . . ■ 

35 

Perm 

Care assistant 

31 

£99.00 

£47.10 \ 

33 

Perm 

Cleaner 

35 

£87.10 

£42.06 ' 

26 

Perm • 

Sales assistant 


neck’, most people have been 
incredibly welcoming. Some 
have been slightly apprehensive 
to start with, but then they’ve 
been converted. 

“They are ahead of us. Of 
those turning up for interview, 
14 per cent are women with 
children under five. Nobody has 1 
written to them and invited 
them in, but they're turning up 
anyway, and once they come in 
they get the programme." 

That means that they are 
taken through the labyrinth of 
benefits, the jobs on offer, the 
hours and terms, and given a 
computerised calculation of 
the .net increase in income 
they wiO have at the end of the 
week 

“This lot," said Ms Har- 
man, “when it comes to Christ- 
mas, they’re going to have 
money for presents. They have 
moved from just coping to ac- 
tually getting a life.” Everyone 
benefits: mothers, chfldren, the 
empkyer, the taxpayer -and the 
community at large. 

“This is about real people, 
real lives," the minister said yes- 
terday. “It is what government 
is for. It is very writing-, it’s lib- 
erating people. This is part of 
the process of creating a new 
welfare state. And it works." 
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Mandelson argues for strong centre 


save up to 
£200 on your 
premium. 


Co-ordinated policy Is 
essentia) to successful 
government, Peter 
Mandelson, minister 
without portfolio, argued 
ye s terday. Christian Woknar, 
Westminster Correspondent, 
says hfs speech may 
become a benchmark 
for how the Blair 
administration uses 
Whitehall. 


At the heart of Peter Mandel- 
son’s approach is the notion of 
a strong central structure to 
ensure that l he both the 
Government's polity and its 
presentation are coherent and 
co-ordinated. 

Speaking to an audience of 


senior public-sector executives 
at a Birmingham University 
seminar in central London, Mr 
Mandelson. minister without 
portfolio, said: “The job of the 
centre of government is to 
make sure departments work to- 
gether failure of government 
machinery means failing the- 
people who elected us." 

He stressed that there 
should also be strong ministe- 
rial departments and saw no 
contradiction between “having 

a strong centre and devolved re- 
sponsibility". Mr Mandetson's 
very role has been criticised by 
some ministers because of the 
control which he is thought to 
exert over departmental initia- 
tives. Indeed there was a strong 
warning to departments that 
they would not be allowed to 
launch initiatives which “affect 
other departments’ resources 


without ensuring the policy is 
well-thought out and properly 
coordinated”. 

' Mr Mandelson said: “De- 
partments must also pull to- 
gether more to deliver the 
quality of govenunent tins coun- 
try needs." Ail too often”, he 
warned, “the results have been 
ineffectual - because rooted in 
the lowest common policy de- 
nominator -or incomplete, be- 
cause bogged down in 
bureaucratic turf wars. We are 
not going to let that happen." 

Inwhat will be seen as a de- '■ 
fence of his role in co-ordinat- 
ing 1 presentation of the 
Govemmeufs policy , be argued 
that while “there are some who 
still denigrate the presentation 
of policy as a diversion from, its 
substance", he took the oppo- 
site view. “It is a question of ac- 
countability -we have a duty to 


explain." If a policy cannot be 
explained in a simple way. “it is 
more likely than not to contain 
fundamental flaws". 

White under the Conserva- 
tives, Michael Heseltine, the 
deputy prime minister, bad cre- 
ated a mechanism to co-ordi- 
nate the presentation of policy, 
it did not work because the prio- 
ries themselves were wrong. 

Mr Mandelson spoke of in- 
creased accountability. At least 
seven of the BQJs in the current 
legislative programme would be 
published in draft form, to al- 
low for commen ts which would 
improve them. There would, 
too, be an annual report out- 
lining .the Government’s 
achievements and setting new 
targets. The forthcoming spend- 
ing review would force depart- 
ments to outline what they 
intend to spend their money on. 


Saving money doesn't mean 
compromising cover. Unlike 
seme other plans ef a similar 
price, Primecare places no 
financial limits on surgeons' 
and anaesthetists’ fees. 

And unBke some others, we 
even offer you a no-claims 
discount ef up to 50%. 

Why pay more than you need? 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard Ufe Croup 


Call 0800 77 09 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 
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Mother guilty of killing her 
handicapped infant 


The mother of a severely handicapped baby girl was yesterday 
found guilty of lolling her daughter by reutoving a vital breath- 
ing tube as she Jay in a hospital col Julie Watts, 31, a psycfuatric 
nurse, was cleared of murdering 14-month-old Abigail by a jury ' 
at Manchester Crown Court but was convicted of manslaughter. 

The court was told that Abigail needed round-the-clock care 
after being bom with a rare combination of disabilities that left 
her unable to breathe or feed without the aid of tubes. She was 
deaf and blind and suffercdbraiji damage, connected to a rare 
skull deformity. 

Mr Justice Sachs remanded Wetfts on bail .for nine days for, - 
reports before semeadbg. He told her counsel, Richard Hea- ' f. 
riques QG “I have Doimeniion of sending your cheat into cus- 
tody. at least not immediately. ” Hie said he ynuld require repeats 
on the convicted woman. ' ' v ; • ' 


Black market raid on bees 


( Industry should face much 
! harsher penalties for eco-crimes, 
says the Government's 
Environment Agency. The huge 
and powerful new arm of the 
state was looking back on its first 
year in existence yesterday. 
Nicholas Schoon, Environment 

Correspondent, reports 


List war ihe biggest fine the Government's 
£5lHhn-j-vcar Environment Agency won 
Horn n prosecution was £175.1X10. In the 
di vk was Severn Trent Water, the second- 
i.irecM water utility. w hich killed 35.000 fish 
m .i river in Mid-Wales - its 42nd pollution 
ol fence since privatisation in I9iW. 

It was "the equivalent of a £15 fine on 
someone earning £ 30,1 HH) a year", Ed Gal- 
lagher, the agency's chief executive, said 
Yesterday. He told the organisation's first 
annual meeting that big companies can 
shrug otV the little fines they receive fi>r ma- 
jor pollution olTcnccs. “These fines are re- 
ally small change to these companies - they 
send the wrong signal to the boardroom 
and the public." He got a sympathetic hear- 
ing from the environment minister, 
Michael Mcachcr.uho attended the meet- 
ing iv'"stiikeh« lkkis" iu London. “The fines 
are too tow and the average is very small," 
he said. Now he was talking to other min- 
isters about way* of raising the penalties. 

Magistrates courts can imp»ise a max- 


imum for a pollution offence of £(i.00Q, 
while in the Crown Court there is rib lim- 
it. The agency does not want these maxi- 
ma changed: it just wishes magistrate^ and 
judges would use their discretion to push 
the general level of fines upwards. It also 
wants the Government to press ahead with 
plans for u tax on water pollution, an- 
nounced rather tentatively in Chancellor 
Gordon Brown's first Budget. The more 
consented, legally authorised pollution a 
company produces the more it should pay, 
argued Mr Gallagher. And if it breaches 
its consents it should also have to pay ex- 
tra. even if it was not taken to court and 
prosecuted. “The polluter pays principle 
is one of the few things everyone can agree 
on.” he said. 

Friends of the Earth protesters (above) 
demonstrated outside the meeting, claim- 
ing the agency had too cosy a relationship 
with industiy and did not prosecute com- 
panies which breached their consents to 
pollute often enough. 

But the pressure group welcomed the 
call for suffer fines. 

The agency has also decided that any 
member of staff, any board member and 
any chair person of one of its numerous 
advisory committees belonging to a secret 
society should declare it. 

The move follows as yet unsubstantiated 
suggestions that Freemasons among its of- 
ficers may be favouring companies it reg- 
ulates in which senior managers are 
Masons. Some local councils already have 
this policy. 


Police fear millions of honey bees stolen from the Peak District 
National Park may be sold on the black market Thieves took 27 
hives worth £4,000, containing about 2~5 million bees and a large 
quantity of honey, at Beeley Moor, Derbysh ir e. A game keeper 
patrolling on Sunday discovered the theft 

Police are investigating possible links with an epidemic which 
has destroyed bee stocks in the south of England. Tire red grub 
parasite varroa, originating in India, is blamed for an Aids-type 
virus which reportedly wiped out SO per cent of bees in Kent last 
year and seriously damaged the £12m-a-year honey industiy. 

Derbyshire Police believed the theft could be linked to this 
dramatic fall in bee numbers and was probably carried out by some- 
one who knew the trade. Acting Inspector John Rough ton said; 
“We are assuming that this person knew something about bees 
otherwise they would have lobe an absolute idiot We think they 
were stolen (hiring the hours of darkness when someone in the 
know would realise that the bees would be inactive. They have 
got to have had a large vehicle, probably an open-top truck, to 
move this sort of equipment and may have been wearing some 
sort of protection.'’ 



.SFO wants to end trial by jury in 
complex financial cases 


The Serious Fraud Office has 
foiled fa a number of high-profile 
prosecutions over the past IQ 
years. Now it seems to be blaming 
juries for those failures. Steve Boggan 
finds out why. 


Boy, 15, knifed at school 


A 15-year-old boy was airlifted to hospital with a kitchen knife 
embedded in his bade after apparently being attacked by a fel- 
low-pupil at school police said yesterday. The attack took place 
in a corridor at Christ The King Roman Cathbfic High School 
in Preston. Lancashire. Police have arrested a boy, also aged 15, 
who is being questioned in Preston, and are interviewing other 
pupils to determine what happened. They are not looking for any 
other suspects. 

The injured boy, who has not yet been n«PM-d, was taken by 
helicopter to the Royal Preston Hospital, where doctors removed 
the knife before he was transferred by ambulance to Blackpool 
Victoria Hospital. Haunother was last rgg|it ( aita bedside. His 
life was not believed p&q in danger. ■; 

Detective Inspector^P& : Ronald of L&ca^^e Police said the 
boy in custody was Asuor a nd the vkffiHti&dbite, but he did 
not believe it was a racially motivated attack. *Tt seems this was 
a dispute between two 15-year-old bays. There is no indication 
It was racially motivated and no indication of bullying but it was 
very serious.’' The bearimteter^^Gbrist the 'KirigpElBbjkftg 
Catholic ^figh School, Gus\to Cauweiaal, said: ‘ Airiymg htwyy- 

one is deeply shocked, staff 

As the matter is subject to ppticejpqujgaes I 

any more at this stage.” ■ -TVZWWT} 


The head of the Serious Fraud Office and 
her predecessor have called fin* an end to 
the right to trial by jury in complicated 
financial trials. Rosalind Wight (above 
ri girt) and George Staple (left) believe the 
over-simplification of trial* to accommo- 
date jurors’ lack of specialised knowledge 
is resulting in prosecutions failing. 

The calls met immediate resistance 
last ni ght foam Liberty, formerly the Na- 
tional Council for Civil Liberties, which said 
it it would be *>eriouriy concerned” about 
any moves to end die right to trial by jury 
many type of case. 

- Instead of 12 ordinary men and women, 
Ms Wright and Mr Staple would Hce to see 
trials heard by some form of panel of ex- 
perts headed by a judge. Speaking at a sym- 
posinmon economic crane at Jesus GoBegA 
Canforic^e, Ms Wrigfc director of the SFO, 
described the jury system as one of the “jxt- 
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cial transactions and understand the doc- 
uments, often the most convoluted and in- 
tricate sets of accounts," she said. “But this 
m pa nc having to prune a case to its bare 
ftssttntiais, losing, in the process, substan- 
tial dements of the total criminality alleged.” 

Once cases are split into a series of sim- 
ple transactions “you run the risk of losing 
the total picture,” she said. “You are also 
in danger of the Tandora factor*, the rul- 
ing by [Mr Justice] Buckley to stop the sec- 
ond [Kevin] Maxwell trial in its tracks as 
‘unfair 1 on the accused ... If you don’t split 
them, you have a huge unmanageable mon- 
ster of a case.” 

In a separate interview with The Inde- 
pendent, Mr Staple, director of the SFO 
from Aprfl 1992 until April of this year, said 
only a few extremely complicated cases 
would be affected. “Wfe are all aware of the 
dvfi liberties element of the argument but 
we are also anxious that the administration 

of justice should be allowed to flow anootli- 

ly," he said. “Fraud is becoming more com- 
plicated all the rim**- People are now 
talking about fraud in cyberspace over the 
Internet- Juries of ordinary people al- 
. ready have enormous difficulties under- 
standing many of the technical terms.” 

Philip Leach, legal officer at Liberty, said 
the moves would be resisted. “We would 
have serious concerns about the removal 
of juries in these kinds of cases.” He dad • ’ 
juries were “a crucial element of our legal 
system'*. 
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BeCeve hoc not, people who hove a good cereal breakfast See tetfogg's fend to stay slimmer 
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Hashimoto takes on red tape and divided party 


On the face of it, 

Ryu taro Hashimoto is 
one of the most radical 
and dynamic Japanese 
prime ministers since 
the Second World War. 
He has charisma, an 
ambitious programme 
for reform, and a talent 
for diplomacy. 

! Butftcharrf Uoyd Pony in 
Tokyo asks if his radical 
ambitions are any match 
f4r the corruption and 
vested Interests of an 
entrenched political 
system. 


It! doesn’t take much to be la- 
belled “good looking” in politics, 
bot by the standards of previous 
Japanese prime ministers, Ryu- 
taro Hashimoto is something of 
a heart throb. About the only 
thing which distinguished his 
predecessor, the unmemorable 
Tomiichi Murayama. was a pair 
of bushy eyebrows. An earlier 
leader, Kiichi Miyazawa, even 
earned the nickname u Yoder" 
far his eerie resemblance to the 
wrinkled extra-terrestrial in Re- 
turn oftheJedi. 

. But, with his car-lobe deep 
sideburns, smooth complexion 
and brilliant ined hair, 60 -year- 
old Mr Hashimoto has been 
called the Elvis Presley of 
Japanese politics. After more 
than a year-ond-a-half since be- 
coming prime minister, and 
despite an alarmingly erratic 
economy and rising fears about 
crime and social stability, he is 
still belting out the hits. 

Mr Hashimoto came to 
power in January last year, the 
fourth prime minister in two 
and a half years: already he is 
the longest serving premier for 
a decade. Last week, a defec- 
tion by an opposition MP 
restored to his Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) majority 
control of the lower house of 
the Diet (parliament). A few 
days later, Mr. Hashimoto was 
re-clcclcd unopposed asLDP 
president. A ; newspaper poll 
give him a . personal approval . 
rating of 53 per cent, up lOpcr 
cent in three months. 

w Mr Hashimoio's policy pro- 
jects - to reform the financial 
system, streamline the hu- 
reancracy. and peacefully assert 
Japanese leadership in Asia - 
arc the most ambitious since the 
1950s, and he is being tenta- 
tively spoken of as a potentially 
great prime minister, a confi- 
dent, modem leader of a coun- 
try in the midst of radical 
change. But events of the last 
week suggest an alternative 
view, that he is little more than 
a political pretty boy, a useful 
front man lor a political system 
which fe still a very long way 
from significant change. 

Mr Hashimoto's most dear 
cut successes have been abroad 
- he is the first prime minister 
since' Yasuhiro Nakasone in 
the MBOswbo genuinely scene 
to relish dtefomacy. Reunions 
with Japa& most important 
ally, the l3®lte4 Sates, lwve 
flourished: the two rides haw 


ironed out long running oppo- 
sition to US bases In Okinawa 
which flared up after the rape 
of a schoolgirl by American 
Marines. His first major crisis 
- the storming by terrorists of 
the Japanese ambassador’s res- 
idence in Lima - ended near 
perfectly when the Peruvian 
armed forces Greed the hostages 
with only one casualty. 

He negotiated choppy waters 
by expanding the area in which 
Japanese armed forces can op- 
erate in support of the Ameri- 
cans. The change upset OiSiyi, 
arousing angry recollections of 
the Japanese invasion in the 
1 930s and latent fears of Amer- 
ican : encirclement. Mr 
Hashimoto responded deftly, 
travelling to the former Japan- 
ese colony of Manchuria and 
expressing “remorse" far the ag- 
gression of his forebears. 

But the struggle which 
counts most is not being fought 
abroad, or even in the Diet, but 
in Mr Hashimoto’s own party. 
One of the reasons Japanese 
prime ministers have changed 
so frequently is that party posts 
are traditionally shared out be- 
tween the LDP’s powerful fac- 
tions - parties within a party, 
whose balanced support is es- 
sential to any long lasting 
leader. 

One side of the LDP is 
made up of conservatives, who 
want to reunite with former al- 
lies who defected to the oppo- 
sition. On the other side are 
younger reformers who prefer 
to maintain a loose alliance with 
minority centrist parties. In 
the middle, attempting ' to 
please both sides, while point- 
ing vaguely in the direction of 
reform, is Mr Hashimoto. 

The stresses of this position 
are taking their toll on his 
toughest and most important 
job: bureaucratic reform. For 50 
years Japan has been ruled by 
massive government ministries 
which wield more power than 
any prime minister has ever 
had. In an era of globalised, 
competitive economies, they 
are seen as an anachronistic 
drag. - ' 

Mr Hashimoto has 
promised to deal with the sit- 
uation. The problem is that the 
power of his party is based on 
a complex web of relations be- 
tween bureaucrats and politi- 
cians, built up over decades. 
Many conservatives do not 
want reform, and the plans so 
far drafted for the reorganisa- 
tion of the ministries are dis- 
appointing. 

The prime minister's at- 
tempts to balance new re- 
formers with old conservatives 
have produced embarrassing 
anomalies. Last week he cele- 
brated his re-election as party 
leader with a reshuffle in which 
he elevated one Koko Sato, a 
conservative best known for the 
two year suspended prison sen- 
tence for bribery which he re- 
ceived in the 1970s. The job of 
Mr Sato, or the "Cabinet con- 
vict" as he is already known, is 
to oversee the job of bureau- 
cratic reform, a poor omen for 
Mr Hashimoto’s new era of 
clean government. Elvis lives, 
hut onlv for the lime being. 


Battle dress Like a samurai warrior of old feudal Japan, Ryutaro Hashimoto has enemies close to home 
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Macintosh 


could 


be this new 


Mac OS 8 What would you say to a Macintosh™ that’s 


powerful than ever before? A Macintosh 


that lets you call on all the resources of the 


Internet? A Mac™ that does it all with even greater 


and richer multimedia? Apple is proud to announce New 


Macintosh - unrivalled power and performance, with the 


latest system software -Mac OS 8. 


With New Macintosh you can 


pop-up and organise windows in a single 


dick. \bu can copy a file while you empty 


your fetebasker or print your presentation, 


even create your own personal working environ- 


ment The whole world is brought to you via the Internet 


which is integrated into the new operating system.* 


New Macintosh delivers up to 350 MHz worth of 


raw power with more stability and expandability than ever 


before. So, what would you say to being state-of-the-art? 


There has neier been a better time to buys Marimusn than 


now;. Come- rnd see New Macintosh and you’!! he amazed 


bvwhat vou find. For more imarmatiem visit 


our Web site ar w\v\v.eun cipplc.com.ijk or 


call us on 0800 V4 5 
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Asia's green 
intentions 
lost in the haze 


JnJ.tiiL'siu s PreMiienl Suharto 
ap. ilngised yesterday for forest 

hr*> blanketing ilN neighbour- 
ing nations nf Singapore and 
Malaysia in suflocating smoke. 

! (is apology cunc as he opened 
a meeting of environment min- 
sters from die nine-member 
\sstH.'iu(inn of South-East 
.Asian Nations in Singapore. 
’11 k* it vest fires ;ire a major talk- 
ing point in the region and a 
-toiiuv of widespread public 
e.mcem. 

•To the communities of 
neighbouring countries who 
h.iie been disturbed by the 
tires in our lerriloty. Indonesia 
otters its most sincere apolo- 
gies." Mr Suharto said. He 

s. iiii Jakarta was doing its “lev- 
el Km to present and overcome 
lire on-going bush and forest 
lues raging in our country". 

Some emironmental .spe- 
cialists argue that Indonesia 
c»'m!J do more about what is 
diihhvJ “ha/c" in the region. 
The Lilk has been going on (dr 

t. v long." said Mark Harrison, 
business services manager at 
Singapore's Regional Institute 
•*i Environmental Technology. 

“What we're dealing with is 
a photochemical smog . . . Call- 
ing it a hare as we have done 
:oi so long is the typical softly, 
sotily . \sian .ipproach. I think 
i’.'s time to he more robust." 


Far right scores well in Norway’s election 


Norway^ prime minister has said he will 
step down after lukewarm support in last 
Monday’s election. In a country with so 
much oil wealth it doesn't know what to 
do with it, the doubling of the far-right 
party’s vote is ringing alarm bells, but 
none of the parties scrambling to form a 
coalition will have anything to do with it. 


After Norwegians snubbed their Labour government 
in national elections on Monday, smaller parties were 
scrambling yesterday to see what coalition - if 
any - could master support in a deadlocked parlia- 
ment. 

Making good on his campaign undertaking, the 
Prime Minister, Thorhjoem Jagland, said that his 
minority Labour government would step down 
next month because voters failed to give him the man- 
date he demanded. 

With 47.6 per cent of the vote counted. Labour 
was the leading party, but its 35.1 per cent was un- 
der Mr Jagland's declared minimum of 36.9 per cent 
- the same as Labour got in the last elections four 
years ago. The final votes are to be counted today. 
Labour will have 65 of the 165 scats in parliament 

“I assume the other parties that during the cam- 
paign. said they wanted u< form a new government 
will in fact keep their word." said Mr Jagland when 
announcing his government would step down after 
presenting a national budget draft on 13 October. 

Apart from Labours defeat, Norway’s traditional 
political calm was shuttered by the stunning success 
of the far-right Progress Party, which won 15.3 per 
cent of the vote and 25 seats in parliament - more 
than double the 6.3 per cent the party got in 1993. 

The Progress Party, a neo-Thatcherite grouping 
led by charismatic former businessman Carl Hagen, 
gathered the protest votes of Norwegians who feel 
(heir massive oil wealth is being pinned into the wrong 



Congratulations: Kjell Magne Bondevik, head of a three-party centrist coalition, receiving a cake' 
yesterday after he seemed set to become Norway^ next prime minister Photograph; AP 


pockets. The Labour government has launched a Pe- 
troleum Fund to mop up the billions of oil dollars 
flooding into the economy, but opinion polls showed 
Norwegians felt their health and welfare services and 
schools were suffering. 

Even though it becomes the country's second- 
largest party. Progress is not likely to be invited to 
join any government Other parties consider its poli- 
cies intolerable - especially those railing for tighter 
immigration and refugee policy. 

The next prime minister looks set to be Kjell 
Magne Bondevik, a farmer priest and ex-foreign min- 
ister who is the head of a three-party centrist coali- 


tion that can gamer 42 seats. He began the process 
of trying to put together a coalition government 
yesterday, though he has a breathing space until mid- 
October. 

“We have confirmed what is most important, that 
there is a will among all three centrist parties to of- 
fer an alternative, and then it will be up to parlia- 
ment,'’ said Mr Bondevik, after meeting his potential 
coalition partners. 

The political jockeying raises the possibility that 
none of the small parties will be able to muster 
enough support for a government and that Labour 
would return to power. Agendes 
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Mir crew suffer another 
narrow escape in space 
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Already dented from one cos- 
mic coffiskm, the Mr space sta- 
tion astronauts got another 
scare on Monday night when an 
American satellite whizzed by, 
forcing the crew into its escape 
capsule for 30 minutes rnvtil the 
danger passed. 

. The United States military 
satellite passed within 470 
metres of Afir (right), its clos- 
est brush with an unrelated, 
spacecraft during its U years in 
(Mbit, said Vera Medvedkova, 
spokeswoman at Russia's Mis- 
sion Control, yesterday. 

The speed of the US satel- 
lite and the reason it lifted into 
an orbit so dose to Mir's, were 
not immediately known. 

"The crew was sitting in an 
escape capsule, in case [the 
American satellite] grazed the 
station,” said Ms Medvedkova. 

In Houston, US space offi- 
cials gave a different account, 
saying an inoperative American 
science satellite passed within 
1,200 metres of Mir. “It wasn’t 

Karadzic ban 
lifted amid 
security fear 


The bead of the OSCE mission 
to Bosnia said yesterday he had 
overruled a decision by his of- 
ficials to disqualify the main 
Serb nationalist party fro™ ■» n. 
Cal poll bee*"**** 1 - 



anything major,” said John 
Lawrence; a spokesman for 
the US space agency Nasa. 
"This happens every month." 

Meanwhile a recently re- 
turned cosmonaut said in an in- 
terview published yesterday 
that Afir was just minutes away 
from being abandoned after 
June's collision with a cargo tug. 

Alexander Lazutkin, who 
was the flight engineer when the 
crash occurred, said he was pet- 
rified when he saw the Progress 


cargo craUft drifting inexorably 
towards its collision with Mir. 

“As soon as it hit, the fear 
disappeared.” he said. “We 
had to succeed, to survive.” 

The crew had 24 minutes to 
seal off the damaged Spektr 
module from the rest of the 
complex or abandon ship. 

“[The station] shook vio- 
lently," he said. “Just imagine 
seven tonnes hitting 130 tonnes 
at nearly three metres a second." 

AP 
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sub-commij^, 
the Serb Deit 
(SDS) m the 
Sarajevo, one o£ dozens con- 
tested in weekend municipal 
ejections throughout Bosnia. 

Mr jrowid; 'said he had 
actexi out of ccwccm for the se- 
curity of international supervi- 
sors in the Serb entity, believing 
that the mainly ‘‘symbofle'* ban 
could hinder the knpkauenta- 
doa of election "results and 
would not sjgai&amfy. reduce 
Mr Karadzic's influence. 

On Monday the OSCE’s 
Election Appals Sab-Com- 
mission (EASQ, its fcrfi/iai 
arm, moved to strike d$t the 
SDS in ftle, saying the party 
had flouted a ban on political 1 
activity by indicted war crimi- 
nals under the Dayton treaty. 

The commission said mes- 
sages from Mr Karadzic were 
read our and posters of him 
stuck up at SDS rallies. 

The EASCs ruling said “the 
SDS must be sanctioned se- 
verely if the integrity of the Ac- 
tion is to be maintainetl. fiw a 
person indicted for gf-TwiA- 
and crimes against humanity to 
maintain a position or function 
in one of the leading narinw» t 
parties shocks the conscience”. 



YodTe old enough to realise what will happen to our 
society without a decent universal old-age pension. 

Our slate pension h already one of the lowest in Europe 
and now there are plans for means-testing and other 
dangerous schemes. 

^ one r ^ 3n laridfi the problem of pensioner poverty 
now. None of them guarantee a lair pension in the future. 

If you want to persuade new Labour to soke an old 
injustice, walk with us on the.20th. 

We assemble on the Victoria Embankment opposite 
Charing Cross Pier at 1 pan. and march to Trafalgar Square 
for a rally at &30 pun. Join us. It's your future, loo. 

The Pensioner’s Day 
March & Rally. 

jJcwr brffi w fart. Ur par .h«^ not » fat 

-* 1 b to Tlr Inm b LnOrj ItmL SWB 3U 


Warning over EU rebates 

France yesterday urged Germany to drop its campmgn to secure 

a big reduction-in its net contribution to the European Uturay 
budget, warning it could derail the re-ordering of Europe s fi- 
nances esse nrial for EU enlargement to go ahead. Speakmg af- 
ter talks with British officials m London, Pierre Moscovici, the 
French Minister for European Affairs, noted Britain had already 
■ ruled out a ay change in the rebate formula negotiated by Mar- 
garet Thatcher. “This mustn't become contagious," he said. It 
would be “a very bad start” for the negotiations if every coun- 
try jnsfarwrf on getting its money back. 

At a weekend meeting in Laxembouig,. German Finance Min- 
ister Theo WaigeJ served notice that the current system, under 
which rlainrs to pay 60 per cent of net contributions to the 
£60bn EU budget, had to change. As h strives to getits budget 
deficit below the 3 percent required to qualify for the single cur- 
rency, Bonn is casting around for every possible saving. 

Indonesian deaths prompt riot 

Rioting mobs attacked and set fire to stores, houses and vehi- 
cles belon ging to ethnic Chinese in Ujung Pan dang on the In- 
donesian island of Sulawesi yesterday after two Muslim sisters 
were hacked to death. Gangs beat a 23-year-old deranged eth- 
nic Chinese man to rfeath police said the dead man had attacked 
the two schoolgirls with a knife as they walked home from Is- 
lamic religious class on Monday. a£ 

N Korean famine worsens 

The German Red Cross yesterday called the famin e in North Ko- 
rea one of the worst the world has seen since the Second World 
"War and said around 10,000 children were dying of starvation 
every month. German Red Cross spokeswoman Susanne Anger, 
who had just returned from North Korea, pleaded for more in- 
ternational food and medical aid. Reuters 

Congo thwarts UN 

Laurent Kabila's Democratic Republic of Congo denied UN in- 
vestigators permission yesterday to hunt for evidence of massacres 
of Rwandan Hutu refugees in the town of Mbandaka. Reuters 
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America 
broods over 


army women 
on parade 


A US army survey found 
that men and women 
soldiers view each other 
with increasing 
resentment and distrust. 
*' John Carlin argues that 
it raises questions that 
extend to the civilian 
world about the limits of 
what is feasible in the 
battle for gender 
equality. 


“ethics and moral values’ 1 , 
courses on gender relations. 


There is a rule in the US army 
under which men below the 
rank of general are prohibited 
from carrying umbrellas in uni- 
form. But it does not extend to 
women soldiers. While this 
might seem on the face of it to 
represent a rare case of reverse 
discrimination, and as such a tri- 
umph of sorts for women, it 
goes to the heart of a contro- 
versy raging right now about the 
role of men and women in the 
military. 

A proposal put forward by 
a female colonel a year ago for 
the no-umbrella regulation to 
be lifted for men has been 
gathering dust in the Pentagon 
vaults, “lb this day, every time 
it rains, women with umbreDas 
are harassed by men,” said the 
author of the proposal, Cakrae] 
Vickie Longenecker. “It's like, 
'You Ye special, you get to car- 
ry an umbrella 1 . It’s an irritant” 

Male soldiers feel much the 
same way about the preferea- 
•tial treatment their female 
counterparts receive on matters 
■of physical fitness, one of nu- 


tween men and women the 
issuing of each soldier with 
“value cards” r eminding them 
of their responsibilities. ’ 

Meanwhile, an official exjm- 
mission headed by a former 
senator has been established to 
reappraise the question the 
army has so far chosen not to 
address: whether men and 
women should train and fight 
together at alL 

For now, the traditional 
feminist position occupies the 
hi^ ground. Few have dared to 
come out and challenge the 
conventional equal-opportuni- 
ties orthodoxies. One who has 
is Elaine Donnelly, president of 
the Centre for Military Readi- 
ness, who argues that mixing 
men and women in the army is 
a recipe for calamitous indis- 
cipline on the field of battle. 

“There’s what I call this so- 
cial fiction that men and 
women are interchangeable, 
that standards are the same. 
They’re not,” said Ms Donnel- 
ly, a member of a presidential 
commission that looked into the 
role of women in the military 
in 1992. “And the issue of sex- 
uality, of human nature, is not 
going to go away, no matter 
how many sensitivity training 
sessions you have.” 

Decrying the tendency to ac- 
commodate “feminist zealots” 
at the expense of the practical 
realities of war, she said, “The 
army is not there to advance 
women’s rights; it is not there 
to defend men’s rights. If is 
there to defend the country.” 



Vice-Admiral Patricia A Tracey, the senior ranking 
woman officer in the US Navy 


rthei 


ipti 


merous new findings that 
Anergcd from an internal army 
sprvey conducted over 30 
dkwths and based on interviews 
'’h 35.000 soldiers. 
Thpoondusions of the sur- 
’ released last week, 
to abanhkKficmienit 
of gender relations 
jH) years after the 

of - women in the 

ranks. Sexual coercion of fe- 
male trainees by their superi- 
ors was widespread and sexual 
harassment was rampant More 
Insidious was the general find- 
ing that men and women sol- 
diers view each other with 
wariness and distrust, sapping 
morale and raising questions 
about the army’s battle readi- 
ness. According to one set of 
Statistics* while half the men 
said they believed women in 
their units were treated with 
greater leniency and more 
favouritism. 80 per cent of the 
women disagreed. . ■ 

■' Male drill sergeants, forex- 
ampte, arc especially disgnm- 
tled, complaining that for fear 
of junior female soldiers offi- 
cer wielding the threat of a sex- 
ual harassment case they have 
cone soft in training, diluting 
the code of discipline on which 
an effective army depends: 

The army brass, moving 
sharply to introduce corrective 
measures, has sought to ap- 
pease male soldiers’ resent- 
ment by imposing tougher 
fimess standards for women re- 
cruits. They will now be re- 
quired to do more push-ups and 
sii-ups than before and run a 
nw> mBc course fester than pre- 
viously required. ? 

The women soldiers con- 
cerns are being addressed .the 
way they might be in the civil- 
ian workplace. A “humanre- 
tatkras action plan” has been 
drawn up which recommends a 
week of training for recnnison 


Ms Donnelly is not against 
women in a segregated army. 
She notes with satisfaction, in- 
deed, that women officers have 
’ kept pace with men on pro- 
motions. But the bigger ques- 
tion to which she draws 
attention is whether the con- 
temporary American zeal for 
gender equality in all things 
might selectively be tempered 
by greater recognition of the 
limits that biology ineluctably 
imposes. 

These are, indeed, mixed 
times for the cause of women 
in America. On the one hand, 
there was the news on Monday 
that Paula Jones’ attorney was 
■ due to b egin discussions with 
Bffi Clinton's lawyers towards 
a possible settlement of her sex- 
ual harassment case against 
the president. Whatever you 
think of Ms Jones and Mr 
Clinton, whelberyou believe or 
not her story that he dropped 
his trousers in front of her in 
an Arkansas bowl room six 
years ago, the feet that things 
have reached this pass marks a 
victory for women in the evolv- 
ing power struggle between 
the sexes. 

More open to debate were 
the consequences of the latest 

development in the Miss Amer- 
ica pageant Tfclevision ratings 
have been falling in recent 
yean; so for this year’s event 
held on Saturday in Atlantic 
City, contestants were encour- 
aged to wear bflrinis.'N6t ail 
took up the offer. Onewbodid, 
Miss Illinois, won. 

But the judges, eager to be 
aU dungs to afl persons, said she 

won not because of her. looks 
but because she had spoken 
with Diana-like sensitivity on 
the Aids question and per- 
formed a lively rendition of the 
SOO& “Don’t Rain on My Pa- 
rade”. Which, of course, takes 

us bade to umbreDas. 



A scene from the film Golddiggers of 1937, illustrating an idealised role of women in the military 


Photograph: Kobal Co flection 
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Double agent lured soldiers 
to death in Lebanon 


The 12 Israeli soldiers 
killed in an ambush in 
southern Lebanon this 
month were betrayed by 
a Lebanese double 
agent. It was Israel’s 
greatest military 
humiliation in Lebanon 
since 1985 and 
Hizbollah’s most - 
crushing intelligence 
operation ever. Even the 
Israeli map that led the 
soldiers to their deaths 
was drawn by the pro- 
Iranian militia, as Robert 
fisk writes from 
Ansburiyefi 


The site of Israel's worst mili- 
tary disaster in Lebanon since 
1985 has become a place of pil- 
grimage. Above the burned 
and broken stumps of ever- 
green trees, the rags of Israeli 
uniforms and the scorched 
leaves, there hangs a series of 
banners, all declaring the kfQlqg 
of the 12 Israeli raiders as 
God's work. 

Posters praise the Lebanese 
army - who lit up the night sky 
with Vcrey lights when the Is- 
raelis arrived at 130 in the 
morning of 5 September - and 
the Shiite Muslim Amal mili- 
tia - who came rather late on 
the scene - and the Hizbollah 
guerrillas who planned die am- 
bush and President Assad of 
; Syria who knew nothing about 
it until be read about in the nest 
day's papers. But a young 
woman who climbed from her 
car at the scene yesterday 
caught the Lebanese mood 
rather well. She pulled apart the 
blackened strands of barbed 
wire and stared for almost a 
minute at the mud and burned 
; trees, hugging her arms to her 
i hody. “Thanks be to God,” 

' she muttered. 

But God had less to do 
1 with the ambush of Israel's 


supposedly elite commandos 
than a young Lebanese M uslim 
man whose cousin is a prison- 
er in one of Israel's jails and 
who - blackmailed and bribed 
- had for more than five years 
worked for the Israeli army's 
intelligence service inside 
southern Lebanon. Israeli 
ground raids into Lebanon are 
regularly planned and even 
accompanied by Lebanese 
spies. But in an underground - 
.wax that usually goes unre- 
ported in Lebanon, the Htzbol- 
lah have steadily been breaking 
Israel's army of collaborators. 

Investigations by The Inde- 
pendent leave no room for 
doubt that a double agent - in 
his mid-thirties and working for 
Israel since 1992 - deliberate- 
ly led the Israeli raiders into a 
minefield. Even the map carried 
by the Israeli unit commander, 
containing details of his sol- 
diers' five-mile trek on. foot 
from the Mediterranean 
through the olive groves to- 
wards the village of Ausouriyeh 
at 130 in the morning - a map 
supposedly the work of Israel’s 
faithful collaborator - was 
drawn by Hizbollah officers. 

Israeli intelligence had been 


fold - via their “turned" col- 
laborator - that an important 
Hizbollah leaderwas staying in 
Ausouriyeh On the night of 4 
■September. 

In fact, it was this same 
leader - the assassination tar- 
get of the Israelis - who set up 
. what can only be described as 
a cl ass ic guerrilla ambush. In- 
stead of being in the village, he 
was hiding in the darkness 
scarcely a mile from fbe grove 
of lemon and orange trees 
through which the Hrzboflah 
map would lead the Israelis - 
and in which the Hizbollah 
had already placed dozens of 
mines, some beneath ; the 
ground, others banging from 
the branches of the fir trees lin- 
ing the tiny lane to Ansonriyeh. 

Even before the sue Israeli 
naval craft approached the 
coast with their cargo of 
dinghies and the 16-man raid- 
ing party, the Hxzbollab had 
told focal Lebanese army units 
to prepare for action and that 
their forthcoming operation 
was to be named “Abbas Am- 
bush’' after Abbas Moussawi, 
the Hizbollah chairman assas- ■ 
sinated in an Israeli helicopter 
attack in 1992. Unaware that 



they were walking into the 
most carefully laid ambush in 
Lebanese guerrilla history, the 
soldiers landed on the beach 
north of Saqsaqieh and set off 
towards Ausouriyeh, their ra- 
dio operator in the lead, their 
commander in the middle, an- 
other soldier carrying explosives 
on his back. The map showed 
a path tunning parallel with the 
village laneway, curtained by tali 
conifers which would protect 
the Israeli soldiers - and con- 
ceal the mines that were wait- 
ing for them. The first man to 
step on a mine was the soldier 
carrying explosives. He was 
torn to pieces with at least six 
of his colleagues. 

When the Hizbollah opened 
. fire, their battlefield was lit by 
the Lebanese army’s Vcrey 
lights - an act that was to cost 
the army six dead in an Israeli 
revenge attack last week- What 
the Hizbollah did not know was 
that down the laneway would 
drive a 43-year old Palestinian 
-whose husband was in Saudi 
Arabia - and her very drunk, 
35-year-old Lebanese lover. 
The five surviving Israelis, four 
of whom were already wound- 
ed, poured bullets towards the 
headlights, rilling the woman 
instantly and hitting her lover 
six times. When Israeli rescue 
helicopters arrived 45 minutes 
later - summoned by the un- 
wounded radio operator - an 
army doctor was khled when be 
leapt from one of the ma- 
chines. 

Only the Lebanese double- 
agent was not there to see his 
handiwork. He. had already 
been moved to a safe house 
along with his family, now un- 
der the Hizbollah’s protection. 
His was the one uncredited 
name on the banners now 
hang in g from the burned 
branches of tbe trees where the 
mines mice bung. “The trees 
are talking to each other,” one 
of these sinister messages 
reads. “Tbe trees said: There 
are Israelis among us - kin 
them’." 



An Israeli Border policeman arrests a Palestinian yesterday, after he had a dispute with one of hi s new neighbours in 
Ras eMmoud, east Jerusalem, where Jewish settlers occupied two houses Photograph; Menahem Kahana/AFP 

Army prepares for guerrilla war 


BAB CLAYS 



As Israeli settlers turn the hous- 
es they occupy in Ras al-Amoud 
into fortresses in the face of gov- 
ernment pleas to evacuate, the 
Israeli army says it is training its 
troops for prolonged guerrilla 
war. A senior officer, speaking 
anonymously, said the fighting 
in the occupied territories, con- 
quered by Israel in 1967, would 
be worse than anything seen in 
Lebanon. 

Assaf Hefctz, the Israeli po- 
lice commissioner, said" yester- 
day that he feared the settlers' 


takeover in Ras al-Amoud 
would “trigger riots and a re- 
newal of the Palestinian upris- 
ing in Jerusalem”. Meanwhile 
Ffy akim Rubinstein, the attor- 
ney-general, said the govern- 
ment, which is to decide what 
to do today, had the legal right 
to remove the settlers. 

It is unclear if the Israeli 
Prime Minister, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu, is willing or able to do 
so in the face of ministers who 
support the settlers. 

Dr living Moskowitz, the 


Miami multi-millionaire who 
purchased the properties, said: 
“This is the first time in mil- 
lennia that Jews come to the 
Mount of Olives not to be 
buried but to live there.” 

The impact on the life of the 
11,000 Palestinians in Ras al- 
Amoud is significant because 
the 15 settlers are protected by 
some 60 paramilitary police 
who stop and search all Pales- 
tinian vehicles entering the 
street where the settlers Jive. 

So far Palestinian reaction 


has been limited, with only 
small demonstrations, although 
Yasser Arafat the Palestinian 
leader, is to meet with Arab for- 
eign ministers and tour Europe. 
Potentially more effective is a 
United States demand that Is- 
rael remove the settlers, saying 
that their action was contrary to 
the demand of Madeleine Al- 
bright the US Secretary of 
State, when in Israel last week, 
that the Israeli government re- 
frain from “unilateral actions”. 

- Potrick Cockbum 
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16/DEATH ON THE ROADS 


Drive to keep drug 
takers out of cars 


vr"’- 


More and more 
motorists are 
believed to be taking 
drugs and driving. 

Jason Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, looks at 
how the police and the 
Government are trying 
to find ways of stopping 
them causing mayhem 
on the roads. 


Roadside drug tests for mo- 
torists suspected of taking ille- 
gal substances are to be piloted 
under plans being examined by 
the Department of Transport 

More than 100,000 mo- 
torists could be driving under 
the influence of drugs, accord- 
ing to the early findings of a 
three-year study. It confirmed 
findings that a quarter of those 
involved in 465 road-traffic 
deaths in Britain in the past 11 
months had taken drugs. Twen- 
ty per cent were illicit sub- 
stances, mainly cannabis, and 
5 per cent were medical drugs. 

A poiice-DoT working 
group is examining the issue of 
drug-taking and driving amid 
evidence that it is one of the 
fastest-growing motoring prob- 
lems. National roadside testing 
is considered inevitable, al- 
though there are still prob- 
lems with developing a 
workable system. 

There are also proposals to 
prosecute all motorists found 
with traces of drugs, whatever 
the amount, in their bodies, 
which could result in someone 
who had smoked cannabis 
weeks before being jailed. 

The latest results of the 
drug-driving testing were dis- 
cussed at the Superintendents’ 
Association conference in Bris- 
tol yesterday. It emerged that 
the DoT is considering setting 
up roadside drug tests in a num- 
ber of police forces in about 


nine months. Officers are ex- 
pected to use body wipes which 
can detect individual drugs. 

The wipes are attached to a 
short stick and rubbed against 
the suspect’s forehead and 
neck. It changes colour if a drug 
is detected, although only one 
substance can be tested at a 
lime. 

Motorists taking part in tri- 
als would be volunteers and 
would escape arrest if positively 
tested unless their driving was 
considered impaired. 

The police scientific branch 
is working on developing a 
roadside test and is expected to 
report in spring. 

If a practical testing system 
is developed and the Govern- 
ment changes the law to allow 
roadside stops, the police be- 
lieve a national scheme could 
be operating within three yeans. 

Superintendent David 
Rowe, chairman of the Asso- 
ciation of Chief Alice Officers' 
waiting party looking on the is- 
sue, yesterday called for a zero- 
tolerance rate for motorists 
found with drugs in their bod- 
ies, ft was too difficult to set lim- 
its and to let off motorists 
found to have taken illegal 
substances was “tantamount 
to condoning drug taking”. 

If a zero limit was set, mo- 
torists who took substances 
such as cannabis, which can re- 
main in the bloodstream for up 
to four months, could be pros- 
ecuted long after the drug re- 
mained potent 

This could lead to allega- 
tions that the police were de- 
liberately targeting certain 
groups considered to be heavy 
drug-users. 

Supt Rowe said the problem 
they had uncovered was the “tip 
of the iceberg": of 679,000 
people who gave a negative 
breath test in 1996, up to 
120,000 could have taken drugs 
if the recent survey reflected the 
national picture. 


Shock tactics aim 
to cut speeding 


The Government’s latest 
series of shocking 
adverts are designed to 
make speeding as 
unacceptable as drink- 
drinldng. Randeep Ramesh, 
Transport 

Correspondent, reports 
on how ministers want 
to end the killing sprees 
of speed. 


Ministers launched their hard- 
hitting “kill your speed” cam- 
paign yesterday aimed at 
reducing the death toll on the 
nation’s roads caused by the 
thoughtless speeding of mo- 
torists. 

The campaign includes TV 
adverts showing real-life video, 
footage of happily playing chil- 
dren who were later killed by 
speeding motorists. The Gov- 
ernment is determined lo re- 
duce deaths caused by 
speeding, which last year was 
linked to more than 1,000 
deaths. Baroness Hayman, min- 
ister for roads, told journalists 
that the campaign would have 
been pulled if it had caused fur- 
ther distress to Buckingham 
Palace or the Spencer family 
following the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wiles. 

The £3.7m campaign - part 


of the "Kill Your Speed" ini- 
tiative — features four children 
who are seen in home videos. 
One is William Blackl ock, 13, 
who was knocked down -and 
killed by a 19-year-old speed- 
ing motorist on a zebra cross- 
ing near his home in Olney, 
Buckinghamshire, in 1994. 

Baroness Hayman said the 
Government was committed 
to creating a climate in which 
speeding was as socially unac- 
ceptable as drink-driving. 

The Government was con- 
sidering a number of measures 
that wculd encourage motorists 
to slow down. Baroness Hay- 
man said 20mph zones were 
proving "particularly effective" 
in reducing crashes. 

Another option considered 
by civil servants was to in- 
crease the number of speed 
cameras on Britain’s roads. To 
fund the new initiatives, mon- 
ey generated by fines would be 
used to buy more speed cam- 
eras. “We need to be careful 
that we improve road safety and 
not just raise revenue," said 
Baroness Hayman. 

Motoring organisations wel- 
comed the anti-speed cam- 
paign. The AA said: “We folly 
support the government's 
stance. More cameras would 
also be useful if they were tar- 
geted at accident blackspots and 
tr affic lights." 


DAILY POEM 


Pied Beauty 

by Gerard Manley Hopkins 

Glory be to God for dappled things - 
For skies of couple -colour iis a blinded cow; 

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim ; 
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-fails; finches' wings; 

Landscape {dotted and pieced -fold, fallow, and plough; 
And dll trades, their gear and tackle and trim. 

AU tilings counter, original, spare, strange; 

Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) 

With swift, slow; sweet, sour, adazzle, dim; 

He falhers-fonh whose beauty is past chatty: 

Praise him. 

This week’s poems come from the new Faber Book of Beasts : 
an anthology of “some of the best poems in English about the 
creatures who share our planet”, edited by Paul Muldoon (Taber 
& Fhbcr, £14.99). 






case: A motorist using a breathalyser. Soon drivers could also be checked for a range of other substances 


Photograph: John Lawrence: 
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Judge Jules is Radio I 's 
new dance weapon 


Radio 1 has poached its fourth 
star disc jockey from its rival sta- 
tion, Kiss FM, as it moves itself 
relentlessly into the dance mu- 
sic arena. 

Judge Jules, one of the best- 
known dub and dance music 
DJs in the countiy, has followed 
Danny Rampling, Dave Pearce 
and Lisa UAnson on the trip 
from Kiss's trendy north Lon- 
don headquarters to the more 
saber surroundings of Broad- 
casting House. 

In the anonymous world of 
dance music, the DJs have re- 
placed bands and singers as the 
stars. They go on tours of clubs 
and produce records just like 
-old-fashioned bands and Radio 
1 has been signing up a team 
around its home-grown grand - 
. father of dance DJs, Pete Tbng. 

The addition of Judge Jules 
to Radio l’s schedule will see 


output devoted to dance music 
increase to a rather mammoth 
10 hours every Friday and 13 
hours every Saturday, with an- 
other four hours on Sunday 
night- In all, the station -which 
has parted company over the 
last four years with its old star . 
DJs such as Simon Bates and 
Dave Lee Travis - is now de- 
voting 34 hours a week to 
dance music. 

The dance musk boom now 
covers such a bewildering array 
of styles from jungle, drum 
and bass and speed garage to 
handbag house, techno and 
trance that. Radio 1 has 
changed its rules on creating a 
playlist "It used to be put to- 
gether by the suits,*’ said a Ra- 
dio 1 spokesman. “Now all the 
DJs,- producers and specialists 
can come along.” 

— Foul McCann 
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Rave treatment: 
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Problems facing clubbers include ‘PVC bottom’, ‘dubberV finger* and facial cigarette bums 
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Dangers that 
lurk in the 
shadows of 
clubland 


1 


Every weekend, millions 
of young people take 
illegal drugs and dance in 
dark rooms filled with 
loud music. But there 
are many dangers 
lurking in the shadows. 
Next month a meeting 
of dub owners, doctors 
and police will discuss 
how to make it a safe 
pastime. Paul McCann 
reports. 


“PVC Bottom” may sound like 
something attached to a kitchen 
implement but it is in fact one 
of the more minor ailments that 
can affect clubbers. 

“PVC Bottom” is when gills 
wear a pair of PVC shorts to 
nightclubs without underwear 
and dance for six or seven 
hours. Accident and emergency 
departments report dozens of 
cases of severe chafing, almost 
like burns, caused by the fric- 
tion of PVC on flesh. 

It is just one of a number of 
unique health concerns raised 


there are other, smaller clubs, 
that send us dozens of problems 
every weekend. Clubbing now 
accounts for a very large pro- 
portion of what the young pop- 
ulation does. It is our concern 
that all chibs they go to should 
be made safe.” 

The conference will also 
recommend the provision of 
“chill our areas to allow 
dancers to cool down and the 
provision of free water to 
rehydrate clubbers who have 
taken ecstasy. 

It will be addressed by 
George Howarth. the Home 
Office minister, drug counsel- 
lors, policemen and doctors, but 
the sponsors of the confer- 
ence, the so-called “superclub" 
Cream in Liverpool, Liverpool 
University and the North West 
NHS also want clubbers to go. 

One of the subjects up for 
debate will be whether clubbers 
should be able to get ecstasy 
tested, as they can in Amster- 
dam, to make sure they are not 
buying dangerous cocktails. 

Already up and r unning are 
leafleting campaigns at some 
clubs to let people know what 
chemicals ecstasy can contain. 


. ' Jr 


‘ >«' 



*T ! 




l - - 


Welcome to Marlboro Country 



/0VS * Warning 

* WWunn 

\:coimc 


\ lari boro Ligni 


n rn a in 


ij ^ m ii 


NIloiip. 


Floor Plan: Chibs want better care for injured dancers 

Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


by the massive popularity of 
dubbing that will be discussed 
at an upcoming conference try- 
ing to make clubs healthier. 

Other strange dub-related 
injuries include “clubber’s fin- 
ger" which is where dancers try 

to dislodge what they think is 
a cigarette butt stuck to the bot- 
tom of their shoe only to dis- 
cover it is a piece of broken 
glass, which causes tiny Lacer- 
ations to fingertips. Ggarette 
burns in the face are also a 
worry - these are due to people 

waving their aims around as 
they dance with a lit cigarette 
- as are torn calf muscles or 
tendons from hours of dancing. 

The concern of the confer- 
ence, Health of the Cubbing 
Nation, will be to try to bring 
smaller nightclubs up to scratch 
with the famous big-name dubs 
which have their own medical 
teams and security. 

“We see around 1,000 ad- 
missions a year from night- 
clubs,’' said Dr Christopher 
Luke, a consultant at the Roy- 
al Liverpool University Hospi- 
tal’s accident and emergency 
department “Only one or two 
of them are from the biggest 
dub of all, Cream, which has its 
own medical team and weD- 
trained staff. Naming no names 


A concern for the ground- 
breaking HIT drug-counselling 
leam in Liverpool is that the Bill 
by the MP Bany Legg to close 
down any clubs where drugs 
have been taken is not an im- 
pediment to getting a health 
message across to club owners 
and dub-goers. 

Despite the media focus on 
ecstasy the conference will also 
hear that 80 per cent of ad- 
missions to hospitals from dubs 
are caused by drinking and vi- 
olence compared with just 10 
per cent due to ecstasy prob- 
lems such as panic attacks. 

Dr Luke also reflects the 
experience of many clubbers 
that ecstasy can make a safer 
environment: “In clubs where 
ecstasy easts the level of vio- 
lence is appreciably lower. 
Where drink is the main cul- 
tural vehide, violence is en- 
demic.” he said. 

The conference will cover 
the entire dubbing from getting 
in to sexual relations so there 
is a representative from the Na- 
tional Association of Licensed 
Door Supervisors and one from 
the Brook Advisory Centres to 
talk about sexual health. 

• The Health of the Clubbing 
Nation, Cream nightclub, 
Liverpool, 31 October 
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Karen Kingston: 'After I'd been going to Bali on holiday for four years I decided it was time to get a man to go with the lifestyle' 

If you want to sort out your life, 
sort out your cupboards first 


Photograph: Kaipesh Lathjgra 


For Karen Kingston, 
part New Age thinker, 
part businesswoman, 
space-clearing has 
become a way of life. 

It’s a philosophy that 
has shown her the 
path from basement 
gloom to enlightenment 
and a surprise 
best-selling book. 

Ann Trenemon met her. 


Karen Kingston may look en- 
tirely ordinary as she sits in her 
paprika trouser suit and sips an 
apple juice, but she is anything 
but. “Look," she says, leaning 
forward, “even five years ago I 
wouldn't have talked about this 
to someone that I didn't know." 

She still seems a little ner- 
vous, but then she is New Age 
with capital letters and has 
come to explain to me some- 
thing she invented called “space 
clearing" and to discuss her 
best-selling book on the subject. 

But first we talk numbers. 
“It's sold 50,000 copies here and 
50,000 copies in the States in a 
very short lime." The first UK 
prim run was only a few thou- 
sand. and there have been six 
reprints in the UK during the 
fust year. “In the States it's gone 
completely mainstream and has 
been put right in the home dec- 


orating sections." 

Creating Sacred Space with 
Feng Shui may have some some 
terrific chapters on how to dear 
your clutter, but the rest is 
about space-clearing and there 
is nothing mainstream about 
that. “The best way to describe 
it," says Karen, “is that each 
place has an atmosphere or en- 
ergy frequency and I have de- 
vised a 21-step programme to 
dear out the old atmospheres 
and put in a new one of your 
own." 

Confused? Let’s start from 
the beginnings 

“1 rented lots of places and 
some of them were ghastly," she 
explains. “I had been worked 
very hard to develop my intu- 
ition and I had started being 
sensitive to places. 

The turning point for me 
was a ground-floor flat. It just 
had this awful energy. It was so 
dark and despairing and 2 
noticed that while I was there 
I began to change. I became in- 
sular and started to become 
depressed. I had an unhappy 
love affair when I was in that 
place." 

Karen, now in her forties, 
was New Age long before it was 
fashionable. "It was in that flat 
that I started to do these space- 
clearing techniques that 1 had 
been developing.” 

What, like spring cleaning? 
“No! I go around clapping and 


ringing bells and this kind of 
thing." 

So, more like an exorcism? 
“No, I’ve never experienced 
any spirits or anything like that 
It was a house buQi in the 
1920s and it had never been 
lived in by anyone who was af- 
fluent or vety happy. This en- 
ergy had simply built up and got 
lodged there. I had moved in 
and it had affected me. 

Then I started changing 
the energy, through various 
techniques using sound. I just 
used dapping and an old school 
bell." 

Space-clearing takes in many 
aspects of feng shui, the Chinese 
art of home arrangement and 
other New Age practices, but 
the lessons of that first flat still 
stand. Karen is convinced that 
places, like people, have pat- 
terns. So if one couple quarrels 
continually in a house she 
would expect the next couple to 
do so. If the company that was 
previously in your office went 
bankrupt start to worry now. 

But the first thing you have 
to do is dear out the duller. You 
cannot space-clear a house if 
you cannot get in the front door 
(as was the case with one of her 
Australian clients years ago). 

The idea is that everything 
that you don't either love or use 
must go. Otherwise energy be- 
comes stagnant and people get 
stuck in ruts. Many people nev- 


er get beyond this part of the 
book, as they send for a skip and 
head for the attic. 

Karen believes that as peo 1 
ple sort out their belongings, 
they also sort out their lives: Of 
course, some go overboard. 
This one woman wrote to say 
that she .was moving to a new 
house mid that all she was tak- 
ing was my book, her husband, 
the children, animals, plants, a 
bell and some candles. I get let- 
ters like that.” 

The key to Karen's success 
is the way she manages to pro- 
mote her esoteric theories in 
practical ways. It is impossible 
not to laugh at some of her sto- 
ries (or to be envious of a 
lifestyle that involves living half 
the year in Bali and half in Lon- 
don: she fell in love with the is- 
land after a chanoe visit and was 
astonished to find a culture in 
which space-clearing has long 
been a way of life). For instance, 
she tells this one about how she 
found true love. 

“After I'd been going to Bali 
on holiday for four years I de- 
rided it was time to get a man 
to go with the lifestyle." She 
grins at this. “So I wrote my 
shopping list. You bave to be 
specific about these kinds of 
things. Height, eye colour, sex- 
ual stamina, everything. 

“By this time I was doing a 
lot of feng shui work and I knew 
I bad to create space for this 


new relationship. At the time I 
had two wardrobes of clothes. 
I knew that one had to go and 
I cleared it- 1 also had a big chest 
of drawers. I thought that he 
would be travelling light - I 
knew I wanted a BaUnese - and 
so I only cleared one drawer. I 
would lie in the bath every 
morning and visualise this man 
in my bed." 

Then sbe went to Bali. With- 
in weeks she had found Mr 
Right. Within months he was on 
his way back to England. When 
he came to the flat Karen 
showed him his wardrobe and 
drawer. “He said ‘My God, 
were you expecting me?' Since 
then, nothing surprises him.’' 

Except for the fact that she 
gets paid for space-clearing. 
“He thinks that is a hoot!” She 
charges £100 an hour and 
makes a good living from her tri- 
angular career of author, work- 
shop presentee and 
space-dearer. She is upfront 
about money, and her attitude 
towards feng shui is refreshing, 
too. “Fish tanks? Don’t use 
’em." But the feng shui boom 
has fitted her own purposes - 
it is no mistake that it appears 
in her book tide -and she seems 
aware of all sons of bottom 
lines. ‘Are you going to put the 
phone number in? I’d like to 
create some work for my team." 

Then she goes rather cosmic 
again: The great chie for try- 


ing to create something in your 
life is not to care whether some- 
thing happens or noL It didn’t 
matter to me bow the book sold. 
I make more than enough mon- 
ey from my workshops and 
consultations, so the book was 
an extra. This meant I was able 
to set Impossible goals for it. I 
wanted to see it in every airport 
in the world, and I wanted it to 
be in WH Smith. People kept 
saying, ‘But Karen, WH Smith 
does not buy these kinds of ti- 
tles.”’ They were wrong - and 
Karen also claims to have seen 
it at several airports. “Of course, 
it may be that they take the 
stands down after I pass by!" 

Her new project is a book 
called Clear Your Clutter and 
Change Your Life! It will come 
out next year. Her hands out- 
line a shape. “It has to be small 
so it doesn't constitute clatter!" 

She says people are fasci- 
nated fcy the subject. "People 
come up to me and say: ‘Karen, 
can I just ask you one quick 
question?’ That's the phrase 
they use. I think it is a funda- 
mental part of human nature to 
want to know about yourself.” 

I bite my tongue and swal- 
low my one quick question 
about what it means to have a 
seriously out-of-tune piano in 
one comer of the Lounge, even 
though, for one moment, I 
really thought I needed to 
know. 


Close encounters of the Alan Clark kind 


Alan Clark may be an 
irresistible figure in the 
national landscape, but 
In Saltwood village 
(population 77.1) he is 
simply unmissable. 

Robert Verkaik grew up 
at the foot of Clark’s 
castle drive 

You, dear reader, may sit in your 
armchair watching his elegant 
television history of the Tory par- 
ty or leaf through his Diaries 
savouring the de-haui-en-bas 
barbs and amazing tales of lech- 
ery but I, brought up in the shad- 
ow of his beautiful castle in 

Saltwood, never walk past the 
place without a wary eye on Lhe 
battlements. Because I remem- 
ber how his sons once took pot- 
shots from those battlements at 
village boys out centering. 

Alan Clark may have a spe- 
cial place in the national con- 
sciousness, but in Saltwood we 
see him close up. You might ex- 
pect he castle would have a 
moat; on warm summer morn- 
ings we see him swimming in iL 
You know about his vintage 


cars; we see him in leather dri- 
ving hat and goggles whizzing 
round the village being Toad of 
Toad HaU. 

A 69-year-old Lothario? 
Neighbours are used to him ap- 
pearing at the castle gate in 
trampish garb - scruffy jumper 
and baggy trouscis set off by a 
green woolly “Benny” haL Seen 
like thaL he is not the last of the 
red-hot lovers but there are still 
red-hot political issues: will he 
build a hospice on the area of 
his land which now serves as the 
local allotments? Will he ever 
re -allow open days at the cas- 
tle? He stopped them because 
he said there was continued pil- 
fering (including the main key 
to the castle gale). 

Such is the effect of great 
men up close. Tom Fuller, 18. 
still lives opposite the castle es- 
tate and used to be the Clarks' 
paper boy. Occasionally Clark 
gives him & lift up the hill in one 
of his motor cars. Tom is duly 
grateful, but wonders if the 
presence of his girlfriend in a 
minis kirt might have something 
to do with it And then last year 
the Fullers' cat, admittedly on 
castle grounds, was savaged by 


one of the Clark Rottweilers 
(the ones that attacked a BBC 
film crew on the day Clark was 
selected as MP for Kensington 
and Chelsea). Then there are 
the casualties of the Diaries: the 
fat wife of a parish councillor 
whom he caught “stealing" fire- 
wood from the castle grounds. 
And the “incredibly tiresome" 
woman behind him at a Christ- 
mas service who “RADA'd up" 
the responses during the 
prayers, and her “buffer" of a 
husband who “blundered in 
occasionally, nicotine tones, 
and always out of time so that 
momentarily he came to be 
leading some of the prayers”. 

Many of the villagers bave 
felt his famous bark. Chris 
Capon is a well known local Tory 
councillor who has been Clark's 
postman and friend for over 20 
years. As postman he often 
found himself the victim of the 
“Clark bark”, reserved for poor- 
ly performing tradesmen and 
trespassers. Postman Capon 
got the full blasting with, 
“POSTMAN!!! don't bloody 
well slam the door," every time 
he banged the wooden 
portcullis too loudly and dis- 


turbed the blackbird nesting in 
the castle letter box. Says Mr 
Capon: “He’s certainly got quite 
a temper,” but adds, “people 
admire his outspokenness and 
the way he conducts bis life. He 
is what he is and doesn't ponce 
around the village saying I'm 
Alan Clark.” 

Despite all this, in the village 
itself, there is a cross-party 
hardcore of local people who 
are fiercely loyal to their glam- 
orous castellan. Even Saltwood 
and Hythe Labour party or- 
ganiser, Bernard Sealy, admits 
to a grudging admiration, ex- 
pressing a preference for dark 
as his local MP rather than the 
current incumbent Micbael 
Howard. Says Mr Sealy: “I 
think he’s fairly honest When 
he’s drunk he says he's drunk 
and not on tablets. And I don’t 
think he would do anyone down 
unless they had an attractive 
wife or daughter." 

So settle In your armchair, 
dear reader, the effect of great 
men close up may be just the 
same as at a distance after all. 
Alan Clark's ‘History of the Tory 
forty' ison Sundays, 8.30pm, on 
BBC2 




BELOVED AND BONK 

Diary of a divorce 


My husband has just left me so the dog has 
begun to chase the chickens again. She has 
naug ht the sparks from the thunderbolt that 
has struck us alL This has meant that at mo- 
ments of highest drama, such as - ME: 
“Don't you remember making love in the 
shower when we had a flat full of guests?" 
HIM: “I never liked that green paint in the 
bathroom,” we have to break off so I can 
scream myself hoarse at the bottom of the 
garden amid squawking fowls and a box- 
er with neon eyes. 

It is the sort of thing we would have 
laughed ourselves silly over a few weeks ago 
but there seems to have been a bit of a 
sense -of-h umour failure since Beloved 
rump; home and announced his immin ent 
departure to be with Book in a Netting HID 
love-nest. 

It’s all in a perfectly noble cause, mind 
you: Personal Growth - his- and as he so 
very generously says, mine too. Sweet, re- 
ally. I spent my first night of personal 
growth lying face down on our lawn chew- 
ing grass and keening into the worm casts. 
I have been doing lots of similar en- 
hanced development work every night 
since- 

Sacfiy, Beloved finds ary reactions a lit- 
tle embarrassing. Having been brave 
enough to break free from the constrain- 
ing shackles of marriage, he is standing in 
a shiny new world washed dean of all the 
dqying shards of years of wasted past So 
when I finally lost it yesterday, and smashed 
our entire dinner service (very neatly in a 
skip) and sliced up my arms for good mea- 
sure, he was tight-lipped. He told me terse- 
ly to change my trousers because the 
children would be upset if they saw the 
blood. La ter he asked if there was anything 
that “sparked it off”. 

At moments like this, headlines flash be- 
fore my eyes - such as “Aliens Stole My 
Husband” Is this the same man who used 
to balance peanuts on his nose for my en- 
tertainment and do walrus imperson- 
ations? 

Of course, those were the days when 
M & S boxers were acceptable and he was 
happy to cyde to work looking a total nerd 
in one of those back-to- front helmets. 
Nothing much short of Paul Smith and 
Calvin Klein on his batty these days, and 
precious little peanut balancing since he 
became a weekly boarder in London and 
could officially say he was a film director. 
Not a great deal of smiling either. Do you 
ever see a film director smiling? 

I blame it on tbe telly, driving nice staff 
out into tbe nasty corrupting wurfd of free- 
lancedom where they drink testosterone 
with egomania chasers. London media 
freelanceness did for Beloved, poor lamb. 
He rediscovered the joys of single life, this 
time not as a poor student but as a grown- 
up with serious dosh, glam job and a 
Gerkenwell flat Coming home to a wife 
who knows her chickens by name and wor- 
ries if the wind will snap her rudbeckias 
must have begun to seem a pretty unat- 
tractive op don. I mean, compared with giv- 
ing Bonk a once-over against the glittering 
backdrop of the City skyline ... 

So I'm coming to terms with it all by 
thinking of it as a style decision. A coun- 
try wife and kids just didn’t fit with 
Beloved's Criterion dinners and Armani 
trews. Uke wearing wellies to the Baftas. 
With us still attached he could never have 
that ultimate media accessory: a divorce. 
It was simply a-dedsion forced on him by 
circ umstan ces. 

So what man would fit my new style? 
Wbat exactly does match a divorcee with 
two kids and a rudbedda fixation? Well, 
let's put it this way - ain’t no point ring- 
ing Alan Rickman and telling him Tm fi- 
nally free. Something more countrified 
might be suitable and more accesfljle (since 
the rudbeckias and' chickens don't allow 
travelling for sex). I've never really fancied 
anything in tweeds but after 20 years of reg- 
ular delightful bonking and now two weeks 
without, I may have to lower my standards. 

Or would it be simpler to have a sex 
clause in the divorce settlement agreement? 
You know, the cost of the mortgage, the 
Aga service and two sessions eveiy month. 
I'D have to ask tbe lawyer. Watch this space. 

Stevie Morgan 
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Four ages of 
woman, all of 
them young 


Schoolgirl, student, 
working girt, granny: all 
those looks are on offer 
this autumn from top 
designers and from the 
high street shops that 
make their looks 
affordable. So far, so 
*Vgood. But a word of 
warning, writes Tamsirr 
Blanchard , you’d better 
not be too old - or it 
could all go terribly 
wrong. 

Photographs are by 

Vikki Jackman 


This autumn, designers have 
come dean on then* fixation for 
youth. They have done little to 
disguise the fact that their 
dream customer is a preco- 
cious. 6ft-tall 15-year-old with 
strong ankles, used to wearing 
4in heels and possessed of more 
dosh than sense. They have 
even taken their inspiration 
from the school playground, al- 
though think StTbiniansand the 
Gash Street Kids rather than 
Cheltenham Ladies' College. 

> Juhn Galliano, for one. has de- 
r signed the ultimate school uni- 
form guaranteed to send 
mothers and headmistresses 
into a frenzy. Blazers are two 
sizes too small, skirts just about 
cover knickers and short socks 
are worn with stiletto heels. 

In reality, of course, it is only 
the women who arc old enough 
to have a child of school age 
who arc likely to have earned 
enough money to be able to af- 
ford £700 for a school blazer. 
And would such a woman really 
want to go into competition with 
her lithe and adolescent daugh- 
ter? It's not just Galliano and 
a handful of other designers 
who think so. The high-street 
chains have joined the con- 
spiracy too: At Jigsaw, (or 
Marks i&Spenocr, for th3t mat- 
ter) you can buy a V-ncck tank 
top just like the one your broth- 
er used to wear when he was in 
the fifth form, and at Hobbs, the 
"l chain you always thought was 
~ for serious women, there are 
flighty liulc grey miniskirts like 
flic ones your brother used to 
chase when he was a sixth-for- 
mer. Not all designers and 
chain stores are caught in the 
schoolgirl groove, however. 
Other ages of women have also 
caught their collective imagi- 


nation, such as Bohemian stu- 
dent, working girl, and granny 
too. Perhaps the headmistress 
can get a look in after all 
The twentysomething stu- 
dent who shops at charity 
stores, car boot sales and flea 
markets is a perennial inspir- 
ation for design teams. They 
love her mismatched, makc-do- 
and-mend style, from the Fifties 
embroidered cardigans she 
haggles over to the Thirties 
tea dresses and bits of under- 
slips she finds in the £5 box. For 
women who have never out- 
grown student days, but who 
don’t like the gne.ll of mothballs, 
designers such as the Italians 
Anna Molinari, and Dolce e 
Gabbana as well as London- 
based Oements&bent), them- 
selves not so longput of college 
to have forgotten, are for you. 
On the high street. Monsoon 
has a precious beaded shift 
dress, while Biba, reinvented for 
the Nineties, has embroidered 
cardigans that might just pass 
for second-hand. 

If you’re beyond the charm 
of student style, and looking for 
something a little more strong 
and strident, bow about a dose 
of good, old-fashioned power 
dressing? As you may have 
heard, the Eighties are back m 
fashion. Hard-edged aggres- 
sion has re-entered the fashion 
designer's lexicon by means of 
killer heels, pinstripe suits and 
knock ’em dead shoulder pads. 
If you’re having problems being 
tairen seriously at work, you 
needn’t. Depending on your 
salary, go for Gucci spike heels, 
Pearce Fionda trouser suits, or 
Givenchy make-a-pass-at-me- 
and-lll-show-you-what-a-stfl- 
etto-hecbin-your-foot-feds-Hkfi 
miniskirts. If you haven’t quite 
reached those dizzy heights on 
the pay scale. Warehouse and . 
Morgan have just the thi ng to 
help you on your way, includ- 
ing a grey flannel bustier and a 
sharply tailored suiL Oasis and 
Karen Milien can supply the 
leather sldrt Just add metallic 
spike shoes from Russell and 
Bromley audithere will be no 
stopping you. 

■ Any. woman who donned 
her power soifand % gloss and 
hit the glass ceiling in die Eight- 
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has been hawked about the 
catwalks since Prada rediscov- 
ered square-toe shoes and retro 
patterns. Miss Jean Brodie 
tweeds, bouclt wools, kick- 
pleat skirts and sensible heels 
form another key look for win- 
ter. Karen Milien has jumpers 
reminiscent of Sixties wallpaper; 
Jigsaw, Rench Connection, and 
Hobbs have enough checks, 
tweeds and kick-pleats to see 
you into early retirement. 

Of course, if you don’t fit 
into any of these stereotypes you 


ies and KSlffl there, may be just can always do a bit of pick 'n’ 
about bum-out enough to mix and wear your tweedy 


think about downshifting or 
retiring altogether. That does 

not mean fashion has forgotten 

her. The other extreme to the 
naughty schoolgirl look is that 

of granny chic, another look that 


check skirt with a high-rise- 
shoulder jacket and a pair of 
cosy dippers. Thke the fashion 
designer’s advice: if .you’re 
young enough, you can get 
away with anything. 


Stylist: Charlie Harring to n 
Make up: Alex Babsky 
Model: Annies ax Select 
Photographert; assistant: 
Sarah Greenwood 


Main picture: ‘student’ 
Black beaded shift with roses. 
£125, by Monsoon (for your 
nearest branch, calf (H7T-3G 
3000); black cardigan with 
embroidered rose, £69.95, by 
Biba, IS Shorts Gardens. 
London WC2 (enquiries, 0171 - 
226 0788): blade leather shoes 
with strap and rose, £44.99. by 
Ravel (enquiries, 0171 -631 0224); 
black fishnet tights. £3.99, by 
Jonathan Aston, from branches 
of Fenwick nationwide (for 
further fciformation, call 0(71 - 
629 9161) 


Top left ‘schoolgirl* 
Worsted wool crepe A-line 
wrap skirt in charcoal, £49.99, 
by Hobbs (enquiries, 0171-586 
5550): grey skmnyrib V-neck 
tank top, £39.95, by Jigsaw (for 
your nearest branch, call 0171- 
491 4484); striped scarf. 0.99. 
by Accessorise (for nearest 
branch, call 0171 -3B 3000); grey 
wool socks. £430. by Wolsey, 
at Deb en hams branches 
(enquiries, 0(16 262 6755); black 
patent leather loafers. £30, at 
selected branches of Marks & 
Spencer (call 0171-935 4422 for 
further Information) 


Top centre: Nvoriklng girl’ 
Grey trousers with blade 
piping, £59.99, and grey fitted 
Jacket. £119.99, by Morgan 


(enquiries. 0171-383 2888); grey 
wool bustier £30, by 
Warehouse (enquiries, 0171-278 
3491); metallic snakeskin shoes 
with metal heel, £155, by 
Russell & Bromley (for 
stockists, call 0171-629 6903) 


Top right: ‘granny* 

Camel, brown checked V-neck 
jumper. £69.95, by Karen Milien 
(01622 664 032): check tweed 
skirt wfth front kick-pleat. £52. 
by Jigsaw (enquiries. 0171 -'SI 
4484); scarf £10.99. by 
Accessorise; rust lace-up 
boots. £1(5. by Pied A Terre, 

102 Kensington High Street, 
London W8; cotton velvet 
deluxe tights, £20, by Wolford 
(for your nearest stockist, call 
0171-935 9202) 


TSB 


Our guide contains more surprises 
than a Whodunit. Dili you know that 
half the country's women are likely to 
suffer financial hardship when they 
retire ?* 

To make the most of your retirement , 
order our free guide today. 

It could be the most important thing 
you read this year. 


Call TSB PhoneBank now for your 
free guide quoting ref: 1N17/9 

0645 758 700 
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Yes, I would like to receive my FREE guide, 
"Women & Pensions * from TSB. 

Surname: (Mrs/Miss/Mj/Mr) 

First Name: 

Telephone No:. 

Address: 


COMPETITION 


Wanted: Young Catwalk Photographer of the Year 


77ft' independent is launching a 
competition in conjunction with 
Clothes SitwLhv and Fujifiim 
to find the Young Catwalk 
Photographer of the Year. To 
enter, all you need to do is think 
“fi&bion-in-artiiHTi get out on 
the streets with your, camera, 
and be creative. Great catwalk 
photography is all about catch- 
ing a moment, and a foot Cap- 
turing Myic on the streets is a 

good swiing-poiM. 


A panel of judges, to include 
Tafoan Blanchard, fashion ed- 
itor of The Independent, the vet- 
eran catwalk photographer 
Chris Moore, Caiyn : Franklin, 
presenter of The Clothes Show, 
and a representative from FUji- 
filni, will choose five finalists to 
attend Clothes Show Live and 
photograph the catwalk show on - 
Friday. 5 December. The win- 
ning picture will be chosen 

from those taken on the day. . 


First prize is a Fujifiim 
GA645AF Autofocus camera 
worth £995, and the chance to 
assist The independent's cat- 
walk photographer during Lon- 
don fashion Week in February, 
with the winning shot published 
in The Independent, and two 
tickets to Clothes Show Live 97. 

1 %wj runners-up will receive 

£200-worth ofFuji Professional 
film, and two tickets to Clothes 
Show Live 97. 


Rules 

# Entrants to submit three 
“fashion- in- action’ 1 photo- 
graphs to Young Catwalk Pho- 
tographer of the Year, Fashion 
Department, The Independent , 
18th Floor, One Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
E145DL»by the dosing date of 
Friday 24 October 1997 

• All photographs should be 
captioned dearly, stating the 
name and address of the entrant 


• There is no cash alternative 
•The judges' decision is final 
No correspondence can be en- 
tered into by the organisers 

• The organisers reserve the 
right to cancel the competition 

• The winner and runner-ups 
must co-operate fully for pub- 
licity purposes if required 

• Entrants must provide their 
own travel to and from Clothes 
Show Liw 97 on Friday, 5 Dec- 
ember 1997 
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20/THEATRE 


Mistakes, he’s had a few, 
but then again, too few 
to mention 


Richard Eyre is about to hand 
over the artistic direction of the 
National Theatre to Trevor Nunn. 
In the midst of rehearsing his final 
show, he talks to David Benedict 
about the past 10 years and how 
he played them his way 

Although he abandoned his brief acting ca- 
reer years ago - “I didn't travel far, but at 
least I learnt from the journey'' -last year 
Richard Eyre had an unaudited cameo role 
in a National Theatre production. Nobody 
saw him. In fact, his appearance was en- 
tirely fictional. He was conjured up as a 
character in Violin Time, a deliriously lu- 
dicrous comic monologue by Ken Camp- 
bell, Britain’s comic maestro of theatrical 
anarchy. Campbell spun a yarn in which 
Eyre warned him of a dire predicament: 
“You are the victim of Famation of Char- 
acter... They’ve got you on the hamster/ 
gerbil treadwheel now. It means your 
next show has got to be better than they 
said your last one was." Campbell is still 
spinning, but two weeks from today Eyre 
will open his production of Tom Stoppard’s 
The Invention of Love, his National Theatre 
swansong, before stepping quietly off the 
wheel of success. 

Since succeeding Sir Peter Hall as 
artistic director of Denys Lasdun's South 
Bank landmark, he has run a building with 
a staff of 800, and overseen 189 produc- 
tions. including 65 new plays and seven 
West End transfers, 22 of which he directed 
himself. Several of these have crossed over 
to Broadway and beyond, prompting Frank 
Rich, New York’s most famous theatre crit- 
ic, to describe him as “the most versatile 
producer in the English-speaking theatre". 
He has also found time to give 32 Platform 
performances, write Utopia and Other 
Places - an eloquent account of his child- 
hood combined with astute essays on 
theatre - nip across to Covent Garden to 
make his opera debut directing Vferdi’sLa 
Traviata (at the behest of the late Geoig 
Solti), pick up a knighthood and listen to 
The Archers. Not bad for 10 years’ work. 

Playing a character, as underlined by his 
(non) appearance in l / ioltn Time, chimes 
eerily with his feeling when he began the 
job. In a rare, published excerpt from his 
diaries he described himself as "perform- 
ing an act called Richard Eyre". In the 
midst of rehearsals for the Stoppard play, 
he evokes his first year with a suitably the- 
atrical analogy. "What you say about an ac- 
tor who is inadequate to a role is that 
they’re over-parted. I felt over-parted at 
the beginning. I found it very, very tough, 
partly because I thought I could do the job 
before I started it but then, when I did start 
it seemed so much larger, more lonely than 
Td imagined." A smile creeps across his 
lean, serious face. “I was well-inclined to 
back out It was a toss-up as to whether to 
continue with the danger of ignominious 
failure or to resign in deep shame. Cow- 
ardice won out" he laughs, sheepishly. 

in a recent rather bitter tirade, play- 
wright and director Peter Gill attacked 
Eyre's programming, suggesting that he’ll 
be remembered solely for Guys and DoUs. 
It wasn't meant as a compliment but thou- 
sands of delighted theatregoers would see 
that as a more than fitting monument. In 
the face of successive standstill Arts Coun- 
cil grants, Eyre remounted this money-spin- 
ner to a whirlwind of praise. Gill’s 


protestations mark him out as one of a star- 
tlingly small number of dissenters. The first 
year was tough, as Eyre found himself hav- 
ing to cany out inherited job losses following 
a £3.5 m cut in subsidy, but by the end of 
the Eighties he'd relaxed and his tenure is 
now routinely described as “a golden era". 

That’s no mean feat. He has had to fill 
three auditoria, each housing three plays 
at any given moment. That means nine pro- 
ductions in the repertoire plus three in re- 
hearsal, another 12 in the planning stage, 
plus touring, developing new writing in the 
National Studio, the burgeoning education 
department, not to mention the West 
End and Broadway. Most of his critics re- 
semble reviewers of anthologies who com- 
plain about the exclusion of their personal 
favourites. A lack of classic European work 
has been noted, while others have frowned 
at the accent on American writing. 
Notoriously sensitive to criticism though 
he is - "journalists are not slow to point 
out a run of failure, by which they mean 
a couple of shows which aren’t up to 
scratch" - Eyre is sanguine about it. “By 
definition, the National Theatre has a sort 
of exemplary role. It’s a loaded definition 
I know, but there's an expectation that it 
offers the best of theatre and satisfies all 
constituencies. It’s castigated for not be- 
ing in the vanguard of new writing, or for 
not upholding the classical tradition. It’s 
expected to tour, or to present the very best 
in scenic design yet on the other hand not 
to be lavish in expenditure on design, and 
so on and so on." 

As his legion of supporters will tell you, 
Eyre, an almost diffident character, is the 
last man to sing his own praises. Much of 
the credit for the National’s success, how- 
ever, is down to his taste. Genista McIntosh, 
until recently his executive director, describes 
this urbane man who is notably short of small 
talk in surprising terms. "A real showman, 
although Guys and DoUs is an unusual ex- 
ample of his work, which is careful and 
austere in the best sense. He's a very en- 
tertaining and funny man who enjoys be- 
ing entertained, which is not in any way to 
make him sound superficial. His great skill 
as a producer is that his rigorous and taste- 
ful approach is always on the edge of be- 
ing subverted by a sense of razzmatazz." 



The pragmatic idealist: ’Maybe I should have been more reckless, but one of the reasons the National has survived is that I recognise I do something 
well, but other people do things better,* says Richard Eyre (above photo: Nicola Kurtz), whose productions over the past 10 years have ranged from the 
hugely successful *Guys and Dolls*, recently revived (below left photo: PAL), to the latest sell-out, ’King Lear’ (below right photo: Geraint Lewis) 


cessful gambit of drawing in smaller com- 
panies with co-productions, companies like 
Ja Linder Veiroa’s lira Arts, Theatre de 
Comptirite, Cambridge Theatre Compa- 
ny and Gloria. Eyre sees this more simply. 
“I always quote George Devine: ’Policy is 
who you work with.’ What plays you do, 
who’s going to direct them, who’s going to 
act them, design them and so on. Those 


Theatre productions Dealer's Ounce and 
Closer, feels he owes his playwriting career 
to Eyre. He also admires Eyre’s directing 
skillL “I've never seen a badly acted Eyre 
production." This probably stems from the 
relaxed rehearsal atmosphere observed by 
his regular production photographer John 
Haynes, who earmarks Eyre’s loyalty and 
intuition. It is those qualities which led him 



Former associate director David Hare 
highlights Eyre's theatrical archeology, the 
policy of resurrecting neglected classics 
which resulted in great evenings like 
Rutherford and Son and Absolute Hell. He 
also pinpoints a historical change of di- 
rection. “By the time he arrived it was clear 
that the staple post-war repertory wasn't 
working with the public. Richard is re- 
sponsible for the invention of a new reper- 
tory, a multiplicity of different kinds of 
theatre." He's referring to the highly suc- 


decisions are my job." One of the achieve- 
ments of which he is most proud was the 
mounting of Hare's 1990-93 state-of-the- 
nalion trilogy {Racing Demon, Murmuring 
Judges and The Absence of War). “His work 
as a director has been overlooked," says 
Hare. “When the trilogy was performed 
over a single day, the standard of acting 
at the end of the evening was as high as it 
had been in the morning." Patrick Marber, 
Steve Coogan’s long-term comedy collab- 
orator turned author of the hit National 


to create a family of directors like Dedan 
Donnelian (Puente Ovejuna , .Angels in 
America ) and Nicholas Hytncr ( Ghetto , The 
Madness of George HI) and to exclude cer- 
tain directors who have gained populari- 
ty elsewhere but who doesn’t meet his 
exacting standards. “It's only in the interest 
of self-preservation,” he says, self-depre- 
catingly. “You can only work in good faith. 
Trying to second-guess the audience is in- 
evitably corrupting. If you say, 1 know it’s 
not very good but audiences will come'. 


then it corrodes you." This article of faith 
has been force to battle with the need to ’ 
balance the books. “Maybe Ishould have 
been more reckless," he muses, “but one 
of the reasons the National has survived 
is that rve recognised that I do something 
welL but other people do things better.” 

His blend of confidence and caution cre- 
ates the contradictory image of a pragmatic 
idealist, borne out by his articulate public 
voice. “Twenty years ago people were not 
saying. ’Oh, isn’t theatre a fucking bore’. 
People weren’t being paid by the Sunday 
Times to write long pieces about Why I Nev- 
er Go To The Theatre. So I felt I had to 
act as an advocate for the medium and the 
onlywayyoucando that is actually on the 
stage. You’ve got to find the work that says, 
’Look, you don’t have to go to theatre, no 
one’s obliging you to, but if you do go, 
there's an experience yon can’t have any- 
where else’. Yes, bad theatre is what you 
say it is but look at how many bad movies 
or bad bands there are. So I got very in- 
terested in Robert Lepage’s work, in 
Theatre de Complirite, in encouraging ' 
David Hare to play to his strengths, or 
Stephen Daldry doing .-in Inspector Calls. 
They’re aQ about people making the medi- 
um as expressive as possible and making 
an argument for theatre as a medium that 
can stand alongside Damien Hirst or 
Trainspotting and you could just hold up 
your head and say, It’s not what you say’. " 

Nevertheless, he concedes that bad 
theatre is peculiarly difficult to watch: “I • 
know people who absolutely hate even be- 
ing invited to join a community. The 


point about theatre is that you go in as in- 
dividuals and end up as a community. If 
you want to dissent from that yoii can't do 
it invisibly. Tn a cinema, unless you go and 
assault the projectionist, whatever yon do 
is not going to affect the performance. It's 
a delicate chemistry but, when you get real 
theatre, the very air becomes charged up. 
You can go into Lear and lake the tem- 
perature before it starts and do so again 
at the end and it’s as if every molecule has 
been electrically and emotionally charged. 
Now, I like that. Some people don't ” 

That kind of non-defensive confidence 
scotches any notion that he might go gen- 
tly into that good night Solti’s death has 
robbed us of their projected Felleas and 
M&isande but Ik will film his powerful King ■ 
Learvnth Ian Holm for the BBC. He is also / 
discussing a series on theatre in the 20th 
century, not to mention directing Liam 
Neeson as Oscar Wilde in The Judas Tree, 
Hare’s new play at the Almeida next year. 

He is also considering writing fiction, “to 
the horror of friends of min e who are nov- 
elists”. There certainly won't be much time 
for regrets as he watches Trevor Nunn take 
up the reins. “What I won’t miss is what I 
call ‘the blocked loo syndrome’, ” he con- 
fides, chirpily, “where everything ends up 
on your desk up to and including someone 
coming round and saying, ‘There’s a loo 
blocked in front-of-honse’. To which you 
have to say, ‘Well get out the plunger*. ” 

The Invention of Love’ previews from 25 Sqx 
at the NationalTheatre, London SE1 (0171- 
928 2252). Richard Eyre will be in conver- 
sation at the National on 29 Sept 


FIRST NIGHT 


Paul Taylor on Playhouse Creatures, The Old Vic, London 


No. it wasn't nearly as big a step 
as getting the vote in 1918. But 
it was surely a step in the rigju 
direction when, at the Restora- 
tion in 1660, women’s roles 
were at long last given to 
women rather than to boy trans- 
vestites. Playhouse Creatures, 
by April de Angelis, shows how, 
for these pioneering profes- 
sional actresses, the new social 
and artistic freedoms came with 
distinct drawbacks in the shape 
of fickle, exploitative aristo- 
cratic patrons, audiences bent 
on treating female “thesps" as 
whores, and a men-oniy policy 
on financial “sharing" in the 
companies. 

The piece could have been 
a grim whine or a thinly dis- 
guised Open University pro- 
gramme. In Lynne Parker’s 
zestful production at the Old 
Vic. it emerges as a wonderfully 
funny and gutsy evocation of life 


on-stage and backstage in the 
atliring-room which, at the 
start, is conjured up from the 
past by Liz Smith’s timeless - 
and hilariously timed -crone of 
a dresser-cum-stage manager. 
Connoisseurs of Green Room 
bitching and of hoicked-up, 
ample bosoms will get as much 
out of this show as toilers in the 
field of women's studies. 

Sharp and witty, Ms de An- 
gela's last play. The Positive 
Hour, was prepared to confront 
uncomfortable truths about the 
sometimes messy, divisive ef- 
fects of feminism on female 
fortysomethings. Likewise, 
there arc good moments in this 
look at a pre-feminist society 
when we shared victimhood 
signally foiling to unionise the 
actresses. When Mrs Farley 
(Saskia Reeves) faces profes- 
sional ruin because of preg- 
nancy, her colleagues are 


willing to help out by giving her 
a broach-pin abortion. But 
when she can’t go through with 
this, they recoil superstitiously 
from buying the fancy petticoat 
she won’t be needing so much 
in her future career as a vagrant 
prostitute. 

The production is a practi- 
cal as well as theoretical cele- 
bration of the actress's art. 
Sheila Gish is in brilliant form 
as Mrs Betterton, the grande 
dame eventually pushed aside 
by nubile competitive juniors. 
Demonstrating how to convey 
emotions by lilting that fial pu- 
gnacious face of hers to differ- 
ent clock-hand positions 
(“Shame at 20 to seven. Despair 
at five past 12”), she’s the 
hard-bitten, pedantic technician 
taken to gloriously batty de- 
grees. But she’s authentically 
thrilling when she performs 
Lady Macbeth’s sleep-walking 


scene in the in-period heroic 
manner. And bearing her talk 
with a sepulchrally fervent nos- 
talgia of the old days when she 
used to sneak herself on stage 
in powerful male parts tike 
I ago and HaLyou get a tremen- 
dous sense of the frustrating in- 
equalities in the repertoire that 
arguably persist after 300 years 
of women in theatre. 

In the second half, the pro- 
ceedings drift a bit, despim 

the fact that the agenda also be- 
comes more obvious. We see, 
with Ali White’s Mis Barry, the 
emergence of a tougher new 
breed of actress, intent on tak- 
ing control of their careers. 
There’s the suggestion that 
playwrights, like Stephen Noo- 
nan's Otway, are beginning to 
respond to female threats of 
non-co-operation if roles don’t 
precisely suit the performer’s 
requirements. But by the time 


he finishes a drama tailor- 
made for Rachel Power’s Mrs 
Marshall, she has had to flee 
from the wrath and the accu- 
sations of witchcraft put about 
by her former protector, the 
Earl of Oxford. 

My own face tilted to the 20 
past 10 of scepticism at certain 
points (over the central 
metaphor, for example, you 
want to ask: were no male 
bears ever cruelly baited?) but, 
for the most part, it was posi- 
tioned at the “heavenly aban- 
donment” of six o'clock. 

In rep at the Old \ r ic, London 
SE1 to 6 Oct ( 0171-928 7616) 


More Arts reviews and 
Theatre listings daily in 
The Eye 



Girl power comes to the stage. drca 1660 Photo: Geraint Lewis 
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Bela Imregi 
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B«la NanicsJco (Baht Imregi), 
fendng coach: bom 
Satoralkavpwly, Hungary 25 
June 1908; tfuice married 
.(dwee sons, two daughters); 
died London 23 August 1997. 


Bela Imregi was arguably the 
greatest fencing coach to teach 
in Britain since the Second 
World Wfcr; only different styles 
over the decades set a limit on 
the judgement By the time he 
finally slopped teaching, in No- 
vember 1991 aged 83, he had 
produced an Olympic and 
tforid champion, a world final- 
ist, a world youth finalist and 
a countless number of other 
internationals. 

His dedication to his chosen 
sport was phenomenal In “Be- 
larese*\ as his fractured English 
became known, he would say, 
“Necessary you sleep with sabre 
under pillow.” Tb Imregi, fenc- 
ing was not merely a sport but 
a way of life. 

He was born in 1908 in the 
unpronounceable village of 
Satoralkavjhely, in north-east 
Hungary dose to the Russian 
border. His surname was orig- 
inally Ivanicsko, but both he and 
his father made the name- 
change in the early 1930s to 
avoid the Russian-sounding 
original. 

He never fenced as a com- 
petitor, but enrolled in tbe fa- 
mous Honved Oub for fencing 
coaches in Budapest He already 
excelled in other sports, having 
been ranked in the top ten of 
his country's decathletes and 
reached national level as a 
coach in both skiing and tennis. 
At Honved he not only passed 
out top in foil and ep6e but also 
at sabre, defeating the star 
sabre pupil 5-0 in the coaches’ 
tournament ai the completion 
of the course. 

After he was awarded his 
Master's certificate tn 1935 lm~ 
regi’s rise was swift. He soon 
made himself a reputation for 
teaching women foilists, Bona 
Elek, Olympic Champion in 
1936 and 1948 and world cham- 
pion in 1934, 1935 and 1^1, be-, 
ing foremost amongst, many . 
outstanding pupils. 

During the war Imregi was 
called up into a reluctant Hun- 
garian army and was for a brief 
interval at the end of the war a 
prisoner under the Americans 
before being released when it 
was realised that he, along with 
many others, had been forcibly 
conscripted. 

Back in Hungary, he contin- 
ued his array career, becoming 
a major. He look an active part 
in the Hungarian uprising in 1956 
and was a member of the revo 
lutionaiy committee for sport As 
such, he was condemned to 
death by the Russians. 


With his family he fled to the 
West, and by the end of 1956 
was in London, where he joined 
Salle Paul, then the pr emier 
fencing dub in Britain. The rep- 
utation of Hungarians for sabre 
meant that he was asked by his 
new pupils for lessons in what 
was effectively his third weapon, 
and for the neact 35 years that 
was never to change. He taught 
all three weapons, but Britain 
used him as a sabre specialist. 

Not long after his arrival in 
Britain, Charles de Beaumont, 
doyen of British fencing and the 
then British team captain, ca- 
joled Imregi into moving to the 
London Fencing Club, Salle 
Paul’s nearest rival. He worked 
there in a purely freelance ca- 
pacity until the mid-1960s, with- 
out payment from the dub, 
and had to ask his pupils to pay 
him personally for any lesson. 
The usual fee was six shillings. 
Eventually he asked for a 
proper retainer, which de Beau- 
mont refused. Enough signa- 
tures were garnered to force 
an extraordinary general meet- 
ing, but de Beaumont would 
not give way, and Imregi 
reluctantly dedded to move. 

He was already teaching at 
the London Polytechnic in Re- 
gent Street on a one-nighl-a- 
week basis, but he now made it 
his centre of activities, eventu- 
ally teaching from 5pm till 
9.30pm four nights a week. Ac- 
cording to one dub member, 
LFC fencers were told by de 
Beaumont, “If you move to 
Imregi at the Poly you will not 
be picked for tbe British team.” 
The threat worked, and Imre- 
gi had to build up bus cadre of 
fencers from scratch. 

lb the Polytechnic he soon 
added Westminster School and 
Oxford University, and . then - 
Brookhouse School m Hackney, 
proving be could create school- .. 
boy champions from the state 
sector as well as the private. 

His list of pupils included 
Sandy Ledtie, British champi- 
on at all three weapons, and five 
times at sabre; Richard Okfcom 
(British team captain), Mike 
Straus, Georg^ Birks, Peter 
Hobson, Ra^, Cbopwman, 
Sue Green, Linda Martin (fi- 
nalist at the 1982 World Cham- 
pionships), Jim Phflbin (five 
times national sabre champion), 
Martin Beavers, Steve Netburn 
(an American who lived in 
London, who under Imregi 
became US champion, was 
runner-up to Bill Hoskyns in the 
Martini £p£e and readied the 
last 16 of the 1968 Olympics), 
David Eden (Commonwealth 
sabre champion in 1974), Katie 
Arup, Sue Lewis, Richard 
Jaine, Johnathan Lewis, John 
Zarno, Mike Price, David Mar- 
tin, Rocco Forte (whom Imre- 
gi took on at Oxford and 


encouraged to a top-12 placing 
in the National Sabre finals), 
Christopher Bland (another 
Oxford pupil, now Chairman of 
the BBC who represented Ire- 
land at £p£e in the 1960 
Olympics), Andy Martin, Nick 
Hoisted (team €p£e silver 
medallist in 1965, whom Imre- 
gi. shared with Bill Hanxicr- 
Brown, his co-teacher at 
Westminster) and John Dean- 
field, sixth in the World Under- 
20 championships in Madrid in 
1970. 

. D eanfield’s result was -the 
best ever by a junior British 
sabre or, and his career perhaps 
more than anyone’s epitomises 
Bela InzregTs gifts as a . coach. 
He was taught by Imregi from 
his earliest days as a Westmin- 
ster schoolboy, and in 1970 
wpn the British Under-20 and 
Junior Sabre titles. He was 
chosen for the British team the 
same year, aged 19. By 1974 he 

was the. fmkh<vi far- 

tically astute, and with such a 
complete technique that he 
would plan several moves ahead 
before scoring a hit. Only a bad 
knee injury in 1975 stopped his 
progress, although he was still 
good enough to make the 
Olympic teams of 1976 and 
1980. 

The telling point is that in 
1972, in the run-up to the Mu- 
nich games, Imregi took him to 
the Lake District with his fam- 
ily-. giving him lessons free of 
charge throughout his s umm er 
holiday. Deanfield duly de- 
feated the silver medallist - a 
Hungarian. 

I joined the Polytechnic in 
1977. 1 was already over 30, but 
under Imregi ’s tutelage en- 
joyed my best results, including 
Commonwealth and French 
Open titles. One evening, hav- 
ing won the BritisbSabre cham- 
pionship the previous weekend, 
and feeling pleased with myself 
I went to the dub for my nor- 
mal lesson. Imregi sat me down 
and demonstrated that I had yet 
to learn the correct way to hold 
a sabre. 

Imregi had little interest in 
personal advancement, almost, 
none in financial compensation. 
Pupils wbolil be invited back to 
bis house in Pcckham Rye, 
where they would be given . 
lessons in his tiny garden or in 
the house itself: the ceiling of 
his livixig room was scored with 
(he marks of Hi-directed' sab re 
cuts. Passers-by would also stop 
to marvel at the P&ckfaam Park 
bandstand which Imregi regu- 
larly used as ah impromptu 
salle, the clash of steel replac- 
ing more familiar melodies. 

To Imregi it did not matter 
if you were of international 
class or just a dub fencer: if you 
truly loved fencing then he 
loved to teach you to fence. In 



Philip Baikwill 


Imregi: 'Necessary you sleep with sabre under pillow 1 


his latter years at the Poly, his 
roster of lessons for an evening 
would range from the dub’s 
many British team members to 
octogenarians such as Dorothy 
Kncrwles and Anthony Hyde or 
young hopefuls just starting 
the sport 

Imregfs ascendancy in tbe 
Sixties was followed by a peri- 
od of relative exchjsfcm from na- 
tional squad responsibilities. 
His concentration on technique 
made someadmfmstrators feel 
his teaching was too static for 
the world of constant flfcching 
and high-speed footwork. De- 
spite this he accompanied the 
team to the Munich Olympics 
in an unofficial capacity. 

Up until shortly before the 
1976 Olympics be was once 
again the National Sabre Coach 
but on the direction of the 
Sabre Committee was super- 
seded by their newly arrived 
protfigd from Hungary only 
months before the games. Typ- 
ically, Imregi was not invited to 
the games themselves and 
watched what was available on 
television. 

Bela Imregi was stubborn, 
quick to anger and passionate 
in his beliefs. You crossed him 
at your peril, and (nice crossed 
Imregi was slow to forgive. He 
had a formidable list of enemies, 
even if the perpetrators them- 


selves were ignorant of their 
elevation. He was also generous 
to a fault to his pupils, and 
endlessly loyaL 

Beneath those famous bee- 
tle eyebrows the eyes were full 
of mischief. On one occasion, 
when Jim Philbin playfully 
slapped Imregi on the bade, tbe 
7S-year-old coach executed a 
perfect pratfall, seeming to die 
of an immediate heart attack. 
Afew anxious seconds later he 
had jumped to his feet, de- 
lighted with his trick. Another 
time, in hospital for checks and 
with various tubes and wires at- 
tached'to his chest, he pointed 
to them and observed “What 
this? One BBC2, one ITV?” 

But then Imiegi’s English 
was one of his trademarks. 
“Littiy faster, Ettiy fester’’ would 
ring out of salle or school gym, 
or, if a practice “stationary" 
flfcche led to an incorrectly 
raised back leg, the admonition 
“What you do? Not one little 
doggy thingl” 

He was three times married. 
HGs first wife died of cancer and 
his second marriage was dis- 
solved, by which time he had 
two sons and two daughters. In 
1957, one evening teaching at 
Paul's, he met Audrey Adams, 
a secretary in a travel office, and 
they married in 1964. It was of- 
ten a tempestuous partnership, 


but a rock-solid one, and Imregi 
at last had a companion who 
understood his devotion to 
fencing and who helped to 
make it possible. Their one 
child, Nicky, was the only one 
of his children who took up 
fencing seriously, reaching the 
Under 20 sabre team and the 
Olympic training squad. 

Imregi never poached 
pupDs; they came to him of their 
own volition, and if ever they en- 
tered the salle without first 
saluting in his direction they 
soon received the sharp edge of 
his tongue. A week of training 
missed, and one would be met 
with “Hello. My name Imregi. 
Who you?” He was hot inter- 
ested in his fencers winning: 
they had to fence weUL Born 
into the Russian Orthodox 
Church, he converted to Roman 
Catholicism, and was a devout 
practitioner. But fencing was 
always his main religion. 

Bela Imregi was buried on 2 
September. At tbe funeral ser- 
vice, held at St Thomas More’s, 
Dulwich, tbe Catholic priest 
who gave the address, Fr John 
O’Connor, told the parable of 
the talents. In Imregj’s case, he 
said, it was particularly appro- 
priate: Imregi had made the 
most of his very special talents, 
as both fencer and teacher. 

- Richard Cohen 


Philip Graham Baikwill, 
schoolmaster; bom Cobham, 
Surrey 8 March 1940; staff 
Keacftmount School 1961-66; 
staff; Charterhouse 1966-97; 
married 1971 Lesley Gregs 
(one son, one daughter; 
marriage dissolved 1982), 1989 
Mary Barter (n6e Francis); 
died Godaiming, Surrey 21 
August 1997. 


When he appointed Philip 
Baikwill to teach at Charter- 
house in 1966, Oliver Van Os s 
confirmed the adage that great 
headmasters make great ap- 
pointments. BalkwiD was him- 
self a Carthusian, but Van Oss 
could have had no stronger 
supporter as he swept away a lit- 
ter of dead traditions; Vhn Oss’s 
belief that education was about 
opening hearts as much as 
minds could have had no finer 
exponent. Tb the end of his 
life, Baikwill embodied and en- 
acted a determined idealism. 

Bora in Cobham in 1940, 
Philip Baikwill came from a lit- 
erary and musical family. His 
father had played a fundamen- 
tal part in the creation of BBC 
news broadcasting from 
Alexandra Palace; his father’s 
mother, who worked for the 
publisher Jonathan Cape, had 
done much to further the career 
of H.E. Bales. His mother's fa- 
ther, Hugh de Selincourt, wrote 
The Cricket-Match (1924) and 
was married to a concert pianist. 

' After attending Charter- 
house, Baikwill read English a! 
Oriel College, Oxford, then, un- 
sure of his intellectual capabil- 
ities, taught for five years at a 
preparatory school, Heath- 
mounL This time away perhaps 
helped him never to be senti- 
mental about his own school- 
days or to use them to judge 
innovation; indeed, he very 
rarely referred to them at all. 
When he returned to Charter- 
house, he had gained the con- 
fidence to be his own man. 
Though he did many of the 
standard schoolmasterly things, 
leading expeditions and so 
forth, and was to be a success- 
ful housemaster, his voc- 
ation was very specifically for 



Baikwill: animating 


teaching, and teaching of an 
extraordinary kind. 

Reading a poem with him 
was, simply, to learn to read. 
Rushing his pupils to think 
about every word, its meaning 
and its nuances, he brought even 
13-year-olds to the point at 
which apoem as tough as Emp- 
son's “Missing Dates" sudden- 
ly became transparent He then 
stood back. As George Steiner 
says, the classic text is one 
which reads us; agam and again, 
Baikwill allowed his pupils to 
feel themselves being read by 
their texts with no mediation or 
direction from his vigorous 
personality. 

Baikwill achieved this not 
only with his favourite Hardy ; 
with Chaucer, Shakespeare, 
Milton, Coleridge, Larkin, 
Heaney and, memorably, the 
American Buddhist Gary Sny- 
der, but with Virgil. Hts teach- 
ing of Latin made even the most 
reluctant understand that Vir- 
gil had been a man putting one 
word after another, choosing 
one in preference to another, in 
the pursuit of clarity of vision. 
Virgil became, as in few class-, 
rooms, a dynamic presence. 

One effect of his ability to 
withdraw himself was that he 
knew his pupils much better 
than they knew him, an unusu- 
al position for any teacher to be 
in. Leaning slightly forward, 
he looked at the floor to think; 
although he put on weight in lat- 
er life, the combined effect of 
hair which hod greyed eariy, nat- 
urally high colouring and mis- 
chievous eyes was animated 
and animating. 

It was obvious, of course, 
that he was Dot always an easy 
man; he was capable of both 
anger and bloody-mindedness. 
He did not always, as they say, 
bear fools gladly. Equally, he 
was capable of startling insight 
and kindness. So far as he sub- 
scribed to any philosophy - he 
had no interest in politics - it 
was to a Forsterian liberalism of 
the most trenchant kind. This 
implied an absolute respect for 
others as individuals, together 
with a hatred of cruelty, an ir- 
reverent sense of humour and 
a severe mistrust of authority. 

He loathed feeling that he 
ought to lode his front door, be- 
cause it diminished the joy of 
life. That joy, expressed in his 
love of his family, of literature, 
of mushrooms, of music, of 
cooking, of “ludicrously cheap" 
(ruinously expensive) wines, of 
railways, was the greatest gift he 
gave. 

The utterly uncomplaining 
courage and faith with which he 
endured cancer for the last 18 
mouths of his life were of a piece 
with his uncompromising gen- 
erosity as a teacher and as a 
friend. 

- Lachlan Mackinnan 
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Nancy Balfour 



•Gnvfher 1 : Balfour loved a 

good argument 


Nancy Balfour, journalist: and 
arts administrator: boro 17 
May 1911; staff. BBC North 
American Service 1945-48; 
staffs Economist 1948-72,. 
Asristanc Editor with 
responsibility for American 
Survey 1954-72; OBE 1965; 
Honorary Treasurer, 
Contemporary Art Society 
1971-76, Chairman 1976-82, 
President 1984-97; Vice- 
Chairman, Crafts Council 
1983-85; died 29 August 1997. 

Nancy Balfour devoted her pro- 
fessional fife to tbe Economist ; 
she was deeply involved in its 
post-war innovative and broad- 
ly based analysis of social as well 

as economic affairs. Her fine ap- 
preciation of cultural policy is- 
sues mwraationafly was also 
reflected in the ma ga zine's 
surveys. 

Conventional as she was m 

her appearance - that of an ed- 
ucated spinster, when the term 


spinster was often a short-hand 
way of describing the high- 
flying female achiever - it was 
perhaps a surprise to some that 
her profound pleasure was to 
apply her substantial pragmat- 
ic and managerial skills in 
the creative service of the 
contemporary art world 

Of American descent, British 
residence, and independent 
means, she listed her recreations 
as “sightseeing, ancient and 
modern; visiting living artists". 
Sbe retired a few years eariy 
from her prominent but anony- 
mous position as the editor of 
the American section of the 
Economist to work as a full-time 
volunteer in the arts, notably as 
treasurer first, then chairman, of 
the Contemporary Art Society. 

The Contemporary Art So- 
ciety was initiated in 1910 by 
leading figures such as the 
Bloomsbury artist and critic 
Roger Fry, Lady Otto line Mor- 
rell, and others; its purpose has 


been to buy contemporary 
art outright for presentation to 
public museums and galleries. 

Under Nancy Balfour's guid- 
ance, its finances stabilised; tbe 
CAS initiated a programme of 
disinterested advice for corpo- 
rations making modern and 
contemporary collections; it pi- 
oneered cultural travel, and set 
up much of the pattern of 
events for members we now 
take for granted in tbe numer- 
ous Friends organisations 
throughout tbe country. Sbe ac- 
complished her self-imposed 
mission with persistent energy, 
taking everyone to task; sbe was 
not above going disapprovingly 
through tbe desk drawers of her 

CAS administrator. Her nick- 
name, partly due to her short 
stature and her habit of taking 
verbal nips at her colleagues and 
associates, was “Gnasher”. 

Balfour loved a good argu- 
ment; when fellow guests took 
each other to pieces over some 


point or other at her parties, she 
basked in the verbal fireworks. 
She enjoyed telling people 
wfaat she thought they ought 
to do to further the causes 
nearest her heart; but she ap- 
preciated debate, discussion 
and disagreement 

For her 70th birthday, artists 
she had supported and be- 
friended produced a wonderful 
book of original drawings; the 
CAS masterminded an 80th 
birthday party at the Tate, 
amongst the earliest beneficia- 
ries of CAS largesse; and her 
85th was a major art-world 
turn-out at the Serpentine. 

She tirelessly introduced 
people of like interests to each 
other, and consciously linked 
the cultures of the United 
States and Britain. After her re 1 
tirement from both the Econ- 
omist and tbe CAS, she spent 
a year at the Kennedy Centre 
at Harvard. 

Haney Balfour lived in an 


ample flat in Eaton Square, 
where her extensive collection 
of contemporary art, almost 
exclusively British, was dis- 
played in a domestic context. 
Most pieces were on a relatively 
small scale, and she delighted 
in purchasing the new and up- 
coming as well as 20th-century 
classics from Henry Moore to 
Nicholas Pbpe. She travelled 
extensively, and knew private 
collections and collectors 
throughout tbe West, as well as 
visiting the widest range of 
public collections. 

Until her last months she was 
undeterred from visiting the 
most obscure and inaccessible 
exhibitions and artists’ studios, 
often pressing friends into 
chauffeuring duties; sbe never 
drove, and enjoyed remarkable 
and robust good health; dislik- 
ing the country, she was an in- 
defatigable city walker. She 
was always carefully dressed in 
beautifully made bespoke cos- 


tumes from a royal couturier, and 
until tbe end of her life her hair 
was tinted a gentle bronze gold. 

Plain in looks, she attributed 
her originality and idiosyncrasy 
to what had obviously been an 
early childhood experience of 
difference: her mother held 
strong views as to dress, and the 
young Nancy wore socks of a dif- 
ferent colour to those of all the 
other girls in her schooL This 
eariy branding may explain the 
impulse behind her commit- 
ment to what was once the un- 
fashionable side of the art world. 

She was a devoted under- 
graduate at Lady Margaret 
HalL, Oxford, in the 1930s, and 
remained involved with and 
generous to her old college, 
heading its old girls’ association 
for many years. 

Spirited, cantankerous. Nan- 
cy Balfour was a bridge between 
private and public support of 
both the contemporary fine 
and applied arts. Dedicated to 


tbe most practical manifesta- 
tions of private support, she was 
a missionary, encouraging the 
Economist itself to build an art 
collection and to use the terraces 
and foyer of its Smithson- 
designed building for contem- 
porary exhibitions, and she was 
a tenacious supporter of public 
art partly through her work for 
the Public Art Development 
Trust (as trustee, 1983-91). 

Although she was on many 
committees, Balfour's contri- 
butions in public were often 
muted; behind the scenes she 
was indefatigable, and her own 
trust gave quiet and unpubli- 
cised support Her ferocious in- 
telligence and frank, sometimes 
even hectoring conversation, 
were a combination that could 
be daunting, but she had a 
wide and varied circle of 
friends, and was a support and 
inspiration throughout the art 
world and beyond. 

- Marina Vaizey 
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{ Forthcoming 
j marriages 

! Mr RN. Denison 
f and Miss ML. A. Wood 
I The engagement is announced be- 
j warn P&cc, dderson of Mr and Mrs 
l John Denison, of Marlow, Budtiug- 
j.hamshire, and Victoria, second 
f daughter of Professor and Mrs 

| ChristopberW»d,afBwTiBaii>et, 

j London. 


Birthdays 

Professor Sir Donald Aehesoo, for- 
mer Chief Medical Offieer,Depart- 

ments of Health and Social Seamy, 

71; Miss Anne Bancroft, actress, 66; 
The Right Rev Thwjtliy Bavin, for- 
oer Bishop of Portsmouth, 62; Mr 
David Bintley. choreographer, 40; 


Professor Alec Brocrs, Vice-Presi- 
dent, Cambridge University, 59; Mr 
FusseO Brown MP, 46; Marshal oT tbe 
RAF Lord Craig of Radley, 68; Mr 
Donald Cnridshank. Director- 
General. OfteL 55; General Sir Ken- 
neth Darling, former Commander- 
in-Chief, Affied Force!. Northern 
Europe, 8& Miss Jennifer Dkksoa, 
artist and photographer, 61; Sir 
Desmond Fennell, former High 
Court judge, 64; Mr Gwyn Franas, 
former Director-General, the 
figts0yQMainssion,6^SirRiriBKl 
GaskeD, former President, Law So- 
ciety. 61; Professor Sir John Hale, his- 
toric, 74; Sir Desmond Heap, 
solicitor and authority on Planning 
Law,- 90; MissAngda Hejiin, chair- 
man, Charles Barter, 54; Mr Datum 
Hill, raang driver; 37; Mr Michael 
jack MP, 51; Miss Tessa JoweU MS 
Minister for Public Health, 50; Mr 


Desmond Lynam, journalist and 
broadcaster, 55; Mr Roddy Mc- 
Dowell, film actor, 69; Mr Reginald 
Marsh, actor, 71; Mr Brian Matthew, 
radio presenter, 69; Mr Stirling 
Moss, racing driver, 68; Sir Paul 
Newall, former Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, 63; Mr Andrew Reed MR 33; 
Miss Dinah Sheridan, actress, 77; 
Miss Maty Stewart (Lady Stewart), 
historical novelist, 81; Sir Jack 
Stewart-dark, MEP, 68; Miss Karen 
Striker, show-jumper. 33; Miss He- 
len Vinson, actress, to; Dr Elizabeth 
Wilkinson, former Professorof Ger- 
man, University College London, 88. 

Anniversaries 
Births: Sam ad Prout, water-colour 
painter, 1783; Edward William Lane, 
translator of 77* Thousand and One . 
Nirftis, 1801; William Carlos WiU- 


isms, poet, 1S&3; Sir Francis Charles 
Chichester, yachtsman and aviator, 
1901; Sir Frederick Ashton, chore- 
ographer, 1906. Deaths: Tbbias 
George Smollett, novelist, 1771; 
VAlter Savage Landor, author, 1864; 
WOlum Henry Fax Talbot, photo- 
graphic pioneer, 1877; Ethel Maiy 
Dell (Mrs G.t Savage), romantic 
novelist, 1939; Katherine Anne 
Porter, novelist, 1980; Professor Sir 
Karl Raimimd Popper, philosopher. 
1994. On this day: Edinburgh was oc- 
cupied by the Jacobites under foe 
Young Pretender. 1745; an English 
eccentric announced in a Son Frao- 
e»Go newspaper that he had became 
Norton I, Emperor of America, 
1859; foe 1st British Airborne Divi- 
sion landed at Arnhem, Nether- 
lands. 1944; Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, North and South Korea, 
the Marshall Islands and Microne- 


sia were admitted to the United Na- 
tions, 1991. Today is the Feast Day 
of St Columba of Cordova, St Fran- 
cis of Camporosso, St Hildegard, St 
Lambert of Maastricht, St Pfcter Ar- 
bues, St Robert Beliarmine. St 
Satyrus of Milan, Saints Socrates and 
Stephen and St Theodora. 

Lectures 

NaticmalGalkiy.Almndcr Sturgis, 
“Seurat's Drawings", 1pm; Richard 
Thomson, “New Heroes for Old; 
renegotiating- reputations and 
rephrasing the classical in French 
painting 1884-1895”, 6,30pm. 
ThleCkAeiysMidhad Ricketts, “Her- 
itage An? Moore, Sutherland am] 
myths of Engjishness in post-war 
Britain*. Ipta. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Michael Keen, “Jewish Art", 230pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 
The Princess Koval, President, the 
Princess Royal Trust for Cams, visits 
the Coventry Carers Centre, Cny Ar- 
cade, Coventry, West Midlands; opens 
new Tenby Industries Limited Head- 
quarters, Kings Central, Great Kings 
Street. Newtown, Birmingham; red as 
President, Riding for the Disabled 
Association, opens the refurbished of- 
fice now named “Lavinin Norfolk 
House", Kenflwarth, ttanrickshire. 

Tht Ducbcas oTGIotiastfx, Patron, Uw 
Army Families Federation, attends 
the Annual Conference at the Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst. Cam- 
berley, Surrey. The Duke of Kent vis- 
its Lind Rover, and the General 


ciLLodelJifie^SoUbuILWesi MicDand^ 

Changing of the Guard 
The Household Cavalry Mhonted Reg- 
imem mourns the Queen’s Life Guard 
at Horae Guards, 11am- 
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Wiles is not a lesser Scotland. Its histo- 
ry, at crucial moments, has been remark- 
ably like Scotland's - the early period of 
waning and competing tribal kingdoms; 
the unify in g Christianity; the struggle m 
repel Edward I in his determination to 
unite die island; the uprising of Owain 
GLyndwr, a little like a later version of 
William Wallace; the revival of romantic 
literary nationalism in the 19th century; 
the formation of a nationalist party in the 
1920s ... and a devolutionary referendum 
defeated in 1979, before this year’s at- 
tempt One can see why, intoxicated by 
their decisive victory north of the Border, 
Scottish and English ministers went to 
Wales to urge the people there not to be 
left behind. Even so, this was impertinent. 
The Welsh debate should have been 
more distinctive than it has been, and the 
nature of devolution, if it happens, will be 
quite other than the project planned for 
Edinburgh. 

We go back to history, because we mua. 


The parallels with Scotland are interest- 
ing, and numerous, and intricate. Yet at 
decisive moments, the Welsh experience 
was very different. King Edward won in 
Wiles as he never quite did in Scotland. 
Though Whies and England were formally 
fused by the Acts of Union in 1536 and 
1543, most of foe country bad been ef- 
fectively under English control since 
1284. That meant that Wales lost out on 
the most crucial period of nation-build- 
ing. Welsh law, for instance, was quite dis- 
tinct from English law during the medieval 
period, and in scone ways better too - it 
allowed wives more freedom and was less 
harsh on the poor. But, unlike Scotland 
which developed its own legal system for 
hundreds of years, Wdsh law withered and 
died. With a longer English border, rela- 
tive to its size, Wales was simply impossi- 
ble to defend from steady English 
pressure. The Scots, from medieval times 
until the beginning of the 18th century, de- 
veloped their own legal, educational, po- 


litical and military infrastructure. The 
Welsh didn’t. 

Instead, the nature of Wfelsh resistance 
was spiritual and cultural, focused on the 
traditions of Welsh Christianity and the 
strength of the Welsh language. Whies de- 
veloped a natio nalism .of the spirit, rather 
than political distinction. 

That old Welsh history matters in 
1997 for two reasons. Fust, it explains a 
lot about the lesser appetite for Welsh in- 
dependence, and foe weaker form of de- 
volution offered. Second, it raises 
questions about what the proposed Welsh 
assemblyis for. The project in front of the 
Welsh, should they choose to lake the chal- 
lenge, is not the rebuilding of a national 
political culture in quite the same way as 
the Scottish, project. It is, rather, to fos- 
ter and guard the linguistic and cultural 
specialness of Whies. 

Why? Minor languages and small cul- 
tures are dying all around foe modem 
world. They get less media attention than 


disappearing species, but the rate of at- 
trition caused by globalisation is pretty se- 
vere. If foe French are worried about the 
longer term, what chance have the Welsh 
got? And why should the great swaths of 
English-speaking southern Welsh, often 
from English or Scottish immigrant fam- 
ilies themselves, care wo hoots? 

There is an absolute answer, which is 
amply that small cultures contain reserves 
of human knowledge and wisdom which 
the greater cultures crush at their peril 
This is not a winner- takes-afl Darwinian 
struggle; all humankind is diminished by 
the death of slowly-acquired knowledge. 
This may seem an abstract argument in- 
deed for political change; yet nJostof us, 
in some way, respond to it Few people 
would deny that most surviving cultures 
are worth preserving. 

But a more rationalist answer is that 
in the global market, evety comer of foe 
world needs its specialisation, its point of 
difference to exploit and sell. Whies has 


a mix of traditions and skills which is not : 
tfw some as those in Cornwall, or the Mid- 
lands, or Scotland. And a Welsh assem- 
bly would prove its utility by stressing, 
stre ngthening and .marketing those dif- ; 
ferences to investors and customers out- 
side. In short, if it worked, its effect would . 
be tike that of a Welsh cultural ministry 
and a Welsh development agency work- ; 
ing together underdemocraticcontroL It • 
would not feel like foe wide-ranging par- 
liamentary body planned for Scotland; but . ^ 
Wales doesn't need that or, perhaps, 
much want it There is a lesson here for . 
the English regions and Labour nation- 
ally, top. Devolution of power in our cu- . 
nous land is bound to be an asymmetric 
and ragged happening. Different regions 
will have different needs and should not 
be spatchcocked into a one-size-fits-all so- 
lution. We celebrate that raggedness. 

And we hope that, tomorrow, foe people - 
of Whiles make Britain a little less uniform 
and a little less predictable. 


Post tetters to Letters to foe Editor 
and include a daytime telephone number. 

Fax 0171 293 2056: e-mau: letters@independeru.co.uk)- 
E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. 
Letters may be edited far length and clarity. 


LETTERS 


Diana’s Fund 
Sin The tragic death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, has led to a 
ground swell of public support 
for charities. But will it gener- 
ate a new public mood to- 
wards the giving of time and 
money to charities and to those 
they serve in the long term? 

Princess Diana's favourite 
charities will undoubtedly at- 
tract more money in support of 
their work - and rightly so. But 
what will bet legacy be more 
generally on people's willing- 
ness to give? Will it differ be- 
tween the old and the young? 
Be twee a some of us and 
others? 

The Memorial Fund, so 
quickly established in the 
Princess's name, was able to 
take appeals first on the Inter- 
net and only subsequently 
through banks and for a long 
time without the tax gearing. 
Spontaneity is seldom efficient 
and despite foe fund's best ef- 
forts, the early days as seen 
from foe inside were somewhat 
chaotic. 

Should foe Charity Com- 
mission not again review foe 
lessons and procedures of cri- 
sis appeals as it did alter the 
Penlee lifeboat disaster? And 
as they become increasingly 
international, bow do you set up 
an efficient global appeal in 24 
hours? 

More generally, what will be 
done with the several hundred 
millions raised in Diana's 
name? Many gaod ideas are be- 
ing generated and the fund’s 
trustees and Gordon Brown are 
encouraging more. My own 
idea, like those of others, con- 
cerns foe “excluded" - her 
“constituency”, in Earl 
Spencer’s memorable words. 
Earir-rownrn~txmnty-*migbt- 
have a “People’s Trust". 

Those, like Princess Diana, 
wishing to enlarge and deepen 
their lives by helping the poor 
and foe excluded in their own 
areas, could give or become in- 
volved through their local Peo- 
ple's Trust. 

MICHAEL BROPHY 
Chief Executive 
Charities Aid Foundation 
I Vest Mailing, Kent 

Recycling 

Sin I am glad that Polly Tbyn- 
bee (“The battle of incinerators 
vs rayders", 15 September) has 
□o doubts about the value of re- 
cycling. Nor do I. 



But first and foremost, we 
need to avoid waste where we 
can. Secondly, we should re- 
cover material or energy from 
as much waste as possible to re- 
duce reliance on landfilL The 
fact that about 85 per cent of 
household waste takes this 
route, with about 6 per cent 
each to recycling and energy re- 
covery, shows bow non-existent 
is foe “battle” she describes 
between the incinerators and 
the recyclers. 

Britain has far to go to in- 
crease beneficial use of its 
waste: most successful will be 
a balanced approach - recycle 
to a sensible extent and recover 
energy from foe residual wate, 
as they do in the greener con- 
tinental countries. 

A modern green power sta- 
tion is safe, reduces pcdhition and 
mtio w a y cooftictywitlrretydmg' 
RAY PALIN 

Director, Energy from Waste 

Association 

London W2 


New ‘Independent’ 

Sir Thank you for your new 
look. Tbday is only my second 
day as an ex-independent read- 
er returned to the fold. After 
a long flirtation with the 
Telegraph, I am desperate for se- 
rious, in-depth political com- 
ment, free from a gossipy spin. 
Ibda/s changes are refreshing 
and much mare like The 
Independent's original spirit. 
Genuine independence with 
coverage of all views is surely 
the paper’s strength. I am glad 
to be back. 

SARAH EDEN 
London W1 

Sir. Being of a nervous dispo- 
sition, I read your warning of a 
changing Independent with 
some trepidation. This “tougher 
for journalists and better for 
readers" concept, although re- 
assuring for mysetf, had me con- 
cerned foe the well-being of your 
columnists and reporters. 


I’ve stayed with The Inde- 
pendent since it started when 
I was in my fifties and re- 
member the short-lived 
weekly, “for the young and in- 
dependent”, of eight years 
ago- You still seemed to be 
looking to this readership and 
TwOTdeix?dTH%\mow-too*trfd- 
for you. 

I therefore reached for the 
telephone to cancel my order 
but then thought better of it 
Tbmorrow would do. Well now 
I have it before me and I 
think you’ve pulled another 
one out of foe hat, so will stay 
and wait for the opinions and 
the effect it may have on foe 
other broadsheets. Perhaps 
we may learn what Stephen 
Glover and Andreas Whittam 
Smith think you’ve done to 
their baby. 

ROBERT VINCENT 
Andover, 

Hampshire 

Sir Having only last week re- 


turned to The Independent from 
an increasingly loud broad- 
sheet competitor, may I offer 
my congratulations on your 
quieter appearance this morn- 
ing. As a music teacher I hear 
society increasingly Jf, hence 
welcome your mp layout 
ROGER GARRAIT 
Kibwonh Beauchamp, 
Leicestershire 

Sir Aw, shucks! While I com- 
mend your new, clean design, 
the teaser in yesterday's paper 
tempted me to hope that the 
whole Independent would be 
published in a physically more 
manageable format a “tabloid 
broadsheet". 

MARK RASMUSSEN 
London Ell 

Sir It is not uncommon to pro- 
mote a new or changed prod- 
uct with a promotional gift 
and mine seems to be missing. 
I have failed to find the re- 
quired free pair of spectacles in 


my copy of The Independent to 
assist me with foe reading this 
morning and I am therefore 
asking if you would forward 
them to me at your earliest con- 
venience. 

TDM RAYMENT 
■bondon-SWE} 

Sir I can't imagine that Carol 
Tvombly, “one of foe world's 
leading print designers", will be 
pleased with foe use you have 
made of her creation. The 
broadsheet is not suitable for 
fine light type with few 
crossheads. It dazzles and its 
minimalist body fades into foe 
white acres. However com- 
pelling the substance, what is its 
use if we cannot read iL 
ASPHODEL P LONG 
Brighton, East Sussex 

Sir It’s changed. I now have. 
Brilliant. 

TOM DAVIS 
Altrincham, 

Cheshire 


Britain’s republic 

Sir Tb demonstrate that a re- 
public needs no figurehead, 
Spencer Hagard (Letters, 12 
September) cites foe first time 
Britain was a republic, from 
1649 to 1653. It is not a choice 
which helps his argument, as 
during that long period Parlia- 
ment did nothing else of note 
but to send Cromwell (of whom 
they were afraid) and Ms army 
tdilto^an 'infrunom ‘pnuitiw 
misaons to Ireland and to Scot- 
land, the adverse consequences 
of which have been reflected in 
every news bulletin of foe last 
seven days. 

As well for them that they 
kept Cromwell abroad, because 
when he did return he at once 
took over Parliament personal- 
ly. With armed soldiers he en- 
tered foe House, arrested foe 
Speaker, dissolved the Parlia- 
ment, locked foe doors and 
pocketed the keys. Shortly af- 
terwards be formed a new par- 


liament- the “Barebanes" -but ■ 
when.it quickly became dear tfaai - 
it was not going to vote him into - 
power, he dismissed it too, and 
ordered his council of officers to 
elect him Lord Protector. 

Hardly an auspicious start to 
our first and only republic. 
Like foe Germans in the early 
Thirties to whom Donald Fore- 
man (Letters, 10 September) 
refers. Parliament found they 
could not get foe genie back 
into foe bottle. 

GORDON MEDCALF 
Whitchurch, Hampshire 

Sir. Donald Foreman, Secretary 
of the Constitutional Monarchy 
Association, has obviously for- 
gotten that Benito Mussolini 
was appointed prime minister 
of Italy by King Victor Em- 
manuel m in 1922 without any 
democratic process. It took foe 
Eighth Army to remove him. 
The Rev THOMAS COOPER 
Cardiff 

5cb'tftishp6ff 

Sir. Douglas Fraser writes (re- 
port, 13 September) that “foe 
Scottish referendum results far .. 
surpassed the expectatkjns of 
politicians and pollsters*'. Itoliti- 
cians maybe; pollsters? Not so. 

The MORI Scotland survey . 
for Scottish Television, released 
last week, reported on foe first ; 
question 75 per cent “yes" (it 
was 74 3 per cent); on the sec- 
ond question 61 per cent “yes" 
(it was 63 J5 per cent). Which 
pollsters did he have in mind? 
Clearly not MORI Scotland. 
BRIAN GOSSCHALK 


London SE1 

Sir: Is there any reason why 
England cannot consider rein- 
troducing Daylight Saving now, 
since it was only foe Scots who 
qbjecred? 

LORRAINE OWENS 
London NW6 

Muted horns 

Sir. When foe audience have 
finished with their Radio 3 
cough sweets (Seen and Heard, 
16 September), may I suggest' 
the paper bag is recycled as a 
DIY mute on those parp-parp 
ear horn blowers who are 1 a 
good deal more irritating than 
foe occasional cough and who, 
annually, ruin foe Last Night of 
foe Proms? 

HOWARD INGRAM . 

Belfast 


How to commit a howler in style: ask millions of viewers to Call your Bluff 



MILES 

KINGTON 


In a recent piece I said that it 
was not unknown for quizzes on 
TV and radio to get their ques- 
tions and answers in a twist, but 
that I had had personal exper- 
ience of only two of these in my 
own life, so I appealed to read- 
ers to supply me with examples 
which they themselves had 
witnessed. 

1 was not disappointed. Sev- 
eral examples have flooded in, 
including one corker of a mis- 
take from CaTL My Bluff which 
is so good I shall have to leave 
it to last. 

My first informant was not 
a reader at aD, but foe letters 
editor of this very paper, who 
rang me to say that be had once 
seen an edition of University 
Challenge in which B amber 
Gascoigne was overruled on air. 


One team was being asked a 
question about architecture; 
he couldn't remember what 
foe question was, but he did 
know that foe expected answer 
was “Norman 1 ", so the question 
must have been something Hke: 
“In what style is such-and-such 
a building built?" 

The answer given was 
“Romanesque". 

“Tin soriy, it’s Norman,” 
said Gascoigne. 

At which point foe other 
team interceded and said - 
rather like a batsman admitting 
that he had, in fact, touched the 
ball -that they thought that was 
near enough, and that Norman 
and Romanesque styles did 
overlap enough for the answer 
to stand. So Gascoigne gave way 
and let it stand. 


The trouble, obviously, is 
that if foe quizmaster has no 
flexibility, only a one-word an- 
swer, be is in no position even 
tp defend himself. This was foe 
problem, according to a read- 
er called John Major (no rela- 
tion), with Top Of The Form, 
which he describes as “that 
ghastly old Home Service pro- 
gramme ... I can't remember 
specific cases but there were 
clangers nearly eveiyweek. Of- 
ten foe kids interpreted foe 

wordingof the questions far bet- 
ter than foe question setters, 
and when foe problems were 
vaguely scientific or engineer- 
ing oriented (I say ‘vaguely’ - . 
the Beeb seems to use only arts 
graduates) the answers were just 
plain wrong." 

Scientific ignorance is cer- 


tainly behind the plaint on a 
card I received anonymously 
from Stockport, which said, 
"Dear Miles, The saddest case 
of mispronunciation that 1 have 
ever heard was during a TV de- 
bate on foe closure of iron and 
steelmaking in Cumbria. The 
BSC representative said that it 
was impossible to use local ore 
as it was Tow fee', and the union 
representative never asked him 
to elaborate on this, dearly nei- 
ther of them knew what they 
were talking about - foe chem- 
ical symbol for iron is ‘Fe\ but 
this is always spoken as 'iron 1 . 
Both sides were just playing at 
it, for appearance’s sake." 

Anne Lewis, of London 
SW15, writes to sqy that al- 
though she cannot remember 
which show it was on, she does 


remember a man being asked 
for foe name of foe German, 
writer who wrote Faust. She re- 
members foe man giving foe 
correct answer, Goethe, pro- 
nounced “Gerta". She also re- 
members foe gunanagtensayi ng 
“No, it was Go-eafo . 

Give Exton writes feeling- 
ly with this memory, “One quiz 
gaffe 1 remember particularly 
well - because it seemed to en- 
capsulate neatly foe British at- 
titude to writers - happened is 

Sunday Nigfu at ihe London Pal- 
ladium. The climax of the show 
was a competition in which a 
member of foe audience had to 
arrange a number of words into 
a well-known phrase or saying. 
On foe Sunday night I re- 
member, the contestant ended 
up with The sword is mightier 


than the pen*. And won." 

And finally to the wonder- 
ful cock-up on a recent Cali My 
Bluff. Over, with gratitude, to 
John Greensmith of 
Huddersfield ... 

“This happened about three 
months ago. when the correct 
definition of'Knorcock’ was giv- 
en as an Old English word for 
‘next’. Having studied Anglo- 
Saxon in the past, I couldn’t 
believe this; and my suspicions 
were confirmed when I looked 
. it up in foe OED in the library. 

“Sure enough, it said ‘Knor- 
cock - anglicised form 'of' ‘nett*. 
But ‘next* means, refer- to the next 
word listed in the dictionary, 
which was Ttnorhan’, foe name 
of a South African species of 
bustard. 

“In other words, ‘Knorcock’ 


is the English name . for 
‘Knorhan'." 

Dearly, some poor inno- 
cent researcher had copied 
down “Anglicised version of 
next", and although a moment’s 
thought would have told him or 
her that there is no way that the 
word ‘knorcock" could be any 
version of foe word “next", he 
or she bad dearly not bothered 
with a moment’s thought and 
nobody had checked this odd 
definition. Were it not for a 
sharp-eyed Mr Greensmith. 
nobody would be any the wiser. 
Indeed, this may be foe first in- 
timation that the Call Sfy Bluff 
people have had that they did 
commit a howler. 

Ah, it wouldn’t have hap- 
pened in foe old Muir and 
. Campbell days. 


u® 
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Have you heard the one about 

the oriental fantasy? 


looker shortlist, announced this week 
is, in many ways, nothing but the saipq 0 id 
story, the one about the Irishman, the In- 
dian and the Antipodean, who seem peren- 
nially to be among the favoured few. So this 
year the likes of Roddy Doyle, Salman 
Rushdie and David Maloof step aside for 
fresh ranks of compatriots, namely Bernard 
MacLaveny, Arundhati Roy and Madeleine 

St John. The space fbT the required up-and- 

coming first novelist is filled by Mick Jack- 
son. And there are a couple ofpkdes for solid 
writers with a track record, Jim Grace and 
Tnn Paries, who — on the Bnggms* turn prin- 
ciple - deserve a little of the limelight. In 
short, there is nothing revolutionary about 
this year’s Booker judges. 

Yet the choices are refreshing at ip^t in 

ignoring much of the hype in the book trade 

about authors deemed a cert for the list The 
fact that two out of the five judges- Jan Dai- 
ley and Jason Cowley - are long-standing 
literary journalists, means that the panel will 
have taken a jaundiced view of being 
bounced into certain choices by the books 
trade. 

One casualty of this scepticism was John 
Banville, the Irish writer, whose fictionalised 
stoiy, 771 k Untouchable , based on the life erf 
Anthony Blunt, was bought by Picador for 
an exorbitant fee and pushed relentlessly; by 
them as a natural for the Booker. Hie talk- 
ing-up of Ian McEwan’s Enduring Love may 
also have backfired. It’s generally regarded 
to be a much better book that most published 
this year, but it is McEwan-by-numbers, run- 
ning through many of his old rife. The Book- 
er jury, which includes two senior a cademics, 
Gillian Beer (who chairs the jury) and Dan 
Jacobson, is sufficiently well-read to be fa- 
miliar with the previous work of well- 
known authors. The days when a gullible 
celebrity, with little literary background, was 
recruited on to the panel to catch the pub- 
lic eye are long gone. 

Not that the panel wants to seem too £Ii- 
tist. The choice of Madeleine St John's The 
Essence of the Thing is not only a huge sur- 
prise. It is also a nod in the direction of pop- 
ular fiction, a genre which previous juries 
have stoically ignored. The novel dips into 
a world that vwuld be famili ar to Bridget 
Jones - of life in west London's Notdog JEM 
and the' aftermath of the break-up of a re- 
lationship. It centres on the life of Nicola, 
who is trying to put her life bade together 
after the departure of her lover, Jonathan. 
The book is hardly ground-breaking in its 
ambitions and has been panned by soi 
ics as dkbftL Its theme and location-haws*- i 
after ah, preoccupied writers ranging from 
Muriel Spark in the Fifties through to Ani- 
ta Brookner in the Seventies and Eighties. 

It is perhaps forgivable that this book 
should have displaced Jeanette Winter- 
son’s widely tipped Gut Symmetries. Win- 
tereon breaks so many rules of conventional 
fiction and is so idiosyncratic in her style that 
she divides readers sharply between those 
who love and those who loathe her work. 
But it is harder to understand how 
Madeleine Si John’s ordinariness could have 
elbowed aside Carol Shields, a first-rate nov- 
elist, whose latest work, Larry's Parry, has as 
ils central character a forty-something man 
who is trying to making sense of his life. It 
demonstrates that Shields, always known for 
her skill in creating heroines, is just as adept 
with her heroes. 

In one respect, however, the judges 
have made an indisputably sound choke. The 
God of Small Things by Arundhati Roy, has, 

it is true, been hyped at least as much as the 

output of John Banville and Ian McEwan. 
Since last year’s Frankfurt Book Fair, the 
manuscript has heralded, amid a great buzz 
about the discovery of an unknown Indian 
genius. In this case, the fuss has been well- 
founded and been sustained through the en- 
suing months. 

Arundhati Roy, though from a profes- 
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sional background, had until this book no 
experience of writing and publishing fiction. 
Her novel was an act of faith When she 
wrote it, she gave up working in the fifrn in- 
dustry to write a book that had no obvious 
prospects. Yet the novel reveals that this 
writer, on her debut, hre a fully-fledged style 
and vision. It has the flaws of a first novel, 
being in places over-written by an author in 
love with her own stylistic virtuosity. But it 
remains deeply moving. 

The God of Small Thing s is also unlike 
the dassic Indian novel in English, which typ- 
ically appeals to Anglo-Saxon fantasy about 
an exotic land. Roy has set the novel in the 
lush landscape of Kerala in south-west In- 
dia, but she does not pander to traditional 
orientalism in the way she presents In dian 
society. There is a distinctive autobio- 
graphical tone as she looks at the Syrian 
Christian community in which she grew up. 
The story is of a tragic marriage to a Hin- 
du man of low caste outside that commu- 
nity. And so It reflects how her society is 
racked by conflicts between the energy of 
modernity and the demands of exisring tra- 
dition. As the plot unfolds you see these is- 
suesp&yed out against avEty real, op to date 
worid of bfll boards, radio jingles and pop 
magic. .... . 

if this week’s shortlist reflects any key 


Rj^hdfeltoBtxdflfewtl ^ 
m 1981, namely that the Booker Prize 
should be a major showcase for the varieties 
of English language fiction both within and 
beyond the British Isles, and not simply in 
the old metropolitan centres. This attitude 
acknowledges that the fixture of the English 
language is being forged in the Glaswegian 
dialect of James Kelman’s 1994 winner. How 
Late It Was, How Late and among the 
DubBnas in Roddy Doyle's Paddy QrukcHa 
Ha Ha (the 1993 winner). 

Experimentation with language can be 
found in Jim Crace's shortlisted Quarantine, 
which dramatises Jesus’s 40 days and nights 
in the wilderness and attempts to create a 
language appropriate for first centuryJudea, 
without producing a pastiche of the autho- 
rised version. Likewise, in The Underground 
Man, Mick Jackson attempts to get inside 
the head of an eccentric and possibty de- * 
mented aristocrat. 

Thus, like many Booker shortlists, there 
is a sense of standard literary English be- 
ing pulled in many different directions 
both historically and geographically. But the 
process of refining and renewing English is 
most innovative in Arundhati Roy's first nov- 
el, vdtich is why this extraordinary writer de- 
serves to win the plaudits and the £20,000 
when the judges make their final decision 
next month. 



If we can’t get the show right, how 
can we sort out the century? 


TheMfflennram Dome is going 
to happen. Look down from the 
50th floor of the Canary Wharf 
tower (where this newspaper is 
based) and you can see the out- 
side rim of the foundations, 
neatly fitting into the curve of 
the Thames. It will be an in- 
teresting, special building, as 
one might expect from Richard 
Rogers, now Lord Rogers, 
architect of the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris and the Dpyd’s 
Building In London. 

Butwhat will happen inside 
it? We know that people; such 
as the impresario. Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh, are involved in 
what might be called Che “spec- 
tacular” dement of what hap- 
pens in a central stadium in the 
middle of the drum, and that 
there will be other elements in 
around it But ' 
-.what *we don’t know - and 
more important what they don’t 
yet know - is what will be the 
Big Idea to underlie it. 

Visually, both the physical 
surroundings and the show 
inside will be wonderfuL No 
doubt about that. Get world- 
class talent to execute an idea 
and they will do it wonderful- 
ly, stunningly welL But without 
the intellectual glue of that 
central idea all that will result 
is a Having, empty, and ulti- 
mately useless, mask. 

We had been writing along 
these lines in this paper, and to 
his considerable credit Peter 
Mandelson, the minister who 
has to make the dome work, 
suggested that if we were so in- 
terested we might haul in some 
people to a meeting where we 
might hunt the Big Idea. He 
would start it off. And so last 
week a group of the most 
thoughtful people we could 
collect from all walks of British 
life found themselves peering 
across the river from the top of 
the tower to the site of the 
dome. 


As you mi gh t expect not one 
idea but a host of them 
emerged - far too many in fact 
But there were some common 
themes which made us realise, 
I think , that getting this one 
right was important not just foe 
the Government 1 s reputation, 
not just for this country, but, if 
it doesn’t sound too portentous, 
for the world. 

Tb e xplain ; stand back for a 
moment and ask what is special 
about this project For a start 
the dome is within a couple of 
hundred yards of the Green- 
wich meridian, the single most 
importantfocaJ point in time far 
the start of the next mill enni- 
um - the International Date 
Line, the other potential start 
point, wiggles through the 
ftidfic, an awkward spot for a 
show. London itself is objec- 
tively the most international 
point on earth: the most visit- 
ed dty on earth; the one with 
the largest number of interna- 
tional air passengers and with 
the most international phone, 
calls; the one which manages 
the largest amount of cross-bor- 
der equities and has the largest 
foreign exchange market- and 
so on. 

If it is a good place, it is also 
a good time - not just because 
of the resonant number of this 
2,000th Christian anniversary. 
It is a good time because at this 
moment the world, Christian 
and otherwise, is going through 
arguably the most rapid period 
of change in human history. 
This decade human population 
is growing faster than at any 
past period and maybe any 
future one. Economic power is 
shifting from the old developed 
worid to the new developing 
one. There are profound con- 
cerns about the pressure that 
population and economic 
growth put on the planet's re- 
sources. Technology, particu- 
larly in communications, is 
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racing forward so that distance, 
for many activities, has virtually 
ceased to exist We aftorieber 
than ever before, but that 
wealth carries high costs - 
social and environmental - 
which rightly trouble us. 

So if a single big idea 
emerged it was that this is a spe- 
cial time for humankind - and 
that one task of the millenni- 
um event is to help explain why 
this particular time is so inter- 
esting, so important for the 
future of our species, so dif- 
ferent from any other past pe- 
riod of our history. Explain, yes, 
but also entertain and enthuse. 

So the Millennium Experi- 
ence has to indude an element 
of futuristic technology, but 
not the “old" visions of this - 
space travel and the like. The 
new technologies which will 
change the worid during the 
next century will include 
biotechnology, issues like how 
the mind works or how drugs 
change people's behaviour. Do 
rave-goers understand how 
recreational drugs work and why 
they take them? 

The social effects of tech- 
nical change are often even 


The fog was down. Lee talked about his iddy-biddy home 



MISSISSIPPI 

JOURNEY 

matt brace 

PART TWO 


2am in Dresbadb Slough, on the 
Upper Mississippi riding the 

tcrvkioalJaAmreSiegbauer, river 
pilot Mike Pope at the helm. 
Thick fog had forced us to 
slow the 3,200bp engines to a 
craw!. Ahead of us the three 
giant anhydrous a mm onia 
barges we were pushing were 
hardly visible even with our 
spotlights full on. If there was 
a Mississippi moon shining on 

me 1 couldn't see it. 

Mike knew the fog would be 
down until dawn. It had been 
that way both nights since the 
JoAnne puffed out of St Paul, 
Minnesota, two days ago with 
Captain A1 Hicks, Mike, three 
bargemen, two dedkhands, one 
cook and an English trainee 
boatman on board. I had got 
used to sitting out my 11pm to 
5am watch enveloped in cold* 
damp Mississippi fflisL 
On our first night out from 

St Paul, Mike had been wining 

to keep the boat out in the 9ft 
channel, using the reverse eo- 


the current-- But tonight he 
wanted her tied off on. the 

bank io give the horsepower a 

rest. Bateman Lee Courville 
/the Crazy Cajun) from the 


Louisiana bayous, Deckhand 
Steve Shiver (called Screech for 
reasons no one ou board could 
remember) and I were sboul- 
der-to-afeoulder in the wheel- 
house behind Mike, waiting 
for orders. 

- The Jog continued to tum- 
ble down the bluffs along the 
shore and visibility worsened. 
“That’s it," said Mike. “Ain’tno 
way Tm running in this shit no 
more. It’s time guys.” 

Outside, the night was all 
around ns. A blue heron 
swooped out of the mist past my 
head, the dcadas hissed from 
the grass and river vapours 
dung to my face. 

Lee led me down the wheel- 
house steps and we hopped on 
to the first barge, picking our 
way aloag its edge. Fifteen feet 
below me swirled the blade, 
sflent waters of the Mississippi 
We could not have been more 
than 2 flft from the shore but the 
river was dangerously deep 
mad the current strong. 

2 remembered Mike’s first 

lessoaonhowtobeariveiboat 

plot “The current comes out 
from the bank into the river. 
Don’t forget that. Your, lead 
barge will get pushed out if you 


get too dose.” I could see the 
current running offshore as we 
stood cm the barge rail huddled 
in our lifejackets. 

The JoAnne's engines 
roared as she tried to get close 
enough for me to leap off and 

tie her up but the river was teas- 
ing ber. We did get in dose 
enough once. Lee and I were 
at the very nose of the lead 
barge, caught by the spotlight. 
As we slid up the bank we were 
engulfed tty foliage. I was ready 
to leap ashore and choke a rope 

(catch a line) from Lee but over 

the walkie-talkies Mike told us 
to wait awhile to see if she 
would hold on her own. 

Lee and I fell to talking. He 
told me about his home town 
and seemed glad of the chance 
to remin d himself of iL 

“It’s just an iddy-biddy ITI 
place, hont 2,000 people. 
Kinder’s its name. It’s real 
nice. That’s real Cajun Coun- 
try out there. We’re country 
people, most of us never been 
to a dty. I ain’t even been io 
New Orleans and that’s just up 
the road. I like the outdoors, 
crabbing, fishing, hunting tur- 
tles. And good cooking!” - 

His great-grandfather had 


migrated from Nova Scotia, so 
Lee grew up speaking equal 
amounts of Cajun French and 
English. “But now the young 
'uns they don't want to learn 
Cajun Firnch so it’s going to die 
out, I reckon in the next 50 
years or so.” 

It was time to tie-off but to 
which tree? At last I could be 
of some use as the JoAnne’s 
official arborealisL Hanging 
on to each other's lifejackets, 
Lee and 1 squinted at the 
options. A hazel. Too weak. A 
double- trunked elm. Too far 
from the shore. An oak. Perfect, 
apart from the feet that we had 
just dug out 2ft of bank from 
under it when we hit the shore, 
exposing its roots and render- 
ing ft much less stable. 

It wasn’t going to work. 
Mike would have another night 
holding her steady io mid-river. 
I walked back alongthe barges, 
choking on the ammonia stench 
and sheepishly hid in the galley. 
All I had to do was tie-off and 
I couldn’t even manage that 

I imm ersed myself in the 
charts of the Upper Missisippi. 
learning the names of each 
stretch of river. Dresbach 
Slough was at Mile 704, mea- 


sured from the confluence of 
the Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers just north of St Louis. 
Below us eight miles through 
the fog was Broken Arrow 
Slough, then Diamond Jo Day- 
mark, Coon, Deadman and 
Catfish Sloughs, Sweety Island, 
Hurricane Chute, Steamboat 
Hollow, Fever River, and 
Hanging Dog Bluff It was as if 
Mark Ttoain had named them. 

As I sank into my bunk at 
dawn 1 counted the miles I had 
covered so for - roughty 60(1. By 
the time we dock at Dubuque, 
Iowa, in another 36 hours, that 
will have increased to more 
than 700. 1 suddenly realised 1 
was way behind schedule. I 
was due to meet the mayor of 
Greenville, Mississippi on Sep- 
tember 19 to attend the big 
Blues festival there as his guesL 
Missing it would be snubbing 
Southern hospitality - it’s just 
not done. But Dubuque, Iowa, 
to Grecnvflle, Mississippi, in a 
week? The success of the jour- 
ney was now in the hands of the 
towboat pilots and reliant on 
the fickle moods of the river. 1 
prayed it would treat me wed 

Part 3 appears next Wednesday. 


more important than the 
changes themselves. Look at 
the way the invention of the car 
has changed our shopping 
habits, or the television our 
leisure time. Just as the inven- 
tors of those technologies had 
no perception of their social im- 
pact, so the inventors of the 
Internet can have little idea of 
the way it (and its successors) 
will change the way we will live 
in another generation’s time. 

The show will have to ac- 
knowledge the damage done to 
the environment, but it will 
need to explain that not all en- 
vironmental change is cata- 
strophic and that in some areas 
progress has been made in fix- 
ing problems. Tiny example: 
this year sea bass, that fash- 
ionable fish of stylish restau- 
rants, have been caught 
swimming past the millennium 
rite: technology has cleaned up 
the Thames. 

The dome will also have to 
Show awareness of the aston- 
ishing internationalisation that 
has taken place in the world. 
Ideas now whiz round in milli- 
seconds; and people whiz 
round pretty fast too. Divi- 
sions haw become vertical (be- 
tween different types of people 
in one country) rather than hor- 
izontal (between similar people 
in different countries). 

Above all the experience 
ought to have a moral or even 


a spiritual dimension. It comes 
HI from journalists or politicians 
who vie for the bottom of the 
league table of public esteem, 
but clearly people are hunting 
for something that goes beyond 
materialism and technology. 
Yes. the Millennium Show has 
to be fun; it must not be too 
earnest, too sure it is right. And 
of course it has to be for all 
people, young and old, and rich 
and poor, Christians and non- 
Christians, Britons and non- 
Britons, all races, all beliefs. But 
also it has to indude an element 
of morality: why are we here 
and what are our responsibili- 
ties to future generations? 

And that surely is the Big 
Idea. The future will have many 
features about which we should 
be lruty concerned. There will 
be billions raore of us sharing 
this globe. There wall be envi- 
ronmental degradation. There 
wil] be grave soda! problems 
within otherwise rich coun- 
tries. But on the other hand 
there are wonderful opportu- 
nities brought about by tech- 
nology, better education, better 
communications and by the 
feet that the entire world is 
operating on a common eco- 
nomic system. What we must do 
now is create a future which is 
more balanced and more 
humane. If we can do that in the 
dome then we will have made 
a really useful start. 
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Tesco raises stakes in supermarket banking battle 



Terry Leahy, chief executive of Tesco (right), visiting the Brent Cross branch in Hendon, nordi London . Photograph: FT 


Tesco yesterday increased the 
pressure on the high street banks 
with the launch of a high-interest 
account which will allow shoppers 
to make transactions at the 
check-out. It is also gaining 
market share in groceries and 
fighting selective distribution 
agreements which prevent it from 
selling cut price jeans, branded 
sportswear and perfumes. Nigel 
Cope. Gty Correspondent, reports on 
the growing dominance of the big 
supermarkets. 

Tesco's new instant access savings ac- 
count, launched by the supermarket group 
yesterday, will offer an interest rate of 6.5 
per cent on deposits of over £1. Though 
the rate exactly matches that offered by 
Sainsbuiy’s Bank, which was launched ear- 
lier this year, Tesco denied it was escalat- 
ing the supermarket battle with its 
arch-rival. 

The company said that though it com- 
peted head-to-head with Sainsbury’s and 
other supermarkets in the grocery arena, 
its real target in financial services is tbe high 
street banks. “It isn’t about Tesco versus 
Sainsbuiy’s here," said Tfesco deputy chair- 
man David Reid. “It is about the wider mar- 
ket and how a simple product offer can give 
customers good service.” 

Tesco 's bank account will enable cus- 
tomers to pay in or withdraw cash at check- 
outs, or at branches of Royal Bank of 
Scotland. Tesco's joint venture partner in 
financial services. Mr Reid admitted that 
Lhe service could lead to longer queues at 


checkouts but said this would be monitored 
carefully. The bulk of transactions are ex- 
pected to be conducted over the phone. 

Tbe launch is the latest in a series of 
moves into financial services by the su- 
permarket giants. Tbsco already operates 
a GubCard Phis budget account which has 
200,000 customers. Sainsbury’s Bank, 
launched in the spring, now has 500J100 cus- 
tomers for its range of financial products 
which include a telephone based bank ac- 
count, two credit cards and a range of mort- 
gages. Safeway would not disclose how 
many customers bad taken up the offer of 
its ABC bonus account which also pays 5 
percent interest Tesco is considering fur- 
ther expansion into financial services with 
mortgages a possibility. 

Banking analysts said the savings rates 
offered by the supermarkets groups were 
clearly better than those offered by rival 
banks but that the impact on the banking 
sector was difficult to assess. “There is dear- 
ly amarket here for the supermarkets,” one 
said. “What is not dear is how large that 
market is and how committed to h the su- 
permarkets are. For example, how long will 
these interest rates be offered? It is easy 
to offer high interest rates on balances when 
your balances are km." 

Tesco's announcement came as the 
group announced a 9 per cent increase in 
first half profits to £350m. In addition to 
its expansion into financial services, Tesco 
said it was keen to expand its non-food in- 
terests in areas such as newspapers and 
magazines, books and videos and health 
and beauty products. 

Tfesco chief executive Tferry Leahy said 
Tesco was keen to stock products such as 
fragrances and branded sportswear if it 
could secure supplies. Tesco has already of- 
fered a limited stock of cut-priced Levi 


jeans and Adidas sportswear. This was 
against the wishes of tbe manufacturers 
who said supermarkets are not the right 
environment for their products. 

Mr Leahy said Ifesco would attack se- 
lective distribution agreements and had 
made submissions to the UK government 
and the European Commission to outlaw 


the practice. “It is wrong that there are se- 
lective agreements which seem to be 
aimed at keeping prices high,” he said. 

In the six months to 9 August Tesco 
recorded a 15.2 per cent increase in group 
sales to £7.7bn. Same store sales increased 
by 6 per cent pushing Tfesoo’s market share 
in UK groceries from 14.2 per cent to 15 


per cent Tfesco wOI expand further in cen- 
tral Europe and recently sent a marketing 
team to China to explore the possibility of 
opening stores there. 

The home delivery trial which enables 
customers to order via die Internet is go- 
ing well in six areas. Tfesco will announce 
an extension to the trial shortly. 


The Irish stores acquired for £64 lm 
from Associated British Foods in May con- 
tributed £14m to operating profits in the 
14 weeks since the deal. 

The dividend was increased by 9 per cent 
to 3.55p. 

Tesco shares closed 5.5p higher at 
441Jp. 


BG courts controversy 
with £1.3 bn buy-back 


BG, the former British Gas, will 
today end weeks of speculation 
by unveiling plans to spend 
more than £1 bn on share 
buybacks. The company will 
also reveal a strong 
improvement in earnings in its 
half yearly results. 

But as Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports, the 
buybacks will prove 
controversial after the 
company's unsuccessful 
campaign to halt savage 
cuts in Its pipeline charges. 


Executives from BG first floated 
the idea of share buy-backs to ana- 
lysis in June, following the defeat over 
price controls at its main gas pipeline 
business, Transco. Today David Var- 
ney. chief executive, is expected to an- 
nounce a buyback costing around 
£J Jbn as part of a complex restruc- 
turing of BG’s share capital, mirror- 
ing recent schemes by Southern 
Electric and Yorkshire Water. 

Though BG shareholders will wel- 
come the buyback, which would need 
to be endorsed a tan extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting, consumers are likely to 
be surprised by the decision. Only last 
year the old British Gas attacked the 
new price control plans by Ofgas, the 
industry watchdog, as the “biggest 
smash and grab raid ever.” Executives 
had repeatedly warned safety could be 
put at risk by the loss of £650m of an- 
nual revenues, translating into a re- 
duction of about £15 off average 
domestic bills. 

Speculation about possible buy- 
backs has already fuelled a meteoric 
rise in BG’s share price since Febu- 


rary’s landmark demerger, when the 
gas supply business hived off into a 
separate quoted company, Centrica. 
BG shares have doubled from a low 
point this year of 134p. They closed 
yesterday 1.5p lower at 2685p, with 
dealers blaming profit taking ahead 
of todays interim results. 

Mr Mirney will justify the buybacks 
as part of a move to raise BG’s bor- 
rowings to boost its balance sheet, a 
strategy adopted by many other util- 
ities. The group's debt was already set 
to rise to £3.9bo by the end of this 
year, partly reflecting the £5 14m 
provision which will also be an- 
nounced today to cover the windfall 
utility tax. 

Though BG’s gearing, the ratio of 
debt to equity, would soar to almost 
200 per cent after the buyback, ana- 
lysts said the company’s pipeline 
revenues could comfortably cover the 
interest bilL Simon Flowers, head of 
utility research at Nat West Securities, 
predicted further buybacks could 
follow. “In terms of magnitude this 
would be very sensible. It will leave 
flexibility for more to come.” 

The buyback is likely to involve BG 
replacing its existing shares with two 
new classes of equity, some of which 
would then be purchased by the 
company. Such schemes, which re- 
duce the amount of shares in circu- 
lation. have tax advantages over 
conventional buybacks. 

BG will also reveal underlying after- 
tax profits of some £480m for the first 
six months of the year in another sign 
of the group's improving fortunes. The 
results will be boosted by a turnaround 
in the exploration and production busi- 
ness, which looks set to move from a 
£68m loss into a £112m profit. 

However, BG is expected to make 
exceptional charges of around £100m 
to cover 24*00 job cuts recently an- 
nounced at Transco. 


Spottiswoode forced to 
investigate price cuts 


Clare Spottiswoode, the gas industry 
regulator, is being forced to investigate 
and then report back publicly on com- 
plaints that British Gas's latest round of 
price cuts discriminate unfairly against 
■l million low-income households. 

The Gas Consumers’ Council 
yesterday submitted a formal “referral” 
to Ofgas under the Gas Act. arguing that 
Ms Spottiswoode had broken her own 
rules in allowing British Gas to dis- 
criminate in this way. 

The price cuts, due to be introduced 
in January next year, will he worth £28 a 
war to the average consumer or 9 per cent 
aff the standard domestic bill. However, 
they will only be available to 16 million 
customers who either pay by direct debit 
ar settle their bills wilhin 10 days. 
Customers on pre-payment meters or 
budget plans have been excluded on the 
pounds that they are more expensive to 
service and unprofitable for British Gas. 

In its submission. Sue Slipman. 


director of the GCG says these cus- 
tomers are being treated unfairly because 
the price cuts stem from reductions in 
tbe charges that can be levied by lhansco, 
the transportation arm of BG.The GCC 
says that Ofgas ruled in 1995 that 
Transco 's charges were “joint costs" 
shared by all classes of consumer and 
therefore the reductions in the charges 
should be applied across the board. 

John Battle, the industry minister, has 
also made known his unhappiness at the 
way price aits are being introduced and 
is meeting Roy Gardner, chief executive 
of Centrica, the trading aim of British Gas, 
next Wednesday to discuss the matter. 

Ofgas had said it had no intention of 
investigating the issue further. But the 
GCCs intervention win force it to conduct 
an examination. The investigation is like- 
ly to take at least three months which may 
mean that prioe cuts hare been introduced 
before Ofgas has published its findings. 

- Michael Harrison 


Fall in government borrowing raises pay fears 


The Government’s finances were 
in such unexpectedly good shape 
last month that many City 
experts are saying the Iran 
Chancellor will keep borrowing 
below his £11 bn target this year. 
Diane Coyle, Economics Editor , 
assesses if the figures mean the 
government will have some extra 
leeway on ptfolic sector pay. 

New figures yesterday showed that tbe 
shortfall between government spending and 


revenue was fl.lbn in August, following 
a surprisingly big surplus in July. The Pub- 
lic Sector Borrowing Requirement (PSBR) 
in the first five months of the financial year 
has added up to £6.6bo excluding one-off 
privatisation proceeds, less than half the 
total at the same stage last year. 

Economists in the City, who scrutinise 
the PSBR dosefy for dues about bow much 
money the government will need to raise 
by selling gilts to the financial markets, de- 
scribed the August figure as “spectacular- 
ly good”. 

Part of the explanation was tbe receipt 
of an extra £1.4bn in tobacco duties last 
month, simply reflecting the timing of the 


July Budget However, thanks to the 
buoyant economy, total tax receipts so far 
this financial year have been nearly 8 per 
cent higher than last year. 

More significant is the fact that ex- 
penditure by government departments is 
£l.4bn lower than at the same stage last 
year. If spending continued to fall at the 
same pace, this year’s PSBR would be 
closer to £4bn than the £llbn target. 

This is unlikely as one-offs such as the 
sale of the MoD married quarters and the 
Housing Corporation’s loan book have 
shrunk expenditure artificially this year. 
Even so, a combination of falling un- 
employment and tight control mean 


government spending might undershoot 
the plans published in the Budget. 

Kevin Darlington, an economist at in- 
vestment bank ABN-Amro. agreed. “It 
will still be a hell of a task to keep de- 
partmental spending down like this. But 
there could be extra in the kitty for next 
year's public sector pay bilL” 

On the day when Alistair Darling, 
chief secretary to the Treasury, insisted 
the government would be “fair but firm" 
on pay claims, the borrowing figures sug- 
gested that it might be in a position to 
offer more to high-profile groups like 
nurses, doctors and teachers, according 
to analysts. 
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Malaysia renews battle 
against speculators 


The South-east Asian financial 
crisis intensified yesterday as the 
Malaysian government renewed 
its attack on currency and stock 
market speculators amid fears 
that the International Monetary 
Fund might withdraw support for 
the embattled Thai economy, 
writes Tom Stevenson, Financial Editor. 


The Malaysian government yesterday 
stepped up its attack on the powerful hedge 
funds it believes have deliberately weak- 
ened its currency and stock markets. 
Anwar Ibrahim, the country's Minister of 
Finance, called for international rules to 
be drafted to “punish unscrupulous 
speculators”. 

Speaking at a meeting of finance min- 
isters in Mauritius, Mr Anwar said efforts 
should be made to police the activities of 
hedge funds and other investment firms to 
prevent them destabilising national and in- 
ternational financial markets. 

“He said: “What is absent in the pre- 
sent international financial system is a 
mechanism to protect those who become 
victims of irresponsible bucaneering spec- 
ulators." 

Malaysia’s currency, the ringgit, and its 
stockmarket have been badly hit by tbe cur- 
rency crisis which spread through several 
south east Asian countries after the rapid 
depreciation of the Thai baht in July. 


Mr Anwar said the IMF and the World 
Bank should address how to “deliver a ma- 
jor and substantive formula to protect 
emerging economies”. He stressed’ 
Malaysia had a budget surplus and bad al- 
ready announced measures to increase this 
by making across the board cuts in ex- 
penditure and by deferring “mega-projects 1 * 
such as new towns and dams. 

His comments came only days before 
a meeting of European and Asian finance 
ministers in Bangkok and a high-profile 
IMF/World Bank meeting in Hong Kong, 
which begins in earnest at the weekend with 
a Group of Seven (G7) meeting. 

The South East Asian crisis deepened 
yesterday after an article in Hong Kong's 
South China Morning Post warned that the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) was 
considering withdrawing its support for a 
bailout package for Thailand. That coun- 
try’s central bank governor had previous- 
ly warned it may foil to match reform targets 
next year. 

Cbaiyawat Wibulswasdi said Thailand 
was still committed to honouring its oblig- 
ations under the international bailout 
programme but he admitted that meeting 
a fiscal surplus target set by the IMF for 
next year would be difficult. 

Negotiating its worst financial crisis for 
30 years, Thailand received the first $1.6bn 
of a $3.9bn standby credit from the IMF 
late last month. 

The payment was part of a Sl7bn 
package supported by Asian countries 
led by Japan. 
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Limelight shares rise as Cotter quits 


Shares in Limelight bounced 2p to 37^p 
yesterday after the troubled Moben 
kitchens and Dolphin bathrooms group an- 
nounced the abrupt departure of Stephen 
Cotter, chief executive, in the wake of last 
week’s profit warning. 

The move came as part of a damage lim- 
itation exercise to stem the controversy 
whipped up by the collapse in the shares 
from the placing price of 175p in Novem- 
ber, when Stephen Boler, the group's 
founder, took the opportunity of raising 
£60m from the sale of most of his stake. 

A spokesman “categorically” denied 
that there had been pressure from insti- 
tutional investors fix' the management 
change, but Mr Boler, who had been a non- 
executive director, is to return to the 
group as a consultant Last week he said 


he would not take on an executive position 
at Limelight He will now form part of a 
new operational advisory committee to im- 
plement an action plan for the business, 
which will also include Andrew Sianway. 

managing director of the Sharps fitted bed- 

room business, who is to replace Mr Col- 
ter as group chief executive. 

Mf Cotter, who is on an 18-month con. 
tract earning £230,000 last year, is still 
negotiating his pay-off, but it could end up 
being dose to £350,000, if his contract is 
honoured in full. 

A restructuring will see the Dolphin 
business, which has seen an “Unexpected” 
sales decline recently, merged with the 
MKD division, which currently indudes 
Moben, adother poor performer, and 
Kitchens Direct 
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BG becomes a dedicated follower of fashion 
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Today's widely expected news from BG 
Group that it intends to buy back more 
tban £lbn of its shares presents this once 
troubled organisation with an intriguing 
public relations challenge. Having com- 
plained » loudly and bitterly' about Qare 
Spotiiswoode’s new price controls, is 
Richard Giordano, the rharrman, really 
proposing to turn round and say “only kid- 
ding* Actually we could have afforded a 
lot more”? This time last year he and his 
executives were cfamiing r hg t 
ula tor’s proposals amounted to theft, 
that they would destroy the company and 
endanger public safety. Now il appears that 
even after Ms Spottsswbode’s savaging, the 
company still has the odd copper or two 
left to treat shareholders with. 'folk about 
crying wolf. 

On the face o£ then, BG Group has 
quite a somersault to perform. The spec- 
tacle should make good sport. In the end, 
however, the potential for embarrassment 
here should not be allowed to get in the 
way of what may be a sound ide a. Though 
a big share bay-back may seem a bit rich 
from the point of view of consumers 
(should this money not have been sprat 
on yet further price reductions?), this is 
actually not the way to lords at iL What ■ 
BG is proposing is to rejig its capital by 
replacing equity with debt It makes no dif- 
ference to customers whether capital is 
in the form of debt or equity. It's not their 
money, so why should they care? If the 
cost of servicing the debt is cheaper than 
paying dividends, then over the long 
term it might actually be to their benefit 


like most modern-day c omm ercial 
trends, the present fashion for buy-backs 
comes from the US, where they are now 
commonly used as a substitute for divi- 
dends. Already we have seen quite a lot 
of it here too. of course, but on nothing 
like the same seafe as the US. Further- 
more, there is still resistance in the City 
to the idea that boy-bocks should be used 
as a substitute for dividends. Where the 
US leads, however, Britain tends to fol- 
low. Fee-hungry investment bankers are 
pursuing the opportunities with a whole 
battery of corporate clients and it could 
well be that we are on the verge of a ver- 
itable explosion in these things. 

In the US, the thinking behind them 
broadly goes Eke this. Stockyifilds are now 
so low that companies need to find other 
ways of rewarding their shareholders. One 
way is to pay them in capital There are 
also tax advantages in doing it this way 
since dividends arepaid out of a company’s 
net profits while interest on debt is paid 
out of gross profits. 

With the abolition in the last Budget 
of tax credits on dividends, some of the 
same factors are beginning to come into 
jday in the UK too. Dividends are now 
worth 20 per cent Jess to the big pension 
funds than they were before the Budget. 
In these rarraimstarv-ps both corporate a nd 
government bonds are made that much, 
more attractive. • 

■ There are other factors too driving the 
big pension funds away from equity and 
towards bonds. The requirements of an 
ageing population and new government- 


imposed “minimum funding require- 
ments'* are forcing the pensions indus- 
try progressively into the so called “safe” 
investment of debt Io other words, there 
is a real and possibly unsatisfied demand 
for bonds, wink demand for equity may 
be on the wane. This is not to argue that 
the cult of equity is over, but it may not 
run as strongly as it did. 

The buy-back is a logical consequence 
of these developments. In the UK. the 
tendency has been for companies to use 
cash or bank borrowings to fund these 
exercises, but it can only be a matter of 
time before the process finds its mirror 
imagine in a revival of the corporate bond 
market. What could be neater than to buy 
back unwanted equity, tben soak up the 
capital once more with a corporate bond 
issue. . 

A good racket for the City, obviously. 
The tougher question is whether all this 
gearing up of the corporate balance sheet 
is entirely wise. In BG’s case the balance 
sheet is plainly capable of taking much 
heavier debt gearing without causing un- 
due concern. There are obvious dangers 
involved, however. It all looks fine at the 
moment with interest rates relatively low 
and inflation in abeyance, but what hap- 
pens in the next recession? 

Ibday’s good idea may well seem like 
a rather bad one in the cold light of the 
next economic downturn. Investors are 
only prepared to provide a fixed interest 
rate for so long. In the event of a prolonged 
downturn, companies will be queuing up 
to go the other way and refinance their 


over-geared balance sheets with cheaper 
equity. For the time being, however, the 
faction is for the plunging neckline and 
the City will welcome what BG is doing 
with open arms. 

Brown should stay 
firm on spending 

Might Gordon Brown have turned out to 
be too tough on public spending for his 
own good? So determined has he been to 
consign the Labour Party’s tax and spend 
image to the dustbin of history that it looks 
increasinglyas though be wffl not just meet 
but actually beat the Conservative gov- 
ernment’s expenditure plans this financial 
year. 

This has certainly won over the City. 
The widespread reaction yesterday was 
that, with spending control this good, there 
would be scope to offer higher pay awards 
to key groups of public sector employees 
and still keep the PSBR on target. Most 
analysts have seen pay claims as one of 
the most likely sources of pressure for gov- 
ernment spending, as the wage bill ac- 
counts for about a third of the expenditure 
total. Yesterday’s figures suggest that a bit 
of this pressure can be safely released. Mr 
Brown won’t want to trumpet this from 
the rooftops but even some one as parsi- 
monious as be must know that a govern- 
ment that keeps stressing the importance 
of education will one day have to offer the 
teachers more money. 


An extra 1 per cent on the total pay 
bill would cost another flbn. Concentrated 
on particular high-profile groups, it could 
finance settlements generously in excess 
of the present going rate, about 3.5 per 
cent in the private sector. However, the 
good news on the government’s finances 
is coming a bit early in the negotiations. 
If the Iron Chancellor is serious about 
keeping the lid on spending- and he has 
proved that he is - be needs to persuade 
all those aggrieved public sector groups 
that there really is not all that much to play 
for. Hjs negotiating position would have 
been easier if the good news on the PSBR 
had been delayed for another six months. 

There is an issue of economic strategy 
on top of the matter of negotiating tac- 
tics. To the extent that borrowing is be- 
low target because of the strong economy 
and falling unemployment, the Govern- 
ment should bank the difference. As Mr 
Brown pointed out before the election, at 
this stage of the last business cyde the Gov- 
ernment was m surplus. He needs to re- 
sist calls to exploit the good news and 
loosen up on the purse strings, or be will 
find himself haring to rein back again when 
the economy starts slowing down. 

Even so, the public finances are plainly 
in much belter shape than Labour was 
claiming before the last election. With the 
problem of the strong pound beginning 
to recede too, Mr Brown could hardly have 
hoped for a more benign economic back- 
drop to the Labour Party conference. He's 
yet to pul a foot wrong and even the City 
is beginning to say “well done so far". 


Pearson poaches top finance man 
from Dorling Kindersley 


A strengthening of the 
management team at 
Pearson is being seen as 
a move to avoid a 
repetition of the 
accounting scandal at its 
Penguin. Cathy Newman 
reports. 


Pearson has appointed Peter 
Gill, former group finance di- 
rector at Dorling Kindersley, as ■ 
director of financial opera- 
tions. to tighten up its financial 
reporting and control proce- 
dures. City analysts said the ap- 
pointment would safeguard 
Pearson from the appearance 
of any further “black holes" in 
ils accounting systems. The 
company was forced to set 
aside £1 00m earlier in the year 
after the discovery of an .ac- 
counting fraud in its Penguin 
subsidiary. 

Meg Guldens, media analyst 
^at Merrill Lynch, said Mr Gill’s 
' skills would “come in very use- 
ful". She added: “There don’t ' 
seem to be any black holes 
around at the moment, but bay- 
ing someone who's been in a 
business which is very similar 
to many of Pearson’s busi- 
nesses will help them have 
closer control across their op- 
erations.* ' 

Mr Gill’s appointment co- 
incided with two other man- 
agement changes. John Fallon, 
PowerCen’s director of com- 
munications, will take chargeaf 
Pearson's internal and external 
communications and Paul 
Vickers. legal services director 
at Cable & Wireless, will have 
responsibility for legal and 
company secretarial affairs. 

John* Makinson, Pearson's 
finance director, said the ad- 



Peter Gill, Pearson’s safeguard against the appearance of *btack holes’ m its books 


ditions were not just a reaction 
to events at Penguin, but he ad- 
mitted they were designed to 
improve financial controls. He 
added: “We're obviously ex- 
tremely scrupulous about 
strengthening controls in the 
light of the Penguin business." 

Anthony de Larrinaga, me- 
dia analyst at Panniure Gordon, 
said: “Pearson needs to tight- 
en up its financial reporting and 
controls within the group. Mr 
Gill’s appointment will enable 
Mr Makinson to think more 
strategically and to look at ac- 
quisitions and so on.” 

The news was unwelcome 

for Dorling which saw its shares 

felUASp to dose at 2705p. The 
City was concerned about the 
exit of another senior member 


of staff so soon after the de- 
parture in July of Kristina Pe- 
terson, chief executive officer 
of the US division. 

A cautious statement about 
future trading from Darling’s 
chairman; Peter Kindersley 
had also not helped, analysts 
said. Mr Kindersley said that al- 
though he was “confident* of 
future prosperity, there were “a 
number of challenges in the 
shortterm". 

The group announced a 21 
drop profits to £10-2m for the 
year to June, in line with mar- 
ket forecasts. However, a£L 5 m 
exceptional reorganisation 

charge was higher than analysts 
had expected. 

Mr Kindetsky said yesterday 
cost-cutting would continue. 


and there would be some re- 
dundancies. It also emerged 
that staff bonuses have been 
slashed in an attempt to contain 
costs. Staff have in recent years 
been paid an extra month’s 
salary as a discretionary bonus 
at the end of the summer. 

However, this year, em- 
ployees have been given a flat 
bonus of £250.Tbe company 
said the US, where turnover was 
down 1 per cent, was problem- 
atical because of adverse retail 
conditions. In the UK turnover 
rose 3 7 per cent ia£A7Jbm. The 
autumn publishing list was, 
Dorling added, “one of the 
strongest of recent years*. 

Shares in Dorling fell to 
2025p earlier in the year from 
a high of 660p. 


■ 4 Earnings premium for qualifications 
shows steady increase, says report 


Education boosts your 
earnings. The bad news 
is that it might not help 
you get a job. 

Dfotw Coyfc, Economics 
Editor, reports that dole 
queues have become 
steadily better-educated. 

Pjv rises seadily in line with ed- 
ucatirmal attainment, and the 
comings premium f« r gainms 
qualifications has increased, 
according to u new report. 

VSAvncn benefit even more 
than men in the extent to which 
staying on in education m- 
m proves their earnings, although 
* men on average arc still paid 
a quarter to a third more than 
womenwhatew they have be- 
ween' their earn. 


Bui one catch is that edu- 
cational qualifications have be- 
come a less sure passport to a 
job as the skin level of the pop- 
ulation has risen. The unem- 
ployment rate for the 
unqualified has changed little, 
while graduates’ risk of unem- 
ployment is still far lower but 
has risen over the years. 

A second drawback is the 
growing need for students to 
work to support themselves 
on the way to their qualifica- 
tion. One in four full-time 16- 

1 9-vear-oId students and one in 

five among the 20-24 year-olds 
also holds a part-time job. ' 

“Pay is increasing in real 
lermsfor workers with a higher 
level of education, whilst barely 
holding up, if not decreasing. 
for people with tow ot «.j qual- 
ifications," according to the 
Employment Polity Institute s . 


autumn - Em ployment Audit. 
A woman with a degree earned 
£349.42 a week on average in 
1996, nearly three times more 
than the £11832 average for 
women with' no qualifications. 
The gap had -grown slightly 
since 1993, when the respective 
pay levels were £343.94 and 
£1 17259 a week in 1996 pounds. 

Men enjoyed a smaller re- 
turn to their educational qual- 
ifications but at all levels of 
attainment earned more than 
women. 

fart year the average man 
with a degree made a weekly 
£530.23, just over twice as 
much as the £24267 earned by 
his unqualified coumerpart. 

•. Female pay rates have stuck 
at 75 to 80 per ccnl of the equiv- 
alent male pay level. A woman 
with a degree typically makes 
about the same in a week as a 


man with ‘A’ levels or an ad- 
vanced vocational qualifica- 
tion. 

But a separate article in the 
same report, written by Peter 
Robinson of the London 
School of Economics, shows 
that while 59 percent of the on- 
employed in 1979 bad no qual- 
ifications, this had dropped to 
29 percent by 1996. 

Unemployment rates for 
the unskilled have risen far less 
over the years than unemploy- 
ment amongst the best quali- 
fied, although the fanner are 
still about six limes more likely 
to be out of a job. 

Mr Robinson writes “Sig- 
nificantly fewer of tbe unem- 
ployed were unqualified in 
1996 when compared with 
1979, reflecting the large in- 
crease in the holding of quali- 
fications." 


American Airlines toughens stance in battle over slots 


American Airlines 
yesterday warned 
Brussels that it would 
not submit to the curbs 
it is seeking to impose 
on its alliance with BA. 

AAichael Harrison 
reports 


The combative stance taken by 
American suggests attitudes 
are hardening on both sides as 
the long-running battle to get 
regulatory approval for the 
alliance from London, 'Wash- 


ington and Brussels approaches 
its climax. 

Mr Karel V&u Miert Com- 
petition Commissioner, wants 
BA and American to surrender 
353 take-off and landing slots 
a week at Heathrow -equal to 
25 round trips a day - and re- 
duce services on some transat- 
lantic routes as tbe price for 
approving the deaL 

But Don Carty, president of 
American, said on a visit to 
London that it was only pre- 
pared to surrender about half 
that number, describing the 
Office- of Fair Trading’s rec- 
ommendation that 168 slots be 


given up as acceptable. He 
also reiterated American's in- 
sistence that it would not give 
the slots away for free, point- 
ing out that it had paid TWA 
$45 Qm when it took over its ser- 
vices into Heathrow in the late 
198QS. 

Mr Carty also indicated that 
American expected the support 
of the US government in fight- 
ing its comer, saying that some 
of Mr Van Mien's proposals 
were totally inconsistent with 
US competition policy. 

The US Under Secretary of 
State, Stuart Eizenstat, has 
said be would be concerned if 


tbe conditions imposed by 
Brussels were such that it 
stopped the alliance going 
ahead and prevented open 
skies across the Atlantic. 

“In terms of giving away 
slots we have reached the lim- 
it," said Mr Carty, adding that 
the price Brussels was asking 
was not one that it would pay. 

However, he said the two 
airlines -would not as earlier 
suggested, walk away from the 
alliance if they were still wait- 
ing for regulatory clearance in 
November when they attend 
the bi-annual slot conference in 
Melbourne. 



Deal Of The Year! 


The Ultimate 200M-2 Specification 





» M* imo Sound Face X6 
m l^aMULMOaMpeOOU 
US' MdN OB +WT - Ot M am) 

• ATMAttMMIhTdnMbtp 

• letattBnkRluWSanM 
ST and wr oBw pagan* petoaiM 

• fflW TIB Veto MoSra 


SB M & CD. HE HbOKl 1 401) 

tBBtftfM.PSSna 

notwbMRl ■*! * anM t 

m aoo eooWM HS. to. 


<R> ’2m 

Bior5i 


936 


+VAT 


Our cwem MOM PC with fcwt* Pentium 200MH* processor wfth MMX' tedmoba. has 
proved to bea best seflerwih its 32Mb JMM. 316 vote modem and now laser 43Gb tod 
dsfc. Alai a new kwer price o( lust £936 +VAT1 But the new advanced 200M-2sy8an 
provides wen more power and is biba Caster than our «Mb 233# and our 233-2 Pentium II 
systems. TNs Is due id the amaring IBM MX processor with MMX ledmuJogr 64Mb RAM and 
che bcestATX specifications, ft Modes a faster 4.3Gb hard efisk. 24 MAX CD. faster SIS 
advanced graphics and 512k buret cache Ai a price of just £W + VAT, h surely \& the best 
advanced PC deal in 199? yet! Older eaitr and also receive a FREE 5t* voice modem with 
20QM-2 system or a tee 33A voice modem with 300M system, (butted ofieri 


200M-2 


• coow(iBMU6neoowiPiMs*Mv 
MbUIX-iBcfnofaw 

• MBSDORMI 

• taobaoEiwdii* 

• MKAXCD-nounrtM 

• aDWaMMSaed 

• M*RA«snaa«(hsHciisng4MD 
efqaan RAM. MPEG wviUlow* 
*«! 3D support 

• SUkRMM bus arts 

• Sih b Sort fan* 32S* n S*» 

• 1^(VUN02HpMWBn 
J19* W +VAT — EB148 ltd XT 
Q19+VAT -OB 33 «saj 

• nXiKhnwritabniiSiAnPCW 
™*artx*d sd * USB tab 

• Mtww bumfs kcWngSBartSUW 
grwnwwceerpBy nir aa aU sd 

• HSB sea lexVofca ikxtan 

• UanMUmiMeWB 
— ii— sfcco.iesiibBwa.MSfc 
tmi«B,iwi— a 
■MhnfaMd SB * AnM pern Md jeer 
anOcaaSMMKL »«***> rttouer 
pNe. i—r dvk. U «spttt W 12 
m—i ii ii ( ,—ani iB3wSy— 

f— Mrirewa .irewna 
rr«M»oi 


FREE Modem 


1099 


.80 


Inc VAT 



999 

I 

c i 

173 

.83 

be. VAT 


■tHtao^oe •m.bbbkiw)— 

— «r ■»»«»— — 

»ct auvouaai 


HS is 1 Q aB wn cuu .i Tffm i jL ii mm r — 

oa msu ♦ re» ■ «■ i»ti si 


35 Time Showrooms 



Ross— MbtastmHam m 
WVKW mtaMWiewWNUi 

SS S HH WH1 <11 
— UVMl MV — ■ — - Qas . 09 

Wialnol toalMM 

1 H M4U|BVNSUk tat 



Telephone Time Now l 


su, rsr s=r 


i 01282 777 111 HTIFT1E 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


Offer Must End 20* September 


iMaivvinn 









7T 















. • ; • • s . ,.?-• -a«. Spif 

A .-■•■•iSii-Hssi* 



-i" --V *.*• 


THE INDEPENDENT 

WEDNESDAY 

17 SEPTEMBER l* >< *7 


26/BUSINESS 


Airbus wins another £i .5bn 
American order 

Airbus Industrie, ihc European aircraft manufacturer. notched 
up another success in the US yesterday after America West Air- 
lines placed a $1.5bn order for 34 short-haul jets from the A32Q 
range. The carrier, which recently came out of bankruptcy pro- 
tection. also has options to buy a further 12 A320s. The order 
follows a $4hn deal won earlier this month by Airbus from the 
California-based International Lease Finance Company. 

US economy still on track 

The news on the US economy was better than ever yesterday, 
with figures showing an even better combination of strong growth 
and low inflation in August. Industrial production jumped by 0.7 
per cent, pjrtiy thanks to ear production bouncing back after the 
previous month's strike at General Motors. Separate figures con- 
finned that the strung growth is not yet showing signs of triggering 
inflation. Consumer prices rose 02 per cent in August, with the 
core measure up by only 0.1 per ccnL So far this year the annu- 
al inflation rate has been only 1.6 percent. Analysts do not think 
the Federal Reserve will raise interest rales in the near future. 

£6.5m debt aid for Uganda 

Clare Short, Secretary of State for International Development, 
•slid Britain would provide over £6.5 m to help reduee the debt 
owed by Uganda to the African Development Bank. The move 
forms part of the debt reduction initiative agreed by the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank last year. 
Uganda will he the first country to benefit under the initiative, 
starling in April IWH. The new UK contribution, together with 
extra money from Norway and the Netherlands, will cover the 
debt relief due to Uganda from the African Development Bank, 
which could not finance its share from its own resources. , 

In a separate speech yesterday, Gordon Brown, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, urged that new impetus be given to debt re- 
bel lor the poorest countries. Speaking in Mauritius, he said every 
heavily indebted poor country should be launched on the 
process of debt relief by the year 2000. 

Rexam may hand out £1 .5bn 

Rexam, the packaging and coated papers group, is considering 
a I'IJ’hn cash distribution to shareholders if it cannot find the 
right acquisitions by next March. Shares in the company rose 55 per 
cent as the group announced it hoped to boost top-line growth 
hy £5lMm over the next three years. The company, which reported 
underlying profits up 11 per cent to £92m in the six months to 
June, said the strong pound would cost it £14m this year. 

Perkins to build Indian plant 

Perkins, the engine division of the Anglo-American automotive 
group LucasVarity, is to build an engine plant in India in part- 
nership with a local company. The facility, to be located in the 
Madras region, will produce 60.000 engines a year for the Indian 
commercial and agricultural vehicle market. Perkins has a sim- 
ilar joint venture in China which will produce 55,000 engines. 


COMPANY 

RESULTS 




Tlinwwt 

Pr«-tu£ 

EPS 

Dhrkhmd 

UMItaaiVKhanp) 

"08m 1159ml 

6 !2m <4 70an) 

S03p(2B8p) 

3 OOp (16Z5p) 

Mam Grwp (F) 

1?2m|150ni 

14 8m (14.1m) 

2S3p(243p) 

• 50 H 

MtaWd 

1304m) 

11 6m (5 1m] 

8 7p (20pJ 

390005511) 

MnUftfl) 

382m (478ml 

222m (19.4n(] 

4 5dt4.1X|H 

0850(0770) 

Maa> 

448(49501] 

32 irn (11501) 

1260 H.8P) 

45P(45P) 

Ohmic ft Gmnl |F] 

842m (74 1ml 

12.7m (11 4ra] 

12&30(11S3p)47S0 | 

DorUai KMmJiy (FI 

H®n (1’4m) 

19m (129ro) 

6 Op (imp) 

450 

Ena 01 

I01mili4m] 

5 4m (123m) 

1 3p (5 Ipl 

•075p<1.Sp) 

MM* IF] 

■ Itui (966m) 

143m |132ni| 

349p(223rt 

9SPIB10) 

Ma Karim IQ 

Km ifflim 

•31 5m [5 3m) 

-W3P126B 

ISP (flfl 

Item IQ 

t04W!1JOan 

1920m (tEUlm) 

1210(1110] 

6.1P (61P) 

U Jaaminaca (1) 

i-» 

13Gffl(42 2m] 

26B (11-00) 

075pp 125p) 

Kjto MMnwd) 

tC6m iM6m1 

362m (25 5m] 

2^(440) 

1250 (100) 

tan 01 

7.1a* (6 Hmi 

348m (3C6m) 

1110(1050) 

3550(32501 

Wtatanm 

45 5m (46 Out 

63mi4.93m) 

1&40 (120001 520(4501 

ffVr«W ffl-Wfttm 

t -Plata pratt triMBranona 

* - DMMd to ba mad n a m 
» 


EDUCATION-!- 

Every Thursday 

For a fresh approach to 
education, vibrant editorial 
and pages of vacancies, 
look no further than 

EDUCATION + 


* 

Education-!- 


Cinderella 
far ever? 



For more information call 
The Education Team 
on 0171 293 2646 

¥ 

THE INDEPENDENT 

www.lndeperKfent.co.uk 


Eastern Group seeks 
partial switch to gas 


Eastern Group, the UK’s fourth 
largest electricity generator, has 
applied to the government to 
convert two of its coal-fired 
power stations to bum gas. The 
announcement came as RJB 
Mining, which took over most 
British Coal pits at privatisation, 
stepped up its attack on the hift 
from coal to gas. Chris Godsmark, 
business correspondent, reports. 


Eastern submitted the application to the 
Department of Trade and Industry earlier 
this week, which would allow the two L.000 
megawatt power stations, Rugeley in 
Staffordshire and Drakelowin Derbyshire, 
la burn gas as well as coat The move would 
cost £40m, much of which would go on 
laying four miles of underground gas 
pipelines. 

Rugeley and Drakelow were two of the 
five large coal generating stations taken 
over from National Power and PowerGen 
last year. Together they bum 25 million 
tons of coal, which until next April is sup- 
plied by the two privatised generators. 

Bill Whlsoo, managing director of East- 
ern Generation, said it was too early to pre- 
dict bow much coal would be displaced. 
“I haven't the faintest idea. Wetto expea 
to bum some gas but the proportions are 
loo difficult to estimate," he said. 

Eastern, headed by John Devaney. 
chief executive, denied that the applica- 
tion was a bargaining tool to put pressure 
on coal producers like RJB, when long- 
term coal contracts expire in the spring. 
Mr 'ftfctson said the shift to gas was the only 
way Eastern could meet environmental 
targets for sulphur emissions in 2005. 



John Dewaney: Whitts £40 m conver- 
sion of two coal-fired stations 


The news coincided with RJB's re- 
sponse to new price control proposals for 
the power industry from Offer, the industry 
watchdog. The company claimed con- 
sumers would pay an extra £ 170m next year 
because gas generation cost more than coaL 

Colin Godfrey. RJB's market devel- 
opment director, said Eastern's derision 
was another sign of the “uphill struggle" 
faced by the coal industry. The DTI is cur- 
rently considering more than 20 applica- 
tions to build gas-fired capacity and has 
approved three since the election. 

Mr tft&tson insisted it was sometimes 
advantageous to bum gas. “There are times 
of the year when we have a surplus of gas. 
This is also about hedging our ride in the 
energy trading arena.” 


Rescue for Laura Ad boom boosts 

Ashley factory Abbot Mead 


William Baird, the textiles group, will today 
sign a contract to take over one of Laura 
Ashley's two clothing factories in Wales 
winch have been threatened with closure. 
The move will save 100 jobs. Baird plans 
to use the factory to manufacture men’s 
casual trousers for Marks & Spenfcer and 
expects the extra capacity to add £5m to 
the group's £60m UK sales with M&S. 

Baird is taking over the lease and lia- 
bilities of the factory, which is in north 
Wiles. and will invest £100,000 in new ma- 
chines. David Suddens, the new-broom 
chief executive, hopes to have the factory 
up and running by October. Speaking as 
the group announced half-year profits to 
June up a third, Mr Suddens said Baird 
planned to track M&S expansion outside 
the UK, by opening factories in Morocco, 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia. He said Baird 
should double its profits made overseas 
from 20 per cent currently by 2000. 

Sameena Ahmad 


Abbott Mead Vickers, the advertising 
agency group, yesterday became the latest 
company to benefit from the advertising 
boom as it reported first half profits be- 
fore tax up 30 per cent to £6. lm.. ■' ^ . 

Jeremy Hicks, group finance direefor, 
said advertisers were on average s|iending 
8 per cent more than the previous year. Tfee 
company's performance had also been 
helped by the £I00m of new business the 
group has won so far this year. Abbott 
Mead has recently won new accounts 
from BT Volvo and Air Lingus. 

Responding to speculation by Gty an- 
alysts that Omnicom, the advertising net- 
work which owns 265 per cent of Abbott 
Mead, would try and buy out tbe rest, Mr 
Hicks said: “If Omnicom were to come 
along and offer enough, we’d be quite 
happy to lalk to them. But the arrangement 
worts well at the moment." Abbott Mead 
shares dosed up ISp al 366p. 

Cathy Newman 


Just what is Nigel Wray up to? 
The property guru who made 
his fortune out of the Fleet 
Street Letter, and chairs both 
Burfoid Holdings and Itoca- 
dcro, has made almost £4m 
from tbe sale of most of his 
shares in financial group Singer 
& Friodfaoder ami in Gr&nt- 
chcstcr, the warehouse devel- 
oper. His stake in Nottingham 
Forest is going to worth £7m* 
£8m when the footie dub floats 
next month, but those deals sug- 
gest he is raising a sizeable 
amount of cash for yet another 
venture. 

It’s hard to believe that the 
well-groomed entrepreneur 
had the time to pose for a 
double-page spread in the cor- 
rent issue of Tcaitr, where he vies 
for space with the likes of 
Christie Brinkley and a feature 
entitled “Is your sofa letting you 
down?" Wray is pictured look- 
ing spectacularly glum in a 
nighy shirt (he owns Saracens 
too) but we do get a little insight 
into the his lifestyle. 

Yes, there is the large man- 
sion in Totteridge in north Lon- 
don complete with swimming 
pool and Porsche and Land 
Rover in the drive. But, we are 
told, Wray is “modest man". 
Following the birth of his son 
Joseph, the magazine says, 
Wray would turn up for meet- 
ings with sick on his suit and 
marks where he bad been 
licked by ooe of the family's 
aJsatwos. 

Job FbBob, one time political 
adviser to Labour's bruiser-in- 
chief John Prescott, is contin- 
uing his journey through the 
business establishment. He is 
fearing his pari*® atfttf*xGen 
u the esd of October to be- 
come Majnrie Scwtfinos right- 
hand man and PR guru at 
Pearson, pubfeber among other 
things of the Pink *Un. 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



Most people cany papers or the 
odd bit of cash in their brief- 
cases. Not Ronnie Frost, the 
cuddly chairman of logistics 
group Hays. Mr Frost carries a 
shiny, new artificial hip in his. 
Not that it wffl he there for long. 
Mr Frost, who underwent a 
double hip replacement oper- 
ation in February, apparently 
plans to fit the three-inch met- 
al joint to the front of his 
Range Rover car. 

Strange behaviour? Well Mr 
Frost, who is keen on a spot of 
grouse and pheasant shooting, 
is eager to convince his buck- 
shot buddies that he is now 
fighting fit and can scramble 
over ditches and under hedges 
with the best of them. “I used 
to be a lot of trouble, holding 
everyone back. When they see 
this on my car, theyT know I'm 
back on my feet," he chuckles. 

In true Hays style. Mr Frost 
who originally only wanted his 
right hip joint re pl a c ed, agreed 
to a double operation when his 
surgeon said fitting two would 
be cheaper than one. “I 
couldn’t turn that kind of deal 
dawn," he says. Apparently, the 
third hip jo mt got thrown in for 
free. "It came in the post die 
next day," says Mr Frost 

More revolving doors in the 
City's equity departments with 


BZW’s top-ranked telecoms 
research team deriding three 
weeks of schlepping out to the 
bank's sumptuous new home at 
Canary Wharf was more than 
enough commuting thank you 
very much. 

Jonathan Lewis. 29. and 
Jane Bktmead. 24, have been 
snapped up by Drcsdner Klein - 
wort Benson to join its now 
nine-strong global telecoms 
team. No noses out of joint, 
soothes new head research 
honcho Jamie Stevenson - 
James Dodd remains global 
guru advising on primary offers 
like the France Telecom sell-off, 
leaving the UK secondaiy mar- 
ket to the new recruits. 

Colin Parsons. Taylor Wood- 
row's jovial chairman, is prob- 
ably reluctant to dabble in arts 
sponsorship again, after the 
construction group’s experi- 
ence with its famous logo of 
four naked men heaving on a 
rope. 

One of the more enduring 
industrial symbols, the four 
men were dreamed up in 1956 
by a humble storeman at Tay- 
lor Woodrow’s then plant com- 
. pany, who received £15 foe his 
pains after winning a design 
competition. But it was the 
monolithic granite sculpture 
of the four by the British artist 
David Wynne outside the Tay- 
lor Vfoodrow Construction HQ 
in Southall, west London, which 
caused more than a few red 
faces a few years ago. 

During a rag week, some 
local students decided to re- 
decorate certain small but per- 
fectly formed parts of the 
anatomically correct sculpture 
with scarlet painL This bad an 
rieririfying effect on the female 
members of staff and Mr Par- 
sons had to hastily round up a 
‘Task force" of cleaners to re- 
store some decorum. 
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Tesco powers on 
to new heights 

The Lord MacLaurin era may be over at 
Tfesco, but Britain’s number one grocery re- 
tailer powers on regardless. Half-year prof- 
its of £350m were in line with expectations 

and when all the analyst community can find 

fopidb fades misadisapp db t hg perib B B gTO 
in Erance, the company must be doing some- 
thing right. 

Like-for-like sales growth of 6 per cent in 
the half-year and in ament trading sets the 
benchmark for tbe rest to follow. The rise In 
Tfesco’s UK market share from 14.2 to 15 per 
cent probably comes more at the expense of- 
groupa Uke Ac Co-Op and the independents 
than the other three superstore groups, but 
ft is impressive nevertheless. 

The 9 per cent profits advance was 
achieved despite tower European profits and 
a £2m loss on the start-up of its financial ser- 
vices division. In financial services, Tesco is 
pushing ahead with a savings account like 
Samsbury's-and mortgages could be on the 
way. It is akb targeting non-food ranges in 
store and fa keen to sell more newspapers, 
chfidreuswear, health and beauty products. 
If the manufacturers can be encouraged to 
supply them, thegronp will also soon be sell- 
ing perfume, branded sportswear and tele- 
visions at lower prices. 

With the UK business firmly under con- 
tid, Tfcsco is looking farther afield. The £600m 
Quinnsworth acquisition in Ireland is being 
bedded in and organic expansion in central 
Europe, where sales are powering ahead. wDl 
continue. The Cattcao chain in France has 
been (fisaDDoratine. TfescoWeld like to in- 


acceptable 43 percent jump in pre-fax prof- 
its to £36-2m for the six months to June. 

But to take it on from here. Mr Castle 
must get to grips with construction, which 
turned a £1 2m loss into a meagre £lm prof- 
it on sales of £307m in the half-year. That 
remains an unacceptable return for a busi- 

. ness which has averaged less than 1 per cent 
on sales since 1985. 

Mr Castle talks of the business taking on 
less general contracting and more compli- 
cated work, such as projects under the Gov- 
ernment’s Private Finance Initiative. But be 
fa in effect ruling put an exit from contract- 
ing in the short term. 

So bousing will continue to lead tbe group 
for now, reporting a 71 per cent leap in prof- 
its to£16.4zn in the latest numbers. The fig- 
ures were inflated by a one-off £4m profit 
uplift from upmarket housing schemes at 
London’s Kensington Green and in Toronto. 
With the underlying housing trend strong and 
property also on the up, full-year profits of 
iSOmare in sight putting the shares, upl-5p 
at !86p, on a forward p/e of 13. Attractive. 


The three facets 
of Hays 

Ronnie Frost chairman of Hays, has a point 
when be complains about investors’ inordinate 
interest in the distribution side of tbe group. 
Though distribution - hauling M&S clothes 
or sulphuric arid around Europe by lorry - 
dearly remans important, given Hays tried 
to merge with Christian Salvesen last year. 



crease its share in France with a deal, but it 
is finding the prices attached to the larger 
chains too rich. 

On NatWest’s full-year profits forecast of 
£8 19m. the shares, up 55p to 4415p, trade 
on a forward rating of 17. 

That is a slight premium to the market but 
justified given the track record. Still worth 
picking up. ... 

Walking a tightrope 
at Taylor Woodrow 


John Castle, the new chief executive of the 
Taylor Woodrow, has a tricky tightrope to walk. 
On the one hand, he is attempting to imprint 
his mark on the group by giving a prod to an 
existing review of the still limping construc- 
tion operation. On the other, he fa constrai n ed 
from taiting the rort of radical action the City 
might like to ree by tbe continmng presence 
on the board of Colin ParsorE, thc executive 
chairman, who is probably some two years 
away from retirement. 

Let there be no mistake, Mr Parsons has 
been the saviour of Taytar Wbodrow, Turning 
it into one of the quality companies bribe sec- 
tor in the Space of five years. Just fij prove 
the point, ti group yesterday reported a very 


logistics fa less than two-fifths of total profits. 
Tbe other two divisions - the commerrial busi- 
ness, involving mail and document transfer, 
and recruitment - warrant equal attention. 

Hays is growing all three kgs impressively. 
While falling margins on food distribution 
contracts are crippling the likes of Salvesen, 
Hays' future looks assured, helped by its 
small-company management style and good 
acquisition record. Though recession in the 
key German market left logistics profits in 
the year to June down, the UK and France 
are going great guns. International cus- 
tomers like M&S and Nestle want pan-Eu- 
ropean distributors, and Mr Frost rightly plans 
to keep building its German business. Hays 
is also planning to go into northern Italy with 
a French food retailing customer - probably' 
Carrefour - and later into Spain. 

In the UK, new contracts with BP and 
Shell mean Hays has sewn up most of tbe 
market supplying petrol forecourts with 
things like fresh food. However. Mr Frost’s 
most urgent desire is growing the commercial 
ride, with the chances of a £1 00m acquisition 
coming before Christmas. 

With gearing at just 26 per cent and inter- 
est cover at 19 times, the group ha<t tbe fire-, 
power to keep bmkfing. NatWesl Securities 
forecasts £185m profits next year. The 
shares, down lip to 641 5p, are ou a forward 
multiple of 21 times. Still a good beL 


buHtagasewlim 


r. 

i 

i 

I Ltf* 

| 

I 


HALF PRICE TICKET VOUCHER £3.75 


& 


Build 


$ 





September 18th~2 1st 1997 

ALEXANDRA PALACE, WOOD GREEN, LONDON N22 

24 HOUR HALF PR.CE TICKET HOTLINE 0171 S65 8042 

ADULTS 






pi \\ • 

h* 1 


rfi i 



! OfTH* 


rr.-a.* 


r <•*»•« 

«***•’ 1 • 

r- ■ ■ ; 


m 


- . 
MW." V. 

mgtahtalRcff 

,,,v 

a*!*** 

KiitV 1,1 
«!»■ , 

a 

Sf"-'- * J 
r e< - «-*<- - • 

‘ • • 

•r :-»•! 
as 

u:Oi* 

3E-. • 

u’rv 

isi= 

KVs >■ 

' • 

Site-- in- 
3-V> 

Krtw. 

tlU-TV 

V’.ljA. 

AC <|Va 

^VCwractufl 

li ut-u 

£•*+ Y . , 

ris 


t!*. 


‘•ill* 












* 3 ^ t jyo 


27/SHARES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
WEDNESDAY 
17 SEPTEMBER 1997 


NatWest keeps investors guessing as BAe leads blue chips higher 


A^RKff Ri PO RT 



DEREK. PAIN 
STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Blue chips enjoyed their best 
Session for more rhan two 
months with Footsie surging 
73.5 points to 4 , 976 . 4 . British 
Aerospace led the climb al- 
though it was the performance 
of National Westminster Bank 
which intrigued. 

For the fifth day running 
NatWest was in buoyant form. 
The shares have risen with the 
stock market in the past two 
days but, perhaps more sig- 
nificantly, they moved ahead 
last week, blissfully ignoring a 
decidedly jittery atmosphere. 

Yesterday they rose 24 _ 5 p 
to 875 . 5 p with a deepening 
suspicion there could after all 
be truth in the story, dismissed 
when it first surfaced, of a deal 
with the German Com- 
merzbank. 

The theory is that the Ger- 
mans want to buy NatWest’s 
wounded securities arm. Such, 
a sale would cut away one of 


the bank's problems and 
would be good for the shares. 

Another yarn is that 
NaTOfest is on the bid trail, pre- 
sumably taking the view it is 
better to grow from weakness 
than consolidate. 

Commercial Union, the in- 
surance group riding ai a 762 p 
peak with a 10 i 5 p gain, was the 
chosen victim. - 

BAe, up 82 p to a 1,65 l- 5 p 
peak, was propelled by a de- 
termined MeriH Lynch push 
and a 46 -aircraft order for its 
Airbus Industrie associate. 

The Footsie display, helped 
fay US buying and a strong 
New York opening, also drew 
impetus from positioning 
ahead of Friday’s Footsie ex- 

P*y- 

The power generators, 
bright recently, missed the 
fun. They were raffled by in- 
dications that their industry 
regulator. Professor Stephen 


Uttlecfaild, intends to bear 
down on prices as well as cau- 
tious investment meetings. 
National Power declined 135 p 
to 777 p and PowerGtn 7 p to 
572 ^p. 

T&om, the rental group, 
had another dismal session 
with the adverse US court 
ruling lowering the shares a 
further 14 p to a 137 Jp low. 
BTG, after its run on the back 
of the hype over its new gear- 
box, fell 47 . 5 p to 707 . 5 p. 

Lonrho, the demerger 
which failed to materialise, fell 
to its lowest for three years, off 
6 p to 105 p. 

The growing involvement 
with South Africa’s JC 3 is 
causing unease. Lonrho is 
planning through a quoted 
Sooth African off-shoot to 
buy collieries from JCI for 
£ 229 m. 

JCI, which at one time 
wanted to merge with Lonrho, 


is likely to use the cash to buy 
Anglo American's 26.7 per 
cent interest in Tiny Row- 
land's former vehicle. 
National Grid continued to 

progress on hopes its Energis 
off-shoot will be floated and 
the telecommunication 
group's cost-cutting link with 
Canada’s Northern Telecom. 

BOC, the chemical group, 
put on 17 p to l, 077 . 5 p with 

Share spotlight 

steraprte pence 
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Nikko advocating a l, 440 p 
target. It expects year’s prof- 
its to emerge at £621 j 5 m 
against £ 550 . 5 m. 

Royal Bank of Scotland 
hardened 4 - 5 p to 619 p: it sold 
its 2 per cent slake in Spanish 
bank Banco Espanol de Cred- 
ho, making a £ 30 m profit in 
the process. 

Newcastle Utd fell 3 - 5 p to 
120 p cm Sir John HaO's sur- 
prise departure; the shares 
were floated at 135 p in ApriL 

Polypipe, the building ma- 
terials group, rose 5 p to 
216 . 5 p. A clutch of invest- 
ment houses said buy, indud- 
ing SBC Wfarburg. 

Delyn, the property group, 
held at 97 - 5 p as Coropco lifted 
its stake ro 233 per cenL It has 
said it would bid if invited to 
do so. Delyn is resisting an of- 
fer from the Newport property 
group. 

Black Arrow, the office 


furniture group that last year 
enjoyed a sharp profit ad- 
vance to £ 3 Jim, gained 5 p to 
an 885 p peak-The company is 
looked upon as a likely take- 
over target 

Almnasc, the engineering 
group known for its beer bar- 
rels, put on 22 . 5 p to 255 p fol- 
lowing a ninth consecutive 
profits advance; it produced 
£ 14 . 8 m against £ 14 . Im. BZW 
expects £ 16 . 4 m this year. 

Prondfoot, the manage- 
ment consultant, put on 2 p to 
27 p. Four years ago the shares 
topped 120 p. The company 
suffered a £ 33 2 m deficit last 
year, largely due to a book loss 
on the sale of its US nuDstone, 
Philip Crosby Associates. In- 
terim figures are due later this 
month. 

There are signs it should 
produce a reasonable half- 
time result indicating, per- 
haps, £ 6 m for the year. 


TA KING STOCK 

The battle between the Stock 
Exchange and Ti-adepomt Fi- 
nancial, the stock market in 
miniature, is getting more in- 
tense. Next month Hrade- 
point’s order driven system 
will have to contend with a 

powerful Stock Exchange 
challenge when it switches to 
order-driven trading, as op- 
posed to qnote-driven, for the 
100 Footsie shares. 

Last week the Stock Ex- 
change slashed its charges to 
undercut TradepoinL But in a 
deal with inter-dealer bro- 
kers, which have nearly 10 
per cent of its capital, Unde- 
point has countered and is, in 
effect, now offering a free ser- 
vice. Yesterday Tradepofnt 
shares edged, forward lp to 
12425 , highest for nearly a 
year, as It reported its third- 
best session with share deals 
topping £ 16 m. 

In August, ahead of an 
£lL 4 m rescue package the 
shares were 65 p. 
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Lrffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SaUasMt Price 487B40 

S«fM jEteaLM tfHBW <Sfl-Eg- C^B Put ( 5 T 'ft* 

4800 260 63 126 308 33 3G5B7 «S94 

4850 2H 64 1 21 26741 32880 319 W 

9000 *2 56 3 W 230 S* 282 84 337119 

9090 IS 47 617 193 89 256109 303137 


I'a^Wi Ju»w« • ■ 

•jsr.rag rar«,.. . 

«f. 3 CS*aK-. - 

scran Urjv. ...--• 
moArunDa *• 
Niiatrvl.ii »."i *•■ ■ > 
TCIUlllKX.VM*- IT 

'infMULx .1 a t .■•• ■ 
•l 7 »^aw! ircj f y . ■ 
•tSnve? . 

BanittMU 
inSWMIi .. 

.VKenrri, »_, y • 


: • u.ra P 
1 uJriO*lu*'aji< .• 


Commodity Indices 

Bbss data Last 

Index 1970—100 ■ Sen 

Agriaduel . W 70=«0 23794 

Enemy « 03 -V 0 7283 

hdlMBb 1977- 100 T7E37 

Livestock H 70 -W 137 B 2 

Prec Meals S 73 -V 0 <HS 4 


Gakkmn Sachs saopra 

Chg %dig 31 Dec %chgYTD 
112 057 21526 -MO 

QM 006 23123 290 

084 117 8596 -T5X 

OOO 000 166.79 465 

■091 -048 eiU 3 -179 

■407 -037 4635 * -1051 


HYPERION 

Z®J 5 f 2 . 3 SGues 5 Slm.«„v,i 

S!ii 0po " ,n9U '-'- ,j 


^'jpnmimnq 

• * 

juats?* 0 * it.: _• 
■■ 

, ’ 4 ' 


oa ns ooo turn tw mo va saw act «77 bso onahwas a— 

tk* *75 042 22MB H» «75 385 2831 Mm ma 0X7 WW1 

D* W3 M 3646 OK 0075 300 25W Dr 82 no n. m ,0450 

JWt «95 042 lbs 0* cm* 9300 



SBdaSto £*" P4 "' • • 

; . .. 

82 BSS- ' 


2tS5^^ D -SS6" R Sff 


PMnxn 43U0 -300 30a0 Phtrun 2BW 589 «80 Krafllnd* 3B86 -6700 

Rtfadkn BUD -150 7000 ftfcdum 12020 -OX) 4190 Son 73H 

aw -471-007 -033 Shot 295 -001 -030 NOdCS *005 - 

Gokt 32100 -130 -MU MfftLnf 3348 -0005 


Agricultural 


1PE CAddo* LBT SAcrm IBl Eton* IKE tSkxvw 

Decar moo Hww -eosoo novw oaso Nmsr 0200 

MsOB KMflO JM88 «OT0 JknSS 8825 M*90 B8» 

MWyM 19 UD M *98 BflOO Mw 9 B 6700 Aprflfl 10609 

vofc 3 * 5 T Vat am Vot 210 ¥± 131 

Wtdts Sugar* FrafeM Wmt Corn*. 

UFFE Mxm LFFE nttlp LFft som GBOT CwnAsM 

0097 9BOO 0(397 OD7DO Sau97 BITS DKS7 28479 

Decs? 3030 Mmar -M8000 JanW BODS MkSB 27390. 

Uk» 32070 Jn» IWQffl te9B 8275 14*y98 278SD 

Utah 8335 M IS M 206 Vot BWS 


AX «ESt»o 

xpas ano 

Jun9B 3L5 

m 75 i 

Soys Bans* 

caw sakixm 

No or tux 

MM 6X&S0 
ifsse 65800 
Vet 188300 
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Canon Can 
on target 

a> yesterday's forfeit 

\bc Cesarewuch Handicap, to 

be ran over two mij es and two 

furiongs at Newmarket on Sat- 
urday, 18 October. 

Despite a 41b penalty for his 
Doncaster success, raising his 
weight to 10 b, Henry CecD’s 
i four-year-old, third in Iasi year's 
event, is the 12-1 co-favourite 
with the Tote. 

Also on 12-1 are John Gos- 
den s progressive gelding Me- 
dia Star, runner-up in the Ebor 
Handicap, and Sausaliio Bay, 
Ian Balding’s improving threes 
year-old. Inchcailloch, last 
year’s winner Shaft Of Light, 
Top'Cees and Mawared haveac- 
cepted but Old Red, the 1995 
Cesarewirch winner, is ouL 



Punters on the information superhighway 




CeciU Trains tiie favourite 

Cearawitch betting 
Horae C H 

T 

Canon Can 

8-1 

10-1 

12-1 

Medta Star 

10-1 

10-1 

12-1 

Seueaffio Bay 12-1 

to-i 

12-1 

ri» — 

Mflwgniu 

12-1 

12-1 

14-1 

Stott Maw. 

ta-i 

• 14-1 

_ 

MuakteltawhamlB-l 

14-1 

16-1 

Shaft OfUnhC IM 

16-1 



ThrasCheeni 

W-1 

16-1 

16-1 

Thn Com 

16-1 

12-1 

W-1 

Vrieaelora 

W-1 

18-1 

12-1 

InchcaBoeh 

_3 

-JM- 



C - Corat H - Wtoam Ml T- ton 


Conventional wisdom 
insists there is no such 
thing as a winning 
system for the horses, 
but two men and their 
vast racing database 
disagree. Greg Wood 
reports on how 
computers can analyse 
the unpredictable. 


A year or two ago, a race- 
course bookmaker decided to 
enter the digital age. Instead of 
the traditional, cotourfiii betting 
tickets which tell you who you 
are betting with but nothing 
else, he produced computerised 
tickets, rather like those from 
a pay-and- display machine, 
which told punters which horse 


they had backed, bow much they 
had staked and at wfaat odds. 
This, he predicted, was the fu- 
ture of on-course betting. 

In fact, as the briefest study 
of the post-racing debris inlht- 
teisaDswill tell you, the old-fash- 
ioned tickets are still going 
strong, which is a fair reflection 
of the impact that computers 
have so fer made on the day-to- 
day business of betting. Racing 
and punting, ii seems, arc wild, 
unpredictable and exciting. 
Computers are not. And yet 
anyone whose betting rises be- 
yond the level of hopeful pin- 
stidting will spend time studying 
form, or in other words, per- 
forming dozens of very intricate 
and time-consuming calcula- 
tions — wtrichis something com- 
puters are very good at indeed 

Hie Internet is now, admit- 


tedly, a valuable source of rac- 
ing information - there is a 
wealth of news and racecards 
provided by The Sporting Life 
and Press Association at 
www .sporting-life -co m. Form- 
books are available on CD- 
ROM, and a dick of a mouse 
to scroll bade through a home’s 
record is far more convenient 
than leafing through page after 
page of paper. 

In terms of basic number- 
crunching, however, the capa- 
bilities of the average home PC 
are underused Thanks to the 
diligence of the two men who 
run a company called Raceda- 
ta Modelling, though, it is now 
posable to analyse the results 
of every single Flat race to 
have been' run in Britain over 
the last 1 0 years, and assess the 
effect on the outcomes of al- 


most 100 different variables. 
And to do so in seconds. 

Tim Drakeford and Bill 
Wilkinson are the directors of 
Racedata Modelling, and their 
impressive product (priced ac- 
cordingly at £349) is called the 
Racing System Builder. What 
you get for that money is a rac- 
ing database of extraordinary 
depth, which can be easily ma- 
nipulated in any number of 
ways, lb discover, for instance, 
bow Henry Cecil's twoyear-oMs 
have fared when ridden by 
Willie Ryan at Newmarket in 
each of the last ID years would 
take hours using a form book. 
FOr the RSB, it takes moments. 

The ultimate aim of such in- 
vestigation, of course, is to 
track down that mythical beast, 
a winning system. Now, there is 
a saying that the biggest fans of 


punters with systems are their 
bookmakers. In rating, though, 
there are punters who make bet- 
ting pay and they are usually sys- 
tematic in their approach. 

“It is now possible to look at 
rating in an entirety rational 
way” Drakeford says. “It can be 
put to all sorts of uses. One of 
our customers is an on-course 
bookie, who uses it to identify 
dodgy favourites and then lay 
them heavily." 

Drakeford and WIDdnson 
had both realised the possibil- 
ities that computer modelling 
techniques ought hold for rac- 
ing before meeting m the tale 
19TO&, and have been compiling 
their data and tweaking (he sys- 
tem since 19S5. An early dis- 
covery was that backing colts 
and geldings, aged five or less, 
when carrying a penalty on the 


all- wea tber and starting a 1 26-1 
or less, would have produced a 
healthy profit to level slakes in 
every one of the eight years for 
which data is available. 

An omission from the RSB 
database at present is the 
chance to analyse the draw, but 
this will be corrected within the 
next two months. Computer 
owners, meanwhile, win find a 
copy of the RSB starter pack, 
with data from the last two sea- 
sons, available free of charge 
with several PC magazines in 
October (it normally costs 
£149), which will give anyone 
with a system the chance to find 
out if the analytical approach is 
for them. Of course, they may 
find that they prefer pin-stick- 
ing. 

Racedata Modelling Ltd, 
01432860864. 


SAN DOWN 


2- 15 Hob Justice 

2.45 RED RABBIT (nap) 
3.20 Setteen 

3- 50 Verd VMI vi d 


2.45 


MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4,550 added 2YOAI- 
tolue £3,225 


HYPERION 
425 Irttfa 
4.55 Palo Blanco 
525 Lookout (nb> 


Res 1m 14yds Penalty Value 

90 AC30UflON5(Sn(femmPLyotBl)A,tanta81l 

355 GOOD CATCH (2Jj (BF) (L*J, P R VM&W 8 71 

3 KEBL (OJ (Hantial AJ fcMxxm] W R Hoti 8 Tf 

2 RB)MB8fr(t3)£PTKk4BWsaa 

E SAH^O^flxriUt^astMPCuaaTi— 

-sdKtand- 


.Snmm2 


DnOMS 

HHb4 

-RriEddayS 
TQiinii 1 


2£^ f 5 und0 °u , “- Good to Fimu Sprint cause - Good, Good to Fhn in pfanfe 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tor 31 7T Si 1m. 

• Rent-hand com Separate stiff gt track 

• toirae a on A307, tour rotes south d Ktagswv Esher ral station (awvteo from Losv 
W'™tertoo)a^og tt ADMISSION: OLto BB, Jurfer CU> (l7-:2lyia) £H; Grand- 
Sand & Paddock CIO; Parte £4 CAR PARK: £2 in mambera, raraanferlrae. 

• S^“™J* NEBS: R Hannon 38 wins from 36 races gives: a success i ratio t* tU%, 
M Stout. 34-149 pai%l J Dudop 23-118 («S*X I MdhfflZO-Tfl («0%), 

Pw Edd8, V 83 wha from 281 rides gives a success ratio of 2ZA%. 
L Dettori 53-349 pl3%X T Quinn 27-201 (134%), J Roto 27-230 ftt.7%). 

• FAVOURITES: 221 wins Iran 636 races $4.7%). 

MJVK^DW^TlllfclcoABeK^iHt^^isttaatvtac^Z^iRoy^Rowtvisor^ 

■125); Iruta tvteored, -V25J. 

WINERS M THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Lookout £25) wyr at Kmtpun on WbftMBftty 
LONG-mSTTANCE RUNNERS: Sedeebah (2-15) has been sent 249 rriss by M Jofratcn 
Iran Mddbhsm, North Yorkshire. 


BEnau: A-mtadRAATViMit 4-1 Satara 10-1 Aeabo IfwMi M-1 Good Cdrit 
*96: Ff 2 0 Xl At Eddery 4-7 tor (H Car*) dsn 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

ta ttfeMrirrightfarward os It noma with RED RAB8IT haring already flntahedahoed 
of NMW and Sahara? 71» pan* ms softer at Salsfeary (79 a fortnight ago when %d 
Rnttri finished stten^y In second beNnd the favourite Bfae Gentian. Her heftbrather Papua 

won s hoi raoe st Newmartat (71) lest barioend so Rod Rabbit can be landed to fcnpram 

farther and to stay todays oKka fratong. htabi was second favourite end third at Sefabuy 
ow three lengflw behind Rad Rabbit, and Sahara a farther two lengths bade in fifth. Sa- 
hara, a ha&dsfar to Polar Mean, was body town that day end is bomd to do better 
here. Acebotyone and Good Catch both have some abfty- the ladar aBenriiJytal- 
kng to cope with soft around last Gma Selection: REP RABBIT 


FORU GUIDE 

DUMBER GOLF TIME is s strong fancy here back wdh Ida Xbmpion winring partner ft* 
Eddecy The trip le periect and thB NiHer course ahoiid also suit him judged on the spin 
Had raura of Ns win from Mr Speaker at Hampton The salt ground was hardy Ideal lor 
Mn at Ttaric a tortnlj^t apo yet he ran right up to his best In second to RymerV Rascal 
wBh IM Vkfl VW, Mytton’a Mistake and Dueflo behnd him. That ground should haw 
tanured Dueflo, so heb bypassed on the faster surface even with a Sti pufl for the Kemp- 
ion beating end with Rrerwio Detton boated Vtonl Vkfl VW was sorter behind Dummer 
Golt Ttme n the Bath race won by Final Stab and a ratum to e irria b whel he needs. 
The ground wee againet Myttonb MtoaLa at its* and ha meets the nap on 3to bettor 
terms. Buthto narrow win Iran Eiao Sceptic el Beverley doesn’t look good anough ID 
boot Dummer GoifTine even on fast grnuid. ARatmat 82) bettor witti Dunaner GoU Tsne 
on Bolh rawing, also wonts a mis Judged on hit toast thfrri to Samara Song at leleas- 
ter (71). The vaoredC ra t to e an Star s crambled home In a Thiralr naidan and was only 
faurth io Khafsaq (third to SaBo at Nawcsatla) at UnglWd Mtsmends. Aahby HH has 
sipped down toe weightEBnd is wrath noting when she rewns to a longer top whtoEf- 
istvea c enc w (first rai for h wMksJ.IWn Creaks, Thfts Wil and Shuranlosbo look 
Mghhr triad Sataedon: DUMMER GOLF TBE 


453000 umsiOtt ROCKET (4 (D) (JRBrisy) WIWr334 ^JbrtnDnywISB 

006000 JOWI OTJBEAUS (2B) (D) {T P l»m) l*s A Khg C B 3 ACM12 

056560 U3G£PERTLADpOB)(DonSdi JEfenBi) JEMgarGES flBris4nd(7)« 

236000 P*10BLANC0(t^(DJ (ASHad)GLMocre6fl3 CSnJjrtixri* T7 

536300 WtNQRUSH BOY *; 3) (Cynew Canvonj M R Boris/ 763 Wows Cook p) 18 

00406 DCDBI ROSES (2S) (Cii5 L an Itotog) J Lang 3 B 1 CRuBsrG 


36004 MaVBlEPOUQUETO(D)(JeBwySy«sfca^WGM1Ura3BO. 

0 COPOW*aBM(47Jtl8ShapJjASu*tf 7® NCMWS20 

0 AieiAJ*ME(»(PWiaGyiiflLMonBgjBHri3712 IMRtt 

004040 HYPESrStGYCU) (B KhxAddi^ G Lewo3 7h 

-20deriw«d- 


3.20 


10 1 el SURBITON MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES (CLASS E) £4,025 
added 2YO 5f Gyds Penalty Value £2,882 


42 CALL TO OfttlBI (1 S) pndnateno Partners Two) CRM 8 0 MEddsni7 

00050 BUE SHADOW (8) P BR LaisurB R rtsnrcnaB Dana DTMI4B 

023440 HOH JUSTICE (23) pFAfeori) I Baking B 9 TQrimIGV 

AlQaRA(RABGrnn4RHBmDn8G ..WJOCoswIG 

53020 BANDBOX (Z^ (The Bandbor Brigade) Skletor 30 JRrid2 

UAGIC POWBtS G 8 6 SDraMWS 


084 OHSOEAST(2q(EatycMRvtoBisltoND9BMBBMl86- 

0 SAQEEBAH (9) (J Dorid Abs^ M Jordon B 6 

3 MAJAUSnpJM4RGuri84 


03*202 ARAN QA(3) (J HanhcrKjone^ B PsingBI . 


FOfM AT lASTtMsBsrtwa Bsasid) WHtwn B1 - 

00 IVORY CHARM (3q peanhory)Xhory 81 

30 TUmCHiEFRAMmgjBnMrtWMjt'BI 

MERCHRHTO4GRUG pLWIsnb)DVNhins7l!_ 

SABOS JOY lCcrraftAngBtoCAfer7tt 

0 THEDRUDESS(109)(pMyRKiig)GtaHy712. 

-lidsdaied- 


— IITrUnOII 

RHhl 

.PBhsaeMdB 
— TSpiriorw 
.doatSMI » 


— NAthnsIS 
_JUh*w«1 
^dmrmn 
-■hmsDejer# 
-DRMcCabsB 


BETTBtGcM lta|sM,7-2Cal%0Rta(*-1 Arise Do. 5-1 Hoh Jwflee.6-1 Oh So Eray, 10-1 Sadra- 
brii, 12-1 Bandbox, 14-llWrii Raftsin, Btae Stedo^ JUgstaa, M-1 ctosn 
096 Gsafc Storm 2 B 3 B Doyle M (M Jchraka^ ctswn 0 H m 
FORM GUIDE 

The draw gives Hoh Justice ovmy dwnca in hb first-time vtoor- tho colt hwinglactod 
n two smen-fiiriong rac« slnoe hn good nursery fourth to Msator Ktoc at LtogMd (BQ. 
Hwo ftaly types to beat Hoh Justice are Msjril s and CALL TO OHOB6.wtoQ are both 
drum ft the middtoMaiafa is sure to improve on her dabut run at Bath M soak when 
toed to AJig Dancer and Allan Da'wfth^ TUIldi RsMn In seventh. MsjafeshoUd TmpttWo 
enough to reverse the fcxm with Aden Da (wal drawn In 14 and confirm ttwflh "Midi Rs- 
frato. who e barSy housed to rial one. If a*ch Relrsto tan up to bar bestftsnOsITb 
Order (behind WKo Miirt My at Winter) cannot beet Metals at thasn wrigte. But CM 
1b Oder has Improved since with a fine second 10 Hakeem (thW tolbepM Row cn d»- 
but] at RriuKtone (BIJ end die refcm to toe mtotoran and writfi AM Bddery raurited sug- 
gests hei toe one to beM. Bandbox and Bhie Shedow look beatable Iran # low ckew 
and. whlo Sadaebah (stol live) Is not too wel placed, he Is sure to be bettor torn Ms# 
weather debut showtoo suggests. Selection: CALL TO ORDER 


SAN DOWN FUTURITY STAKES (CLASS C) £6,900 added 
2YO 1m 14yds Penalty Value £4,170 

1 43316 PICHON BARON (USA) R (D) (A S Wd| B Ueehoi 9 7 UWtorilS 

2 31 SETTBBI (S4 (Shsfeh Ahmed Af IMriDm] KJSrvit91 LMkaf4 

3 SQ2G0 SMOOTH SAHJNG (13) (CJ^RPsntoflKlntAeta 91 nsBUsryl 

4 3141 SAFFRON IANE (32) (SLnrtnsBlljpJRhtanui Bn Dsna CTM»2 

-4dKtnd- 

BETTMft 54 Ssttoso, IM Saffron twis, 3-1 SaaMh SaOig, fM FUion Baraa. 

1996; Banun Sanrfa 2 9 1 A* Eddwy M far (J Durtop) dram (3) 3 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

FranWs Dettori knows where ha stands hare haring won on bath toe coft SETT bEN and 
the t*y SM&on Lane. Osttort again partners Ssttaen afav a daer-cut Ascot win Iran 
Celtic Pageant - that r«i comtog after a promtetog tolrd to the smart Linden Heights at 
. Newmarket, farm which has also been boosted by Deterrent (second) and Muhraai parti). 
Both of Saffron Lanefc wins haw come with Dettori - the Mast to a nursery at Newtuy 
with aan aH ng w hand over Add That Shefr on toe <4>gadA but Ssttaen can outetey 
her over this trie. Smooth Baling returned to action « York ■ fortnitfs ago eftsr being 
geldad He nuv twn needed that run in Noble Damendb mfeHwraery and the grouid 
was probifcty too lasting tor htoi S ele ct ion: SgTlfcfcN 

WEATHERBYS SPONSORSHIP IN RACING HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £54X» added Tf IBytte Penalty VUue £3^10 

O26B0 5HAMAMC(47J9UisrtAas4SHI»a59e TSprriwIO 

32002D ORANGE PLACE (tixfce Crass fbrineot^ B Uwelyn 6 9 n J HMriraco p) 11 

-00314 CAMBEAN STAR (39) (D) (WH Scot}) MSkuisBSY JRridlSV 

DM TAFFS«B1((] IDHdh Jonas) RAWuri495 T Orion 7 

59540 FAyK(l^(OrtBn*txry}ANB*CCn*B3»2 AMEtUay3 

842812 DUtaH GOLF Hg (T3)(D) parlrAmParWni) lord Hidngiton 492 BY 
nra* HTBWBCatCE (77) TO (Gr*J &etor Syntfcate H) R Hrmon 3 9 1 Jens OTtril 5 

4SU0 Dtmm(I^ (P}(8^ (HCIhomolaB»lJ[J)MaanahwlB9l LDritoti2 

-3835D ASHBYWLf?^|M»MariGl'UM)RFkMS690 — : ACMkB 


A OR 1 LADBROKE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 added 
3YO ffliles 1m 14yds Penalty Value £4^202 

V >«SHLa3tfr(USA)ga)ro(ChBiri^RBrkaud)U8lDriBB7 „LDri»t9 


-13460 GS BS DREAM (47) (QBnt&BownBnLhAdlAjaveBi- 
6X331 SUMB10SA (USA) (m (MBJMRyiferJPQiBnitoHyasiBG 
QB506 ROWLE ROSE (fR) (12) (P) PodbriSArllKII A BbI^86 — 

85000 CALypSOLADY(78) DM WgW} RKamonSS 

904*0 UTOFA US) (Handsn At Ataktoanj P Wriwyn 8 B 


0630 BI&pS (Geolfray C GneranorQ Lord HuSnQdan B 5. — 
4430 SHOSHALOZAruSA) (49) (Dr JAC1nnl«)PRVMHbt)er8 5.. 
D4200 »flJSOiniN*(t5Jfl(AIBs*l)B«s77J_ 


J Reid 5 
(5)BV 
-DaneOTWIZ 

RHBi4V 

RPertaeiB 


-TSpnkal 

Hiblan(^3 


1 
2 
S 

4 

5 

6 

7. 

a 
9 
-0 

11 

12 
* 

*■ 

* 

« 

V -IBriidwd- 

BETnN&T^DBBsnsrGalTlnie.G-l AMfeMsl.6-1 ItyttoasMbtaks.B-l'HlBlM.CaitobasnSti^ 
10 -nwaCrarta, 12-1 AattyhM, DoMo, VWVM «ri, ie-1 Fayft, O tvsscrace. IB-1 Sbaarat- 
Ic, Orange Piece. 25-1 tokapute.DepcraWM» Hoove, 33-1 BridrayPwk 
696: Rakii6 9 AM BldBy.g-4 tar(Ma L StuUa) risen ft 9 ran 


02200 «EMVUVICI(tanPJcipH)ll>«sk»Ek4Ba 

062B3 .HHNCHEBCS(ugn (four SeesonsRsdnSYSomsBBB 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 
B 
S 

-Bdrcknd- 

BETTWG: M Bee Bae Drasm, 7« Msh UghC4-1 SnnstiA M IrtHe, Hotcsm, B-l StnMna, 
10-1 Cs^pn LadK 12-1 Bba. 10-1 RoyNeRMt 
606: ftiihaf (US4J3 9 5 J RNd 7-4 lav (S tto aiDcr) riawn (9 9 nn 
FORM GUIDE 

IIUSCATANArnjsthMa1lnerisincegBtiingweiGlXlramlhenialw!to5bci8lnierRichafd 
Muflen booked. She looksd an Imprared sort when beottog a big field at Cnherk* on her 
raappeorpnee (only a pound higher rating today} and her comeback run a formal ago 
after a two-month rest w* hove put her nghL The soli ground worid heve been egarat 
her on bertwo prevtas start* as wes the aHwather surface alter her win. There are 
some Bcriy improvers to ttwa, but Gee Bee Dream is rack-sold on term. Unplaced to stranger 
company to Glorious Goodwood Iasi ttm* Njb started toe season on a wtonsig note and 
then dd very wel to necortt to Cosmic Prince re Epsom The race looks a rinde easier 
for Shoehalaa otter her i*iptoced etfert behind Right Time et Doncaster. She had shown 
pramlBB to maidens ends change of rider (TVn Spake) oould also help her cause. Etas 
is another who has promised to win a hendcap and the trip looks right Judged on her 
third to M- Sponge at 8aBsbury (7fl h Jura Irish Ugm two raw ham been In toe mud 
- a dabut win tom Selene at BMh and lasfcoF'nlne to HtfxWtog in a stronger event «t 
Ascot Sheb back tom a rest with Frankie Dettori boohed so hes to be respected even 
with the Ug weight. Summaroaa was on easy winner of a maiden at 3ttom 12 days ago. 
Whether she now starts to knprow totar ptwkna deappototmenta remairo to be seen. 
Celypeo Letty has done very ktie this »ea3on after a Ughtjuvenfta campaign, wtilo IrtF 
1a, a dose toulh to Kaiser Kache at Kefipton an her reappearance^ is now viaored after 
two aui>*iandBid effort* B el e cB oi r MUSCAHANA 


g 005000 BiPOSra Tirana Kama] Gay KalN*y6B5 DanOlMBV 

n OttU IMUERTHtK TWKE f12S IKThavtK honi4BS NA6M7V 

n 
6 
6 
14 
6 
« 

17 
6 

20 004040 HY«BraCTW(Bn»o^GLeirii3 7fl.~~ DWr^WISB 

-SOdsrisml- 

BETTING: IMItan CapkDn «-* Priasagris Tbort, B-l McBMncov 10-1 Hype En«W. 
12-1 Mlttoali, lea Aga, 14-1 Never lUnk IWce, BobeAton. 20-1 FtattmUn lane, 25-1 others 
696: fetaraflala touch G B 9 G Carter 6-1 (J Barry) dram (*) 13 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Those brawn high hold a rizaabb erivantage end Hype Energy, aided by rial to. ondd 
set them d atrak. She has abBy and «w soft graaid at Hoydock would haw been agatoat 
her last time. But It wi stl be a minor turn-up H she sees oH PALACEGATE TOUCH and 

Ventura CeptteStt. The weights favour Venture CeptoilSL who was begun ]ust over four 

bn^hs whwi tenth to Detfmg Btoe to the Portland leri week. A big field suite Ira style 
of racing - the getting el Ms best when wesutog Mrraaff through toe pack oW a bet pace 
-SDKMM7 -though he has yetto win over the mHmm trip Stol nine tort araedy helpful to Dew! 

hSchob' itoarge. so Patecegate touch fe the choice 10 tallow up lie wei tom Lord Htfi 

Admiral In the race 12 months ego Stal 13 tivw Nm every chance and the old boy has 
sti got it in him after prerirnkio good tor Lad Olvler at Heydodc bat month. FMo Sian- 
co has shown bits of farm for Gray Moore atooe lewng David Barron and the drew (17) 
rives here fitftfng ctwnca. lea Ag«. untoeky two outings ago a Wtodsor, to Wed In Writ- 
ers but he has (town a bad stal (two). Selection: PALACEGATE TOUCH 


5.25 


LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4.025 added 
1m 6f Penalty Value £3^07 

D36S TAHAI«]USUg(roro(1ny9ephei4SDmi4 6D RPwtmW 

42006 (MlJU4N0[rotGto dj toPwserdtoU4Q^Kalwiay49O it Urikn (5) 13 

460500 CASUALVM3Bt(24 (GHlaMnoi) ANnccrrbe6B7 S Drowns 12 

(MOD COPPHI SffiJ. (Ufl (A A tOntf A P Jctieo 3 9 6 -TSprekaB 

656B1 LDOKDUT (7) (D) P D HoAngswnh) B>«i39B (to) MEddriyll 

0BB320 UIIE STREET BUIK (7) (The Ekes Retnenrirt T *6ddy 6 9 4 JRrid? 

00440 BEAUCHAMP U0N (25) (iff) pRmor) JDutopSfi-Q LDrikallG 

60036 VER0MCA FRANCO (29) (J J Whelan) PHsdger 4 S9 DnOTtaMI 

36404 SOvaBGH CHEST p7)(l*oB Surra) C Hagan 4 B 9- PariHd«y4V 

0565-1 1MWY(2q^tonFiiEBl)GtoKalBHBy489 DODonotios (3)3 

5C44 STAR 3ITRY (9) g H Wrtocws) □ Chafpel 385 CRMMrB 

44S301 CASTLES BURMNO (USA) 02) (RMCy3n)CCyrer3B5 Rlfltaa 

_ R Steal 5 

NCwflrialOB 

U Srirri (3) 2 

..ABrMnd(7)1« 


4532M KS>SAKE pS9 (Gen Barter) MUthsr3B2. 

004200 BRMMUDWpS)(ESChim)M9Bvitanng47 6 

302144 KEEN WATERS (2) (MraKQswian) ltoSWIarre37 6. 
000060 CHALlBlffil(2q(MsazabetiEtoclat]LIHMs4T6- 
-IBdadmd- 



WMaatlB 
PRobritoAl 
JIMk4 


4.55 


NCvfirial* 

JRBrMwri(7)9 


1 06 

Z 642000 

3 023*0 

4 544483 

5 066400 

6 350*2 

7 140000 

B 553054 


WILLOW CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS E) £4,025 added 
5f 6yds Penalty Value £3,090 

!ASHKBn'roro»J nn 1^ RSIn ^ S95 MGritagbarl* 

VBflURECAnnUST(7) |WGMera)DttMbB95 Ain (tones 9 

RALACEGATE TOUCH (iq (CQ) Oassl (eto*4 l*d) J Bony 7 9 0J> Robots (G) 13 B 

KXAGEpS) |D) W (HtorCharte) R ViMarTB3BB TQrim2B 

ROTBJUON« (D) (GeoBB3ThxnpSM<DArtx«mct8B7_ 

FBDieiSTDNE LANE (2) (14 (G P"* 1 *) Mb L SbdM B B 8 . 
l)rriAASHafD)(R>toraanrnra4DI%dnJonBs586- 
JUSTMUMJS (21) (M R rtacel) J Bri^or G 86- 


-PmriEdrtarya 


MM «w(B*t m 10ft, Tme/wiafcsp neighcftonhafcw MBO. Kean Mens 7a 3b Ctafcngar flri ran. 
BETT1KQ: B-2 Lookout, 942 Griaphm, 6-1 BMUdnmip Lion. 9-1 Defy 10-1 CmUm Burning, Knop- 
trio, IM Cnuri WriK TMesak,^ Vrinrici Franco, Savonip Crrat, 14-1 Kssn Wrists, Ltoa Stoat 
BtaM. 16 -1 star Ei toy. 20-1 oftn 
696 id ccneaptotog ivoa 

FORM GUIDE 

Pal Eddery reported that LOOKOUT worid have preferred a taster pace at Kempton a 
week aga Tha Rly «■ pmed too good tor (Xrhom after Eddery kicicBd heron tom flu 
home turn and she Is goingtolateaome baaing again under a anal penally Beauchamp 
LtondbappaMed owthto Wp at Rsdcar after being DettorWdden tom ihe tort when 
fourth (beaten tow lengths} to Locloui in a Leicester maiden Nbw *to better oil Beauchamp 
Uon would be Interesting B hrts ridden tom behind today, Cooties Burning won h bad 
race of Brighton, but the hardy Gafeplna, second to Shooting UaM^ here bat dm* shorid 
i wei in this tower grade liny, claimed by Gays KUtaway for EBDOO after winning at 
repstow, Is not eotpectad to outstay Lootout but Veronica Franco won el Fateotana 
and this Sy hod Barter shown staying promise far Roger tocyarru Selection: LOOKOUT 


YARMOUTH 

HYPERION 

2.05 Socrat Aly 2^5 Guessttfiiation 3.10 SMfey 
Ana 3.40 Imroz4.15 Opening Meet 4^5 SandL 
clHIc 5.15 Brimming 


(2 . 35 


GOING: Good to Firm (Firm in beck riraftfto. 

STALLS: Straight course- stands SKtoiftomfi 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: H#i tar Sto to 

• Left-hand oqum Mvei and tak ' 

• Course to north of town or A Wa Memoutonririalton ta.AD- 
MISSlON: Oii> 02; Tennmeas £B60; Ftotriy and ooursa oncio- 
aura &L30 IOAP» £3301 CAR PARK: El; rest too. 

• LEADING 1TUINQIS: C Brittato 23-171 (tSAN), H Cecfl S2-9* 
(234%), J Ooeden »-»3 (175%), MBNJW7 fT72%> 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: MHOIa 30-178 (170%), L Dettori 28-132 
fS.7%), W Ryan 23*141 (1&3%). W Eddery 20- BO (222%). 

• FAVOURITES: «B wets « G3Breoes(348%V . 

BUWKER6DHflS7'7BE:BlrHoMM7(rij|irBifl®33HsedafnsttJJ® 
(£3Si0inen»u> Ito ean t (iO5).BM b ttLP35):FtytaBFei¥tort(A45) 

1MNNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None _ . , 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Sltoer Harrow (AAG) eent 328 miaa 
ry A N*r*cotrbr> tom Humohaw, Devon. _ 


NEWFON SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£3,000 added 1m 2f21ytia 

26011 GUEBST6WTK>N(2t)fC)(D)J^irii*8B8-GB«nlwMB 

60000 MR ROUGH M (C) 0 writs 598 NDey4V 

OOF BMGOTDESjEHrf17X9MWmMP3 Altop)9 

OSOOO »CR0UBPI&BBirtB3)jWPa|irw493-aCritar5B 
235 PEGASUSBAY{6)lfesABitataaB93 — R Cochran* 7 

630548 MNC SYMBOL (SroNBhntoaRlB 93- JCUwlO 

DOOOSO SALDUCO(gPHl,aEhelB93 — Aenria Sending 8 
425400 SFAWSHSTRIPFBltraMChriirninBBS J5CBSn(7)12 


[3.40 


NORTH SEA STAKES (CLASS C) £7,325 

added 6T 


BETTWtt: 7-» GnaaritoMtan, W Quartentafl, 11-2 Fagoota Bsh W2 
Mr Ra«A »-1 Itoiiric Symbol, 12-1 SpanU Scflppat, IB-i BatabB, Gan- 
onwPi— sLJO-l HedadahMot, 3M afters 

DANNY WRIGHT HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£6,000 added im 3yds 

2GMDF VIHIUAL REALITY (TO J Tolar 6 9 It -SSornkmA 

Hare 5 9 T1 CLmttwrjgS 


1 -54000 DOUB^SnaDOURnrQftroPMgMeTeU. 


JD9eaaneyp)T 


60046 TELSVfliS (33) ID) B McMahB93 O Swwnsy p) 14 

0 ACGQMMODKIEYQUnJMBvMy4B'S-JPPIRa|lly(9)T1 

40CSOO HADADABBLE (4Z) Ha IMcM 4 8 B. RFtonchpJIB 

GOODS 0UAineiSTWF(«)C«l3Bll S Sandora 2 

55*000 REH1S (Ifl J Fanshavo 3 B It KMtanSV 

SOS'S SAMmy AIM BUri*er3 85 DB^gil 

-80366 BOBKTT P)WJBnb3 86 ,WRy»13B 

-1ST J 


22MB MOONUlWWRAaSEPOroSwdlteSUiraSBG- 

MWaB 

-22143 BMOZ (USA) piJinro HCBd3 Bit 
203005 C0NNBMHAmCDejar3B6 
1631 MARCHSnRMroJtobrSBB 
1- RUiSADE(USA)(319)HCed386 


BETTWS: 13e Irani, 3-1 Hoonfight Pnflsa, 5-1 Mnda, W. Con- 
nanara, B-1 Doriria 8friandara 1(M March Star 



4.15 


r3.io 


" o "fLC I GOLDEN JUBILEE TROPHY HANDICAP 
Z.UO I (CLASS P £7.500 added Im 2f 21yda 


1 005650 SECRET AUf SMI) (MJCTl Cft«*h796- 7i WRFm8 

2 00030 WMMUTNC(US*)(38)(Ctl) J«h*96 MHwh(3)S 

3 CtU5 CANCAMlAOY(BEj roMJd«Moe385 — .-JFriSftJBj 

4 361 njNT»UPPSl(Z«G'«igDSB*„ MHM*B 

s 03C BUSY SONS (12) (B^ROnrtnnS 8 B 5Smdar*6 

6 MW LAfK2SSE(a)JriTi Bony 3812 -KFriMoo*! 

7 2-0633 »«RTWGGa(aSrot»)l>Ja»l)«86a-40rinn3B 

J Sw Brin* 1 

5 ™aBBWasSSfJ5»1!E 

Am. 15-1 WMKtl 


(D) KMragBn5 9 6 .A YYtatan (3) 10 

mmjBMicDT 


1 
2 
a 

4 

5 
B 
7 
B 
9 

6 
ft 
« 

6 

14 50653 AUWlAALroroB^)RJ c hnEnHlijgMDn4B4J)aubttiB 

6 042301 QAM UM4 (USAj ^^ Bto Jones 4 > 1 R Day 12 

BETIMG: IM Bha Rye^ IM Daftwd Rraen, 7-1 Drift Srial, B-1 Grin 
Ltoa, GynmkFtya^Sriay Ana, T0u|arasRWtra. 10-1 CtythaMLecLErt- 
laa.WituriRaaBty, 12-1 Coral E^praa^Soriytton, i*-1 MgM 0*00,1^ 


■250402 DBJA S0LEL (6) 
OHIO MGKTDANCEftf 
*42461 TOUJDUreM 

2322-0 XVL£«(U3A)| 
6641 SATEVANAm 
000008 DHTHBJ’fcr 
030502 auJEfUra 
2300W HtllfiMM 

-OOB2 COURTH 

30005 GVMCRAKFLYal 

Wt*0 CUTTHAHU.LAD 


EB.F. HALVERGATE MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2YO fillies 6f 

00 BE MY GAL (13) C VIM 8 11 WRyfcS 

0 DUBLMA pS) C Dwyer 8 It 
656 FACEOFF(aqCVWBTl- 
JDUY HARBOUR W Itoxps 8 n 


oas MAaMtoOAWtEfiqjwsrait 

HAKE LOUP (TO LCunsui Bit 
OPSBNGMSrDlndvBIl 



WATER6 HWE G Vtogg B 11 . 

-Sdadarad- 


JIMM3 


6 22005 MBZDRAMK>(Z7)(CD)KMngBr5B6^taHunmnUV 

It 843221 IMIHBDRMNa{roroCDw)nr3Btt-AHoCMir(a)M 
6 260420 DELIGHT OF DAMN (25) (CD)EWhMlar5BTi -LDMylO 

6 004800 HMNQ PENNANT (S)roJUB4dby4BHDVnn(B)1SB 
M 006442 MAY OUSi MEGAN pi) Ms A Ktag4 fl 5 „-G IMGbwt 13 
6 SOM RACING THESRAFH (14) (C)C Atari 7 B2~.CLmffiar ft 

6 -30000 CHAlilZro)KBUlB3B1 DSwwmayB 

17 DOOOO LUNCH PARTY (TO RONkhcfc 580 toM Wanda 17 

6 540280 ONTHEGREat p7) AHdo4 90 PDOSlV 

6 000000 AXBMN(1)M«bmS7tt PPtfesphy20 

20 600006 WU5B1S0fiE*ll(I)(C)Prilfthcia7tL_Anwndi8*ndlra9V 

-20dadnd- 

BETTW& 4-1 SrariUHs, 11-2 ManarrariOk IM Pita Fbri, B-1 Lnndi 
fatly, 10-1 AMnaraftMria, Doe Paps. 12-1 DaBgMCT Dawn, WwriorKtag, 
14-1 May Qumo Mags, OaTha (toon, 15-1 Karinaka.20-1 BhratagAwqi 
SBasrHantNA 35-1 Amman, Chakra, 33-1 othars 

EBF FLEGGBOROUGH MAIDSf STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 2YO 7T3yds 

BRBMSNGHCsdSO XMotl4 

Oflmnl 
— WRyanS 
-B8andam7 
.^.CNuttarl 
JQrintS 


5.15 


7BB-GBsntwal13 
J M Brafay 6 9 7 ^ -R Hhrih (7) 2 

Curat 6 9 6. 0 Thong (7) 7 

~ lHanlMy6S5 &H) — JYRywiTt 
(Q Dr J,8cragi *8 4_M Rfamer 9 

R town* 91 AMcGfauUB 

.C Britain 7 8 It — J Quinn 14 

(7^ T Etacrhgtn S 8 tt ft Cochran* 1 

m ro ro G Hoknaa 6 B 6-.-K Rritao 3 
Bnday684_RPtaMch(RB 


4.45 


BETlBIflE 1V1B Opraring Mast, 4-1 Marie Loop, M Watart Edge. M 
Joky Harbooc, 14-1 Hadama Claaeta. 15-1 FSca-Ofl. 20-1 DnMMa, 25-1 
Billy GM 

SHADWHI.STUD APPRENTICE SERIES 
HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,200 added 7t 

1 -33GBD BLONMBAtHKYPBgU'BKfteBSSO JSBMge(7}6 

2 64400 D0NP9E(2M(C0)RBDaB699 NHoowta^tB 

3 002064 AOHSCKSH)qEft(D)TDftroi999, nri rafayUMaB 

4 50000 IWJSAMDBI(12)SDawa97 DoubMIB 

5 69500 KARM6KA(1) 9TO M Chapmen 7 97 S Canon (3) 4 

B 20000 MBtAMTl (33) PJ) J M Bradty *97 JFowtapJS 

7 MS SANDIC1JFFE [ITM) (39J f :: J t*S * 9 5 RRrandl2 

B 062202 SUtHI HARROW $0) ANa*cmto4B4 D&Ma7 

9 -20002 PUNRRSr(l5)JLEpe791 SBu±J*y(5)3 


1 

2 0 GOUHIA67BI(9) WOGarrarSO. 

3 0 HASTATE (47) WJteria 80 

4 5 monWAIMAN (14) M Skxm 90 — 

5 0 UOANMS2M Prescott 9 0 

6 6G0 warn WOCT^Ntairvee -- 

7 0 HAUGHTY BLUE (27) Saeedta Sutler 9 0 — R Cochrane 5 

8 ROCK SOUNDS NCBtaghen 90 G Carter 6 

9 0 SCONCa3(USA)P5)GVria®90- 

-eda ef arad- 


-MHHaZ 


BETTING: 4-5 Brimteleg, 5-t Htghwayman, M ItaugMy Bkre, 10-1 Hee- 
Uta, 14-1 Lychw, Scooceo, 30-1 Rock Scaoata. 33-1 oftara 

• PilsudsJri and Peintre Celebre were yesterday the 
subject of si gnifican t support for next month's Prix 
de rArcde Ttiompbe ana Coral have reacted by cut- 
ting both horses to 7-2 from 4-1. Last year’s winner 
Helissio, however, has been completely friendless 
in the market and the firm have pushed out the 
French colt Lo 7-2. 


BEVERLEY 


2-55 


HYPERION ^ ^ _ 

Vatchman 2^5 Hobart JuncttHiaSOjjW 
1.00 Chieftain 4.35 Albprada i5^ Orntte 
a 5.35 Dark Mile 6.0 5 Sce nt O f Succeea 

r&»riBftrn(Waie^ST»Lt&l^ 

M7VANTAGE: Ikgh tor 54B7f«0^ 


TATTERSALLS MAIDEN AUCTION 
STAKES (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2Y0 
7f 100 yds 

0 CUUURED KING (S) J G S-Osiwune 0 "O — S Wntowto B 
CSmtALCOMlinEEP CtapptaHjBra BBR Herita « 16 
4 HOBART JUNCTION (25) SC Mam &B_-—J(DHtay1 
LONG BOND UJcfiWf' 88- JWrawr4 


4.00 


•V^255ff«SS5SolcSS 

CAR PARK: Course £2 pet 
EJggSBBftl Joturaton 27 torn 142 (Q% x D W 

pjja. Ti»* R*WofllriM»raa WTO 


0 PHaNUMOUESTWRftlwyBB 

os ONE TO GO (TO •> Benya 7 

55 HOMBRE(2S)JWW«BB6 

0345 BLUE ZOLA [Z3) MBal85 


__ACrihanaT7 

-Ptaaay(3)» 

-J Carrol 11 


_M Parian 12 


1 
2 

3 

4 
3 
6 

7 

8 
9 

V 

V 
12 

5 
1* 
s 

.« 

V 

SETTING: 11-4 CmMl CwwriHae, »3 HDkeri JMlta, 5-1 Btoa 
H HnetotB, M Long Bond, IM PfccacWy; 14-1 MinMa nca, TB-1 Ona 
Tb Ga Czech Malta, SB-1 N0«#» P«l« 

JOHN MANGLES MEMORIAL tfCAP 
(CLASS F) £5,000 added Im 100yds 

3BB22D PBCWn«l»jaireWi4B0 1 — JWma«2 


4 PICGAHLiy (Z5) THtrarUJones DriaGtaMB 

0 nSNDTYEnMMa>(IS)ASa)NiB4 JUmmB 

00 MAJOR BAUABT (14 M>S BsttalS 4 Grtrttrfl)? 

00 SMOOTH PWNCESS (22) JFtzGarridBZ F Norton 5 

QSCH MAITE tto J Ranedan B 1 LChranockM 

' 0 WSALUANCE(24CVMB1 GDuBbfci2 

0 ABBS© DOM#© (•!) Striker* 8 D-~E*tahMOD HI 

NOflOKPffUOMsJRansdsiBO 

DO JOURLLEPtoJWtawnalaTe TWHanS 

-I7dectarad- 


ARAGON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2YD St 

P Hasten 90 DataGEmlO 

90. H Darning 5 

SO JFEjranB 


0 SE77»frCI7Y(3nj Berry 90 

0 LORD UEUIB4ANT (12) M BM 0 0 

0 MELOOIAH pi) MBritlrinSO 

B O UgMASta (44}EY 

00 THE FUBjOLOBST (S3) fBia J 

ANDnZJLEywBS 

0 DOOOtEOO) WH4CSJB S9 


042B0 WLDIIOOn (55) (D) J 8oM 3 B 2 TW W e ni l 

000030 IC9B1 GOLF WARMER (T^BMiwI 3 B2iaraeDCk 13 

064005 AUMARQAB7)M«hn»47G F Norton 2 

144425 i*ORllltS0PME(ta)(BRM Wtrii67l) JMamaghP) 7 




63600 BALiy WO»OBt (O) H CofcT'M* 5 7 1>„ — NIMayH 

645006 WELCOME HOME (I^PDriton 3T1I i>F*aa*yp)M 

-ISdariarad- 

VKcntte 7a 5ft. Wrioams Heme 7B 

BETTMG: 3-1 Ctanpaaa, B-1 SbBtog.7-1 Augorian.B-1 Scerota, MMri- 
Aapacto, PomtaSopWa, 10-1 Ltadriek Lady, 12-1 Mptae Maow^ WSB- 
com km. 14-1 MUM* Alton* IM NMW Sta^ 25-1 Uhara 


JQbtoBIG r -— =n 

LChritnck12 5.35 

reocrraooti* Lr^ZJ 


END OF SEASON MAIDEN STAKES 


3.30 


HANDICAP 

2 YOTf 100yds 

g3ra B-.»-« »- :i-:352?5* 

sasBagSr^asa 

MSfig-Toiaas 

pSw* w 


S 

SSSSSESSSSiX* rifts 

TBue mar 713.1 7»wn>CMarai | 3BB-P>60MWraP* 

B MGNIECASfOMro 11 ®^ 898 — 

Jew POLAR PROSPBST (16) R B 9 

BMW nanuNGCuawm H »«ri5es_H a^enM* 

ss 

8 S aSttBW!i= 5 !^gS 

. Sa gSa gJB 
SS^SSSSsMasS 

jok n awC«inNri,a>-T0<hera 


jamyflfl TEOnroiafflu 

6(22}UssSMB9- 
2 ODeTTC(5*? (BF) PraflXC 89- 

DO PR£ CAT&AM (51) U Bel 3 9 

42 MJMM STOKES (12) pqB &wta9 DHoftMII 

YfESIttOUffTRIB YMWEM latyaB— — GPritonp)T7 

BETTJNG: 64 ChleBata, 7-2 Sarak Stdfeaa, 94 Odrita, 8-1 terriaad. 1 M 
IIMog Priacmm, «-l trad Ltaraani * 14-1 Ori* Hatt«( 16-1 DM* 
20-1 Pie Ctarian, Driro# C*J, 2B-1 oftara 

E.BJ- GARROWBY MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (DIV I) £4,500 added 
ZYO fBllee TMOOyda 

6 AXARnXMBMBMhmBIl JFBganB 

33 AUKXUIftpq Sr M PtassX! B 11 GDuOMI 

CHNESOFPEACEJL^fteSlf. 0PaB«6 

- uan ian*-"** _G HndB 


4.35 


(CLASS D) £4,900 added 5t 

1 bl DISTANT KING (775) Q Ke5f 490 1 

2 42903 AT LARGE ns) J FonrhaM 3 B 13. 

3 M BAIHERS OflOBt (9) T Eaaiarby 3 B 13 

4 0060 B&AUTUD0fl(32}M»LGttU368 

5 -SC62 GHARB (USA) PQ (BF) A Sterart 3 B 

6 
7 
B 
9 

d 
ii 

e 

G 

14 DOOM 

C 000440 AUSADARA 
jb m tutotme 
tr oo 


GHARBJUSA) (H) (BF) A SteMrt 3 E 
HARVEYS FimmE(M)PENgrci 3 6 

H LOCKSSJL (10SQ A Em4h 3 B 13 

26 NDBAUIO»JUbNMBrariey3BO| 
020 SHANnR8KE(ZT) C WI3B 13 -__J 
300 SWROFTHEROAD E3) JGar38r 



(23) J Carr 3813— 

'' i)Ehdsa4B9 

CUahm3B9 

CnL9dital489 OPaaraB 

(4Q R Wtotwd 489 J fcrtme IS 

toftSSB OHaflandto 

JQorakn3BB J3Htadl9 

1388 J Carols 


0 SWOARpflBWsait. 


SKYSSAKnERonThompronBII — DemnHclUI(3]7 

SUPPER LOureari 811 DffaBndZ 

STOfC 6FCK J u Jrilawn a 11 JCam05 


OB-Tm0R*PRWpfiITDBBncn81l. 

-9daderad- 


.LChrinockl 


[5J 55 


BETTW&frll AftnftM, 4-1 SSppkt SIMM, 8-1 Sid#»i KM Aksto, 
3M Where 

PORT OF HULL HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added Im 4f 

1 00061 ALPWEMDGA*MY{22)MWEari8rty4 9 tj — .TLnreaS 

2 0201 CAMP4SPEpO)(CO)JFibQWB597- J Fortune 4 

3 32604 AUGUgmNp3)lt9SS<*V*«*l> DHofaodB 

4 22163 MBIBlASFBCID(®^i|MjBfa(W4BO-Jlktoer12V 

5 206006 «KIWSSnm(R)roOf*«raWi4BllJCariol8B 

E 16630 GCAmOISNroroSCWte3B11 KDartayB 

7 OMSOO UWTfiOaADYCI^ppjBftolteBiaetJ — M PtetnnS 

B 03*20 SHUMG(2IS(BF)AaMait367 8 Write** 10 

B 23000 WHlCOMEBWttflSro JGRakySflC— JOTlatayis 



E.BJF. GARROWBY MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (DIV II) £4,500 added 
ZYOfmiesTf 100yds 

00 KtUNAfM(12)TEMHtyBll DanMrita«m2 

3 EUNAAKApSDMBfcy8»™_ JStadr? 

IMEUA (USA) & Locbr B 11 JRrtril 

KWGDOMQUSNM Camacho B 11 LdmdtS 

06 l>O Y ORN5TIHC nO N OB J toirattolBil -.T Wana9 
S SCBIT OF SUCCESS (USA) ante BmCDarlqr 6 

TUQaA(USA}BHh8l1^ JWtteW* 

00 UHFOflM(23)kfesSHriet1 KHoUpwiB 

064 PtoOLETTCpajJRizfiaakiB It AQArital 

BgTTTHS: 13-6 (metoa, 7-4 fiaant (X Suecaea, M D a n aria, 7-1 Tbgala, 
12-1 PrioMa, 14-1 MBn Am, 33-1 “ 


Abreeze defies drift in odds 


Abreeze was a five-length win- 
ner of the Grass Widows Maid- 
en at S&adown yesterday. 
Despite Frankie Dettori on 
board, the colt drifted in the bet- 
ting from even money to 7-2. 

The Italian had only to push 
out the colt once they had 
found racing room in the 
straight, emphatically beating 
the 5-4 favourite Dark Moon- 
dancer. 

■Rjmmy AJbertrani, assistant 

RESU LTS 

SAN DOWN 

2.15: 1. BUSS (J Oirite) 10-1; 2. H10i 
Cony 7-2 3. Golden Strategy 3-t 7 ran. 
11 -4te Gipsy Moth {BhJ. 'h. VI*. (Mns P Out- 
field, Seaton), -fate: DUO; £340. £24 Q 
Dual Forecsst com CSF: Etta Trfcaat 
CCOfia Non Rumen Jack Ruby 

2^5:1. ABREEZE (LDwtoti) 7-2; 2. Daric 
Moondancer 3-4 tev; 3* Peek Mh 9-1 13 
raa a Z (Sneed bln Surooc Newmeriiet) 
Tbte £3430: £Ma ELto E24a DF: C3.7Q CSF: 
£7D5i Trio: EG.40. 

33a: 1. MUJOVA (A Otoene) 16-1; 2. 
Refuse Tb Lou tM: 3- Howetde n-4 £w. 
13 ran. ink.fR HaNraheed Upper Long- 
don). Tbt* C17B0; £330. E28Q E1BQ OF: 
EB4SQ CSF: CM07L Tno: EOWL 

3^50: 1 . ABAJANY (J Fortutfi) 7-1 ; 2. Mr 
RaracBea 14-1 : a. Sheer Fra* 14-1 IB ran. 
13-2 taw FtoJ Chance (tth). 2 'h. (M Chan- 
non, Upper Lonfaoum). Tbte: CUBO; £23d 
£300, £350, £180. OR £t17B& CSF: £83.71 
Trtcaac H30M4. Trio: £46040 

<L2S: 1. FLAGSHIP (T Sprafce) 14-1; 2. 
TOoigtn’* Prize 6-* tav, 3. Ma eal n a 9-1 11 
ran. 2, VA. (W fl Ham, Lamboum). Tote: 
£2680: £450. £tn £160 DF: £*170 CSF: 
£3327. TMo: ES60Q APT: London Uows. 

455: 1. RAPID RBJANCE (R French) 
3S-1 : 2. Ptarpoktt 7-2; 3. Junior Mtoflln 5-1 
13 ran. rt-t) lav Happy Days Again (Bth). 
VI*. % (D aswortfv WAYKombeL TbtK 
£3680; £370 MO £170 DF; £3270 CSF: 
CfiQna Tho: £13860 NR: Dernier Croee & 
DorarSauL 

8,25: 1. ROCK THE BARIEV (A Mdrefis) 
8 -1; 2. Law Dancer 3D-1; a TrJbt «-l; 4. 
Ring The ChW 6-119 ran. 4-1 iavZamatok. 
2. 1 (M Usher. East Gartton). TMfc ESSO; 
£220 £600 CMO C2XL DF: £11730 CSF: 
£1086. Tricasc E235&H. Tno: £76500 
NR: Jona Holey. 

JBCkpob Nol wore CfiBZTBB carried torwattl 
to Sendown today 
Plecapot CUUO Quadpot £4060 
Places: C®4.8a Pkroa & »&sa 

YARMOUTH 

2JK: 1. BEWITCHING LAOV FUartto 
Dwyer) 2S-i; a. Laguna Bay n-4; a. Go 
Hence W tev: 7 ran. ’/a (D Arbudmot, 
Compton). TbtaK £2550: £770 £160 DF: 
£5430. CSF: £7535. 

MAT. ENTICE (D Hotaid) &B to; 2. 
UBkMndfrT; 3. BonOraratoo 6-1 8 m. % 
2k. (Saeed bin Suroor, NewmarhatL Tbtac 
£360; £110 £240 £240 DF: MISO CSF: 
£164& 

3LT0: T. MR ftbUfCA (K D»fey) DOnSCC 
2 .Gfngeranap7-1;3.lteyComimim4>9 
tat 5 ran. 'k z'h. (B Meehan, Lamoouh) 
Tote £430; £150 £UO DF: £730 CSF: 
£2173 

i40: 1. SP0H3BT (D Hoiaid) 14-1; 2. 
Lfiarary Soriery T2-1; 3. That Man Agrin 
to-1 13 ran. 9-4 tar Bahamian Bauw. r*. 
ip Hama BertmafTiaoCSnWteETO: £350 
£3S0 £330 DF: £S2BO CSF: £15857. TWC- 
aae £104490 Tito: EZfiao 

4.1S: 1. GYMCRAK PHEWERE (K FaK 
tori) to* tar; 2. Shomafcia to-1; 3. Shashi 
M-l 19 ran. Me, 5 (G Hofcnas, Pfctoringj. 
TWte £260; £100 £330 £660 DP. £1240 
CSF: CT7SQ Nft My Qodson. 


trainer to Godolphin’s Saeed 
bin Suroor, said the Danzig ju- 
venile was onJy one of a num- 
ber of useful two-year-olds soon 
to be unleashed on the race- 
course by the stable. 

He said: “Abreeze is big, 
game and has plenty of talent 
and a lot of scope. I would ex- 
pect him to improve on this 
win.” Abreeze received a 25-1 
quote from Corals for next 
year’s 2,000 Guineas. 


44S: 1 . BEUlE DE NU1 T (K Felon) 14-V. 
2 . Chocolate 9-2: 3. Summer Deal 14-t 11 
ran. TM fav Up As The top. rfc \ (B Mee- 
han). Tbte £1530: £26ft C130, £350. DF: 
E226Q CSF: E67S5. TMcast £S323a Trio: 
£4853 M£ Generos Bnbraeei BDbh Lana 
Ptecepoc £3?L5tt Quadpob £12180. 
Place 6: £5*720 Place 6: C1S455. 

5EDGEFIELD 

Z26: 1. CHARITY CRUSADER (P Mw- 
bt) B-h tav; 2. Salle Legend 5-1 : 3. 
Paotohy Beach 13-2. 8 ran. 3'A, a (Mra M 


£35Q CSF; £521 Tr feast: £13Ja 

2S5: 1 . FATEHALKHA1R (C McCatma- 
ck) Ti-8 fev; 2. Monaco Gold «« 3. Ur 
Montague t>-i 12 ran. sfs-hd. tv (B EJi- 
Bon). Tote: £240; ETC, £2X1 £L2a DF: £2XX 
CSP C*57 Wo: £S4Q NR: Lord Of TT» ffinga 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Safey Ana 
(Yarmouth 3.IO) 

NB: Cunpaspe 
(Beverley 5.05) 

3J30: 1. SUAS LEXT (ECaiaghan) 11^ 
lav; 2. Battery Ftred n-2; 3. Jaunty Gen- 
oral W-1 Yrwi to « (JMJWferson} IMa: 
£220; £M3a £320 DF; EXSO CSF: 

4J»C 1. NEWHALL PRMCE (T Bay) 14-1 ; 
Z The Theater Ti ■& s. Rueaten Cerile ®-i 
5 ran. 4^ fw Uxtarwaraln ft Z (A Streeteri 
TMk £2130; £32a £lfla DP. £2630: CSP 
£7 22S. 

4L35:1. COUNTRY ORCHID (G 16424 

lav; ZNanios 7-1; 3. Star Clerks 4-1 4 ran. 

ftmotgyl- Tbto: £T2D DF: £250 

525: 1. CORAL ISLAND (P CarbetTy) 
TI-IOfaY.2. PaWo«t)-l;Z Safari Datcer 
T4-t 10 ran. 1’A. XI (J RteQarakft Tote 
£170; £isa cam 0450 DF: EB7U CSF: £S4I 
Placapot: £2760 Quadpol: £Sto 
Place R £3451 Ptaca s: £345i 
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Ferguson considers the risk factor against bolt from the blue boys 


A team of unknown 
Slovakians - apparently 
rudderless but with the 
notable scalp of Spartak 
Moscow to their credit - 
lace England's title 
holders in a Champions' 
League fixture that will 
prove vital to 
Manchester United^ 
European Cup chances. 
Guy Hodgson reports from 
Kosice 


There are worse Champions’ 
League scenarios than to land 
in a foreign country and find 
your opponents locked in bidr- 
ering disarray. Not much is 
known about FC Kosice, but 
what can be confidently said 
about them is the Slovakians 
have managed to misplace 
their coach in between the 
weekend and tonight's match 
against Manchester United. 

The official reason for Jan 
Kozak's resignation is DJ health 
although local reports suggest 
any malady has been caused by 
internal politics. “Someone in 


the dub is against me," Kozak 
told a Slovakian newspaper. M I 
have left so the players do not 
get involved in a power struggle." 

Which would be muse to the 
ears of United's manager, Alex 
Ferguson, if his experience 
against relative unknowns in Eu- 
rope did not make him wary. 
Galanasaray were not bousehedd 
names until they dumped Unit- 
ed out of the European Cup 
while Rotor Volgograd's one ex- 
cursion away from obscurity 
came when they conjured a 
Uefa Cup win on away goals at 
Old Trafford two years agp. 


Kosice come from the same 
bolt-from-the-blue territory. 
The first ride from Slovakia to 
reach the Champions’ League 
proper, they were reformed 
only five years ago and became 
the first side from Slovakia's 
second city to take the nation- 
al title (either Czech or Slovak) 
in 100 years of trying this sum- 
mer. Given that they also de- 
feated Spartak Moscow to join 
United, Juvenilis and Feyeno- 
ord in Group B, it can be safe- 
ly said that results did not 
figure In Kozak’s departure. 

His successor will be his 


assistant, Jan Bodnar, although 
that could be temporary. "He 
is coach until the president of 
the dub comes back from a hol- 
iday in the United States," a 
spokesman said ominously yes- 
terday. “Then it will be sorted 
ouL" 

Troubled or not, Ferguson 
has been impressed with a team 
who supplied six players for the 
Slovakian national side last 
week. “like a lot of Eastern Woe 
teams they are very stubborn," 
he said, “with some good tech- 
nical players and others who are 
very strong. If you beat Spartak 


Moscow youVe laid your cre- 
■ decrials on the plate." 

Equally, if you lose five 
times in the Champions’ 
League, inducting to Fener- 
bahee at home, your credentials 
to win the European Cup are 
suspect. United managed to do 
the above but reach the semi- 
finals last season and although 
the League phase of the com- 
petition is unquestionably hard- 
er -with only the group winners 
certain of going through - Fer- 
guson is confident of doing 
better. Asked yesterday if his 
squad was stronger placed to 


win the competition, this time, 
the United manager replied 
with an unequivocal "yes". 

• About his team he is less 
sure. Ryan Giggs' pulled ham- 
string, along with injuries to 
David May, Ronny Johnson, 
Jordi Cruyff and Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer, had stripped his 
squad to what he described as 
“the bare bones” although one 
man's skeleton is another man’s 
figure of corpulence as Fergu- 
son has Andy Cole and Paul 
Scholes as able deputies. Also 
in the ISt-strong party is Teddy 
Sheringham, who is recovering 


from broken ribs diagnosed a lit- 
tle over a week ago as needing 
three weeks' of rest to heal. 
“He’s in consideration," Fer- 
guson said. “Sometimes you 
take risks m a situation we’re in." 

As indeed must United 
tonight if they are going to fin- 
ish ahead of a Juventus side 
who confined them to second 
place in their group last season. 
A defeat here would be calami- 
tous to their hopes, while the 

days when a dirge of a draw was 

considered a good result away 
from borne in Europe could be 
coining to a dose. 


Spanish giants hold 
no fears for Albert 


Barcelona visit St James’ 
Park tonight, giving 
Newcastle a harsh 
introduction to the 
Champions’ League. The 
Toon faithful will be 
relying on the 
experience of Philippe 
Albert, who has seen it 
all before in his days at 
Anderiecht. The Belgian 
defender is relishing the 
task. 


Newcastle United may not have 
been this particular way before 
but Philippe Albert has. It was 
bade in 1993, in feet, in the good 
old days when the European 
Cup did not overrunneth with 
runners-up, that the Belgian 
played his first game in the 
Champions' League. It was, he 
recalled with a wry smile, sup- 
posed to be the kind of baptism 
of fire he is expected to endure 
with Newcastle when Barcelona 
arrive at St James' Park 

“Yes, it was a similar situa- 
tion,” Albert said, recalling the 
night Milan, finalists in three of 
the preceding five seasons, lined 
up in Brussels against Ander- 
iecht. The Milanese masters 
went on to lift the continental 
crown that season, .bulldozing 
Barcelona 4-0 in the Athens fi- 
nal, but they came dose to be- 
ing humbled by the Belgian 
champions in the opening 
match of their campaign. 

“People were talking about by 
how many goals we were going 
to lose,” Albert said, “but at the 
end of the game Milan were hap- 
py with a goalless draw. We 
should have beaten them. 

“Thai is why I am looking 
forward to playing Barcelona. At 
home, with a fantastic crowd be- 
hind us, anything is possible. 
With good discipline and with 
a big heart, we are capable of 
beating anybody 

With poor disdpline, and 
with hearts possibly set on 
tonight instead, Newcastle were 
on the suffering end of an up- 
set themselves at St James' 
Park on Saturday. Not that Al- 
bert needs any reminding. It was 
his failure to mark the debutant 


Cad Cart which led to the 3-1 
downfall against Wimbledon. 

7b be fair, Albert was due a 
bad game. As the middle man 
in a new three -man central de- 
fensive formation, between 
Alessandro Pistone and Stuart 
Pearce, the man John Beresfbrd 
christened “Prince" Albert had 
been in particularly regal form 
in the opening weeks of the sea- 
son - the kind of commanding 
form which once moved Johann 
Cruyff to baD him as a latter-day 
Ruud KroL 

Cruyff, indeed, considered 
the factory worker from the Ar- 
dennes such a natural total 
footballer he twice attempted to 
sign him for Barcelona. On the 
first occasion, during the 
Champions’ League campaign 
of 1993-94, Anderiecht were un- 
willing to part with their prized 
asset On the second, the fol- 
lowing winter, Newcastle were 
not open to offers for their re- 

BY SIMON 
TURNBULL . 


cent acquisition. 

“When clubs like Barcelona 
are supposed to be interested 
you do not always know if U is 
true or not" Albert said. “To be 
honest, I was flattered to see my 
name linked to such a big club 
but even when I was reading 
those kind of stories I was hap- 
py to be a Newcastle player. 
Hopefully, touch wood, I will be 
a Newcastle player for the next 
three seasons." 

Kevin Keegan paid 131m to 
make Albert a Newcastle play- 
er - 131m Belgian francs, that 
is (£2.65ra in Sterling) - after 
watching the counter-attacking 
defender score for bis country 
against the Netherlands and 
Germany in the 1994 World Cup 
finals. Having played against 
Spain in Italia VO, Albert could 
be involved in his third World 
Cup next summer, Belgium be- 
ing certain of a play-off chance 
at least He is unwilling, though, 
to look beyond Barcelona's vis- 
it to Tyneside and the renewal 
of acquaintance with an adver- 


sary from Newcastle's last Eu- 
ropean campaign. 

Anderson Da Silva, in fact, 
was the last opposition player 
to score a winning goal at St 
James’ Park before Chris Fer- 
ry and Efan Ekoku followed up 
Cort's equalised goal in Wim- 
bledon's victory four days ago. 
Da Silva did so for a Monaco 
team that sneaked a 1-0 win on 
Tyneside before overwhelming 
Newcastle 3-0 in Monte Carlo 
in the second leg of a Uefa Cup 
quarter-final. 

The Brazilian centre-for- 
ward returns to Tyneside tonight 
as a £13m new kid on the Nau 
Camp block and better known 
to the football world as “Sonny” 
Anderson. The sobriquet, in 
point of fact, is “Sony", having 
been bestowed by colleagues in 
his Marseille days because a 
walkman seemed permanently 
damped to his head. 

“I know he scored at St 
James’ Park,” Albert said, “but 
he didn't impress me. I hope he 
has the same type of game 
here. We were unlucky against 
Monaco because we were with- 
out a striker in the home leg. Wfe 
had to play Rob Lee up front. 
If we had played with Alan 
Shearer, Les Ferdinand or Tmo 
Asprilla we would have beaten 
them. They didn't do too much 
damage here, though we were 
well beaten in Monaco. 

“It is similar now. I'm sure 
when we go to Barcelona An- 
derson will be a danger, with 
110,000 supporters behind him. 
But we don't have to be as afraid 
of him here. I’m sure we will do 
well against him and I am sure 
we will do well against Bar- 
celona. 

“People are saying that there 
are not a lot of us who have 
played in the Champions' 
League, but it is the same if you 
are playing with your national 
team, and we have a lot of play- 
ers with international experi- 
ence now.” 

None more so than Stuart 
Pearce, whose hamstrung ab- 
sence precipitated Newcastle's, 
and Albert’s, fall from grace on 
Saturday. Given some vital Psy- 
cho-therapy, the Magpies and 
their princely Belgian may yet 
be flying high in Europe 
tonight 



Dalglish pragmatic about taking on a Catalonian institution 


Newcastle United may 
have passionate fans but 
such fervour pales 
alongside the obsessions 
that surround Barcelona 
and burden their coach. 
&mon Turnbull reports 


The team picture on page 19 of 
the programme for what the 
Evening Chronicle has dubbed 
Newcastle United's “Match of 
the Century" depicts Kenny 


Dalglish and his players with the 
Tyne Bridge arcing above them. 
Either a trick of photographic 
deception has been played or 
the boys in black and white are 
able not just to walk upon wa- 
ter but can stand on it, too. 

Such has been the advance 
homage paid to the visitors 
from Catalonia, it would seem 
that Newcastle may indeed 
need miraculous powers when 
they make their Champions’ 
League debut at St James' Park 
tonight. They are, after alL 
playing a club whose home 


games attract the equivalent of 
the population of Norwich, 
whose season ticket holder No 
108,000 happens to be the Ripe, 
who run an art competition of 
such prestige Salvador Dali 
once entered, and whose squad 
has been valued at £400m. 

According to the legend, 
and the club motto, Newcastle 
are playing “more than a club.” 
Not that Dalglish sees it quite 
the same way. “Well give them 
the utmost respect,” the New- 
castle manager said, “but we're 
not playing tradition and history. 


We’re playing the Barcelona 
team as it is at the moment - a 
good side with a new manager 
who has brought a new system 
that might stQl be a bit strange 
to one or two of his players.” 

Dalglish is not just one of 
football's great pragmatists. He 
happens to have won the Eu- 
ropean Cup three times, which 
is twice more than the venera- 
ble Banja and. indeed, their new 
guiding light, the former Ajax 
coach Louis van GaaL 

Tonight's match is a trophy 
in itself for Newcastle. For Vhn 


Gaai, though, there was a re- 
minder yesterday that nothing 
short of emulating Johan 
Cruyff, by putting the European 
Cup in the Nou Camp cabinet, 
is likely to keep him as Banja 
coach beyond next season. 

Daubed on a board at New 
Fere ns Park, the home of Dur- 
ham City and Sunderland re- 
serves, where the Dutchman had 
taken his players to stretch their 
expensively-insured legs was 
the message: “Welcome Home 
Bobby. All the best for Wednes- 
day. SAFC groundstaff 


Unfortunately for the Sun- 
derland club groundsmen, who 
prepare both the first-team and 
second-team pitches, Bobby 
Robson, a native of Durham, 
was in Cairo watching the Un- 
der- 17 World Championship 
tournament in his capacity as 
Barcelona's head of recruit- 
ment. Lifting the European 
Cup-Winners’ Cup and the 
Spanish Cup last season was not 
enough to keep the English 
coach in the driving seat. 

Job security' was the theme 
of the Anglo-Spanish press con- 


ference Robson's successor con- 
ducted at Durham City dub bar, 
the coaches Jorge Valdano (’Va- 
lencia) and Vincente Cantatore 
(Valladolid) having been sacked 
three games into the season. 
Barga's Champions’ ' League 
opponents did get a mention, 
though it was dear the prospect 
of facing Newcastle had not 
kept Van Gaal awake at night 
“I always sleep well," he 
said, and with good reason. He 
does have Ivan de la Pena and 
Rivaldo in his team, not to 
mention the Pope on his side. 


Francis calls 
for weekend 
internationals 

Gerry Francis, the Tbttenham 
manager, has called for in- 
ternational matches to be t : 
played at weekends to avoid 
players returning late for 
League games. 

Francis believes that mid- 
week internationals leave clubs 
at a disadvantage when players 
report back for domestic duty 
- often only 24 hours before 
weekend league fixtures. But he 
also feels playing World Cup or 
European Championship ties 
on Saturdays would also allow 
the England coach, Glenn Hod- 
dle. to have the extra time he 
is seeking with his players the 
day after an international. 

“I believe players could play 
for their club on a Saturday, 
meet up with their country on 
a Sunday, have virtually the 
same preparation time as now 
and play the international the 
following Saturday,” Francis 
said. “Then, in England’s case, 
Glenn Hoddle could have his 
day with the squad on Sunday 
to analyse things and then the 
players would report back to 
their clubs on the Monday with 
a full week to prepare for the 
following weekend's fixtures. 

“Blit as things stand club 
managers often have players re- 
porting back on the Friday be- 
fore the Saturday game, 
possibly after a long flight which 
has taken the edge off them, 
with no time to prepare prop- 
erly -and yet you are judged all 
the time be results. 

“Totten bam played Arsenal 
a fortnight ago on a Saturday 
and then the international play- 
ers left to go to their various 
countries and we didn’t have the 
chance to work again with them 
until last Friday - 24 hours be- B ' 
fore the game at Leicester. 

“If one or two players are 
away with their club then it is 
not a problem but when, as in 
our case, there were 14 players 
away for two weeks, it doesn't 
give me - or any manager in the 
same boat - a lot of time. 

“It also gives tittle niggles 
and knocks little time to recover 
whereas having a full week af- 
ter the international before 
playing again would enable 
problems to clear up and leave 
players not feeling jaded. 

“You have got to tiy and be 
fair to dub and international 
managers whose interests cut 
across each other now and cre- 
ate a level playing field for 
both which I think having tbe 
internationals at the weekend 
would help to create." 

Kenny Dalglish, the New- 
castle manager, expressed sim- 
ilar concerns after Faustino 
Asprilla turned up just an hour -*f 
before the game against Bolton 
last Saturday after being on 
World Cup duty for Colombia. 

“Internationals should be 
played on Saturdays. The Eu- 
ropean Championships could be 
the right time to do it. Every- 
one throughout Europe, I be- 
lieve, wiU think the same way,” 
he said. “At the moment coun- 
tries have players for five or sev- 
en days and we sometimes get 

24 hours with them -sometimes 


Sherwood urges his Blackburn team-mates to avoid complacency 


Tun Sherwood yesterday issued 
a note of caution to his Black- 
bum team-mates ahead of to- 
day’s Coca-Cola Cup second 
round first leg tie against their 
Lancashire rivals, Preston 
North End, at Ewood Park: 
“Remember Stockport-” 

The ihen-Sccond division 
side beat Rovers 1-0 in their 
third-round meeting at Ewood 


Park last October thanks to an 
own-goal from Sherwood in 
what was Ray Harford's last 
game in charge. 

Roy Hodgson, the Rovers 
manager, has rejuvenated the 
club since he took over in the 
summer but the club captain 
Sherwood back after an ap- 
pendix operation, said: “We 
have got to get ourselves up for 


it because it’s their Cup final. 
If we play anything like we can, 
we should win tbe game but if 
we get complacent, they could 
catch us as you saw last season 
when we lost to Stockport.” 

Hodgson has rested St6- 
phaoe Henchoz, Jason Wilcox, 
Gariy Flilcroft, Patrick Valeiy 
and Colin Hendry for the 
match, though Hendry did 



suffer a dead leg against Leeds 
on Sunday. 

Martin Dahlin hopes to 
shrug off a cold and either Flit- 
croft or Wilcox will play if he 
is ruled out but Alan Fettis is 
cup-tied lan Pearce returns af- 
ter a calf injury 

Gary Peters, the Preston 
manager, declared that this 
was one match bis players 


needed little motivation for. 
“The game against Blackburn 
will lift all the lads." be said 
“It's a huge game and the 
players are really looking for- 
ward to playing against quali- 
ty opposition." 

Preston’s record £500,000 
signing from Manchester Unit- 
ed, Michael Appleton, is 
doubtful with a calf injury. 


The England striker, Les 
Ferdinand isa surprise inclusion 
in the 21-man squad named by 
Gerry Francs, the Tbtteubara 
manager, for their game with 


a stomach muscle injury. Fran- 


David Howells will have a 
late fitness test on a back injury, 
as will Chris Armstrong on a 
groin strain. 


repeats itself when they travel to 
EUand Road for their meeting 
■with Leeds. City beat the then- 


land Road - the last time the two 
sides met in a cup competition. 

C3ty wffl be boosted by the re- 
turn of the striker Steve Tbrpey. 

who starts his first game since 
suffering concussion on the 

openingday of the season. Their 

Welsh international defender 
Rob Edwards faces a late test 
on a dead leg, but Sean Dvche 
is ruled out after knee surgeiy. 




as said “Les wiu see a specialist 
in the morning but I'm refus- 
ing to rule him out at the mo- mighty Leeds 1-0 in an FA Cup 
mem.” fifth-round replay in 1974 at Q- 



Bristol City, of the Second 
Carlisle, despite suffering from Dhisfcm, will be hoping history 
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FOOTBALL 


Everton offered 
cut-price Ravanelii 


,s calls 
ee kend 
1a tiona| s 


Middlesbrough yesterday of- 
fered Fabrizio Ravanelii to 
Everton for the reduced price 
of £5 th plus Graham Stuart. 
However, the Merseyside dub 
did not agree to those terms and 
may wait until the price comes 
down even further. 

. i With the Italian striker cur- 
V rently back home Dying to find 
a Series .4 dub interested in him 
and apparently not part of 
Boro's plans. Evert on’s position 
is a strong one, though after 
their poor start to the season 
their manager Howard Kendall 
has been chasing a striker. 

Kendall has also been linked 
with Manchester City's Uwe 
Rdsier, but his chairman, Peter 
Johson, has been lobbying for 
the bigger name of Ravanelii. 

Everton's two previous at- 
tempts to sign Ravanelii stalled 
because of the Italian's de- 
mands over persona] terms, 
but that could be less of a hur- 
dle with the player now anxious 
| to get back to action. 

Everton could raise funds by 
selling Nick Barmby, another 


recruit from Middlesbrough, 
who was left out of their squad 
for last night's Coca-Cola Cup 
tie at Scunthorpe after a heat- 
ed row with Kendall at the 
weekend. 

Barmby was upset to be left 
out at Derby on Saturday and 
further enraged when he was 
not the first substitute to be 
called on. Barmby, Everton’s 
record signing Jess than a year 
ago, may now be allowed to go 
for a reduced fee. 

Peter Beardsley could mis s 
Bolton's Premiership match 
against Manchester United on 
Saturday after he was 
unconscious in a training 
ground collision with his team- 
mate Jamie Pollock. Beardsley 
was ruled out of last night’s 
Coca-Cola Cup second-round 
match at Leyton Orient. 

The Arsenal striker Ian 
Wright should discover today 
the date of his RxKball Asso- 
ciation disciplinary hearing, fol- 
lowing the controversial scenes 
at the end of the game at Lei- 
cester City three weeks ago. 


World Cup bid backed 


English footballers have long 
been known for their industry 
but industry, until recently, had 
never expressed any reciprocal 
affection for the game. In the 
heady post-Eim? 96 world all 
that has changed and England's 
World Cup 2006 bid enters a 
new phase this week with the 
blessing of business behind it. 

That emerged from a meet- 
ing involving 20 industrialists 
held lost week Chaired by Sir 
Colin Marshall, president of the 
Confederation of British Indus- 
try and chairman of British Air- 


ways, the meeting pledged sup- 
port in cash, kind and goodwill. 
Goodwill means making 

En glish husm ftssmft n nnrrffirtal 

ambassadors of the bid. More 
practical help involves, for ex- 
ample, free flights from BA and 
there will also be some direct fi- 
nancial assistance which should 
take the Football Association’s 
“war chest” past the£10m made. 

England are one of several 
candidates, notably South 
Africa and Germany, for Fife to 
choose from in 2000. 

- Genn Moore 


HOCKEY 


England ready for tough start 


England open their Junior 
World Cup programme this 
morning at the Milton Keynes 
National Stadium against 
Japan. Jon Royce, the England 
coach, is not known for making 
pred ictions but he will be aware 
that, if his team is to reach Fri- 
day week's semi-finals, they 
must achieve convincing re- 
sults in their opening games. 

“We have prepared as pro- 
fessionally as possible, but com- 
pared to some of the other sides 


we lack a degree of experience," 
Royce^Bidr*'' " 
Royce’s preparations have 
been handicapped by injuries to 
key players, but the good news 
is that he w£U be able to select 
from a fully-fit squad. 

ENGLAND SQUAD: B Garrard (Wfr 
tacffiKtcapGJ O rarawttSKumphffa t .P 

Mathews. P Wlchen (al Canterbury), M 
Plan, M e nprarat Kocrier (both Hearing), 
H Johnaon (CannocXfcJ Q rawortti.D Hay- 
dan (both lUdnatonX N ■fiwtor (Handcart 
A Simona (Soutngatrt A Bowse (Uwes), 
TMMIhamRknrire (Uteri Urn) Ft Staap 
(BMaton). 

-mcohvm 



Unorthodox visionary: Clive Woodward is the RFLTs choice to lead England Photograph: David Rogers/ AUsport 

The ruthless Woodward way 


It took them an Interminable 
amount of time end caused 
them no end of 
embarrassment, but English 
rugby's top brass finally 
appointed their new national 
coach yesterday * a bright, . 
ambitious fortysomething with 
a mind of his own and a 
willingness to speak it. 

Chris Hew ett charts Clive 
Woodward’s transformation 
from maverick to main main 


. Jack Rowell ruffled so marry Rugby 
Football Union feathers and upset the 
Twickenham applecart with such fre- 
quency during the contentious three 
and a half years he spent as - England’s 
manage r-cum-coach that those inhab- 
iting the higher echelons of u old fan- 
dom” must have yearned for a simple, 
servile, kow-towing yes man as his re- 
placement They can cany on dream- 
ing oyer their double gins, for Give 
Woodward is no one’s idea of a 
bootlicking sycophant. 

Quite the opposite, in fact Wood- 
ward’s imaginative rugby philosophy 
may have little in common with the 
Instinctive pragmatism of his prede- 
cCssor^after rdl; theformertionscen- - 
treis^at 41, thp best j»rt of 20 years 
younger than ^Jadk4buti in one vety 
important sense, Roweflfcm remams the 

flavour of the epoch. The new boy win 

hold no truck with excessive outside 
interference; things will be done his way 
andto hell with the consequences. 

lb many of the great and good who 
circulate and pontificate along the 
highways and byways of the English 


game. Woodward is a shot in the dark. 
To Geoff Cboke, who coached Wifi 
Carling’s side to two Grand Slams and 
a World Cup final in the early years of 
this decade^ be is not even thaL “I wor- 
ry about his volatility - he’s up and 
down and I have question marks about 
him," Cooke told Rugby News. 

“Someone recently said how valu- 
able it was that Give had performed at 
international level and therefore un- 
derstood the game. My view is: so what? 
That was in 1980; the fact that he was 
an exciting centre doesn't mean he can 
motivate a grizzled old prop forward. 
Most outstanding performers are self- 
ish by nature and possess the arrogance 
you need to reach the top. Those are- 
not necessarily the qualifications for a 
good coach; some people can't coach 
for toffee, no matter bow weQ they know 
rugby." Well, thanks, Geoff Nothing 
like getting your retaliation in first 

Woodward will not bat an eyelid in 
the face of that sort of premature knife- 
wielding. He had the confidence to 
plough his own highly individual fur- 
row during a 21-cap England career 
that also earned him two Lions Tea ap- 
pearances in South Africa' in 1980 and 
has continued m that self-assured vein 
throughout a successful business career 
- he owns a computer leasing compa- 
ny -and his coaching stints at Henley, 
London Irish, whom be left after 
felling out with the committee-room 
suits, and, latterly, Bath. 

He flatly refused to take a penny 
from London Irish during a halcyon 
1995-96 campaign in which they won 
the Courage League Two tide and 
reached the semi-final of the Pilidng- 
ton Cup. He also took a singular 
stance when first approached by Eng- 
land, insisting that his “gentlemen's 
agreement" with Bath be honoured. 


As recently as 18 months ago, in- 
deed, he believed he had shot bis bolt 
with the national set-up. “TYe put my 
ideas to the RFU, but 1 get the im- 
presskm they've stamped the word 
’maverick' on my folder and returned 
it to the bottom of the heap," he said 
at the time. But he stuck to his guns, 
preaching the gospel of 15-man rugby 
to forwards as well as backs. “I hate the 
label 'backs specialist 5 because the 
trick is to get the pack buying into the 
expansive approach. Ball-playing for- 
wards are the key; you can't tell me 
there aren't eight in the whole of Eng- 
land who fit the bilL” 

Having played his last En glan d in- 
ternational in 1984, Woodward spent 
two instructive seasons with Manly, the 
crack Sydney chib side. He remains an 
admirer of the WhUaby system, under 
which die best players are concentrated 
into three provincial sides, and has 
called for a significant pruning of 
England's representative network. 

“All we need below the fuD England 
side is two divisions, north and south, 
who would play against each other a 
couple of times a season,” he once said. 
“Selection should be brutal, ruthless, be- 
cause we need to see the best players 
competing face to face. The only peo- 
ple in rugby who know who can play and 
who can't are the coaches and the play 
“era, not the trilbies in the stand." 

• It is an unforgiving, confrontation- 
al attitude but then this is an unfor- 
giving sort of job. Win or lose, England 
will be given carte blanche to play with 
vision and panache. “If we want to win 
a World Cup," the new coach is fond 
of saying, ‘'we have to remove the fear 
factor. If players are confident enough 
to take risks week in, week out, we 
might just see them do ft when the pres- 
sure is really on.” 


^TENNIS 


Smith breaks 
into top 100 

Sam Smith has become the first 
British woman to reach the 
world’s top 100 for three years 
in the latest list issued, by the 
Women's Tennis Association. 

The 25-ywtr-ald from Es- 
sex. who has been Britain's 
No 1 for the past 1 1 months, has 
gone from 100 to a career-high 
97 and, though this is far below 
the exploits of Greg Rusedski 
and Tim Henman, it is a further 
boost for the domestic game. 

The Iasi British woman to be 
ranked in the top 100 was 
Brighton's Clare Wood on Sep- 
tember 26, 1994. Smith origi- 
nally gained a career-high 
ranking of 103 in September 
1991 while still only 19. but then 
gave up the game to go to uni- 
versity and did not return to the 
circuit until October 1 995. 

At the US Open two weeks 
ago that Smith took a big step 
up the rankings by winning 
three matches in qualifying and 
one in the main draw. 


BOXING 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Amateur ranks salute Ali 


The dtyof Louisville welcomed 
home its most beloved son this 
week to inaugurate an interna- 
tional amateur tournament feat 
bears his name. 

Slowly, Muhammad Ali 
rose, smiled and rang the ring- 
tide befl three times to signal die 
opening of the first Muhammad 
Ali Cup International Ama- 
teur Challenge at the Com- 
monwealth Convention Center. 

Members of the 21 countries 
represented in the event 
marched into the arena bearing 
the fla ps of their home nations. 

The event is expected to 
raise more than Sim (£600,000) 
for a planned Ali museum and 
education center in Louisvill&. It 
also, will help determine mem- 
bers of the US team that will 
compete at the World Champ- 
ionships in Budapest, Hungary, 
in October. ' 


Anwar Chowdhry, president 
of the International Amateur 
Boxing Association, said: “We 
are proud to be here on this 
unique occasion - a boxing 
competition in the name of the 
greatest of the great boxers 
the world has ever produced. It 
is my wish and desire that this 
tournament should become an 
annual feature.” 

Nearly 100 boxers from 
more than 20 nations are to 
compete in the tournament, 
including the United Slates 
team’s top-ranked boxers in 1 1 
of 12 weight classes. 

The week will be capped by 
a tribute to amateur boxing, fea- 
turing the first appearance of 
Mike Tyson and Evander Holy- 
field together since their heavy- 
weight title fight in June in 
which Tyson was disqualified for 
twice biting Holyfield on the ear. 


ICE HOCKEY 


All-Stars take on the rest 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of times in 75 
years that the grass on 
Wimbledon^ Centre Court 
has been reused The gass 
was bsdy torn up 
this year's tournament, 
one of the wettest in his- 
tory, so some speciafy 
grown two-year-old tun 
from Yorkshire has been 
transplanted to SW1B 


The National Hockey League's 
All-Star game this season will 
have an international flavour 
with the North American All- 
Stare taking on the World All- 
Stnrs. 

The game will be played on 
Sunday IS January in Vancou- 
ver, just three weeks before 
many of the same players com- 
pete in the Winter Olympics in 
Nagano, Japan. 

Eight countries will be rep- 
resented on the Woiid All- 
Stars ballot - the Czech 
Republic, Finland, Germany, 
Latvia, Russia, Slovakia. Swe- 
den and Ukraine- 

A total of 102 players appear 
on the AD -Star ballot. "The New 


Jersey Devils have the most can- 
didates on the ballot with five. 
Their goalkeeper, Martin 
Brodeur. the defenders Scott 
Stevens and Scott Niederroay- 
er, the centre Doug Gflmour 
and the winger Bill Guerin are 
the Devils listed. 

San Jose's Mike Vfcrnon and 
Edmonton’s Curtis Joseph, two 
of i he NHEs top goalkeepers 
last season, were not among the 

six keepers listed on the ballot 
Vernon led Detroit to the Stan- 
ley cup and won the Conn 
Smythe T-ophy os the play- 
off MVP, while Joseph was 
Canada’s top keeper last year 
in the World Cup of Hockey 
tournament. 


American football 
NFL: Dales 21 RhiacMphia 20. 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Chicago Wtvto So* 
aCl a wB la nd B; Anaheim 3 Kansu City 2; 
CMdondSDwoftS; Mwaukm i Boston 2; 
Texas i kArrasota fl; Seattle 3 Toronto 2; 
Baltimore Z New Wrt Yankees 8 
NATIONAL LEAGU& Colorado 4 Atlanta 0; 
CSncbmati 6 RAHWpNa 4: Chicago Cubs 3 
Hosbugfi 2; a Lous V San 0«flO 4; Now 
Ytrt Mbs 1 Montreal 0; Florida 5 San Fran- 
dsco 4; Los Angotoe 4 Houston 3 (lO'nrtngs). 

Basketball 

London Towers have signed 23-year- 
o!d Engteh guard Andrew Brook tal- 
lowing his graduation (ram Emory 
Hddb Cotegein George USA, riiere 
he averaged 18 points e gama 

Boxing 

Robert McCracken, the Common- 
wealth middewettit c hampi on, is to 
. contest a Ante elrrinator for the World 
Basing CotncH world title after he 
knocked out die American Joe 
Stevens after just 100 seconds of the 
first round h Maryland at toe weekend 
He w8 now meat Stephan WBett in an 
efiminaJor with the warmer facing Ktf- 
Holmes, the WBC worid champiors. 

Cricket 

Somerset ere to enforce an alcohol 
ben for thokchamptonship match with 
Glamorgan starting at Taunton to- 
rnorrtM 

The Glamorgan opener StBve James 
has won the T9GT7 Player of the Year 
award at the annual Professional 
Cricketers: Association awards. 

Next year* ComfTKmwBalth Games 
cricket tournament, which wffl go 
ahead vrfthoteEngi^ and Wfest Eh 
det, could be weakened further sire* 
AustraSa and Pakistan may sand A 
teams because of ihe Beefy dash with 
Austrafisb tour to Ftalastan. 

SECOtOU CHAUPKMSMP Priori *7* 
tbrM£ CM IMtonfc Lanes 4te to 6 dec jp 
DuSydaBL P C Mekeowi », s p ■Taarad sh: 
lafcttMretlra 1» <A HH9B Be and SB tv SP 

tsssssssssa^ 

Dirii KMvCarbrtgsrte unaMvvSia- 
LksuMA v S&kriBlttt liddtttt v 
tented*** Utxx GCm to VflMw v NonhQ- 

hwrat«Nori*v0i*tmStf^ 

write Sonwwv Nwheria refe. Sonny 
WswidsHwvfbnd Mach- 
«rotopltHd23or»Jkne Second raw* 
Dorm arT5rpri*B * Cheehra or Eww . 
taamoman or Bedtadehra » leau uMro or 
fetionEhte GJouwfflwsrtrB orNontainxcn- 


Equescrianism 
Simon Biooks-VfertL drectcr of the Roy- 
al ^ Whdsor Horse Shown reacted anorty 
to yesterdays news that the 1998 
British Nations Cup wH return to Hck- 
stead. Windsor staged the contest at 
sfxxtnatfcslhisyBar.BfBrthefretHfcfc- 
stead meeting was cancefccl and It was 
a great success. ■Memories are ex- 
tremefy short.* BrooteAMid said of the 
British Show Jumping Association^ 
Executive C o mmitt e e, which decides 
on the Nations Cup usnua 

Football 

Bi Fotherbjc the former Leeds chair- 
man, has resigned after 18 years on 
the board at EBand Road to Maw oth- 
er Interests 

David Lbyct the new owner oT hU City, 
yesterday took owsr as chairmen of tee 
Tftird Division dub following the res- 
ignation at Tin WSby 
FUCAWUMGPBHMLgCrePrHg^MHBtdfc- 
MM! Sow 30 Har. Itandweftx Unfed v Btaefc- 
birn Ffcwora (tram Su 29 Kta). Tlj» 20 Jan: 
LfMipaal vNMicas0»(fraiiSui3l 
• MONDAY’S UCTE RESULTS: SgcoWi IWi 

1 1 Broop Sfac Ih*xnw» 1 r~" 1 


lOtti dm of IS i**j£#iafcj (Mnft boM 
axrtftSj; 


,IO- 


iiwnnca Ombfeiadon FMCMWor W 


" 

M ttortM »«-»*». Hanom absent*. 


aa5ttt5KBBa_gja 

ES Lingua Pramtar DMstan POnMraa 4 
rticknalgFlta mdt^17 Wfarid g w aptonnip 
(EgypQ ijnailnHinBt Egypt 1 S|jaki 2. 

Golf 

Cambridge's Russell Ctaydon wtfl 
make hte En^and debut in the Alfred 
DurrtCUiatStAnckewsanW-lSCto- 
tober. The 31-yoar-old }c*TS Lao Wtest- 
wood and Mark James because Mck 
FMdo has, far the fourth successive 
year, decided not to pfey 
ALFRED nirtHUL CUP 
15-1S Oetoberi: AraaMfei 

SSaaeRfisStitt 

woo® Ran Mac Far* Fdwa J*n 

ten d# VeuA Gamy (Aiaundw Cegko. 

K litfiBW LBig Fw* MoMot Scotfand (Gor- 
don Brand Coin Manmomaria Raymond 
nusHft South AMa Bt, OwS Fnat, 
fSSgooomA Soitei Korea (KvnjKnk-aaari. 

Bden UouAn Hseoarm PaMMr 
Ffei®v*4lSKaH^ 


Tennis 

Morocco caJd be kicked out of the 


raa! Named pofccs for the dociston. 
The Internatio na l Tennis Federfflkxi 
said thB Davis Cup Committee would 
discuss any sanctions to be taken 
against Morocco el its next schecUed 
meeting 7 October in London. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 

Forshaw’s dreams 
come true 


Mike Fbrshaw, who was ploying 
second XV rugby union ar Sara- 
cens a few months ago. had a 
double cause for celebration 
over his dramatically revived 
league career yesterday. 

The Bradford Bulls' sec- 
ond-row was named in both 
Great Britain's “train on” squad 
for the series against Australia 
and in the Dream Team based 
on form in Super League this 
season. Thai was despite the 
former Wigan, Wakefield and 
Leeds player not arriving at 
Odsal until May. 

“lb be honest, be has done 
even better than I though 1 he 
would,” the Bulls' coach, 
Matthew Elliott, said. “He ar- 
rived as a player with a good 
work ethic, but there were one 
or two aspects of his game that 
needed attention and he 
addressed them immediately. 

“I'm pleased and proud for 
him, but there is a lot of im- 
provement left in him yet.” 

Foishaw only played a hand- 
ful of first-team games for Sara- 
cens. “I went because I was fed 


up at Leeds at the time, but I 
didn’t particularly enjoy it at 
Saracens,” he said. “I think you 
have to be brought up in the 
game. When I arrived at Brad- 
ford, my only objective was to 
hold my place in the team. I think 
I have benefited from playing 
with such good players and 
maturing myself as a player.” 

Following Bradford’s Pre- 
miership defeat by Castleford 
on Sunday, Forehaw is joined in 
Great Britain's cumulative 
squad by five of his Bulls team- 
mates. Leeds also have six in the 
squad, including the versatile 
young forward Terry Newton 
and the winger Paul Sterling, 
who has been enjoying an In- 
dian summer al the age of 33. 

The London Broncos' sea- 
soned internationals, Shaun Ed- 
wards and Martin Offiah, are 
included, as are five players from 
Salford, win had such a goad first 
season in Super League. The 
Dream Team is dominated by 
Bradford players, with another 
four alongside Fbrshaw. 

- Dove Hodffeld 


GOLF 


Martin out of Masters 


Miguel Angel Martin, out of ac- 
tion since 18 July and dropped 
from Europe’s Ryder Cup 
team, has withdrawn from this 
week’s OnelOne British Masters 
at the Forest of Arden. 

The 35-year-old, replaced by 
Jose Maria Olazabai as the last 
automatic qualifier, had fought 
for a delay in the decision to axe 
him But having rejected an or- 
der from the Ftyder Cup com- 
mittee to attend a fitness test on 
his injured left wrist two weeks 


ago. he failed his own one in 
Madrid on Monday. “I tried to 
hit balls but couldn't doit prop- 
erty," he said. 

Martin added that be may 
still come to the Forest of Arden 
to attend a meetingThe tour's 
tournament committee meets to- 
day and the Frenchman Jean 
\fan de Velde has said he wants 
the matter discussed. Martin's 
lawyers are in the process of a 
claim for compensation for loss 
of potential earnings. 


MOTOR RACING 


Coulthard called to testify 


The lawyer defending Frank 
Williams against charges of 
manslaughter over the death of 
Ayrton Senna has called for 
David Coulthard to give his tes- 
timony Mien the trial resumed 
in Italy yesterday. 

Oreste Domini oni called for 
Coulthard, a former Williams 
driver now with McLaren, be- 
cause he believes that a state- 
ment given by the Scot 
contradicts one made by Italy's 
former Formula One driver 


Michele Alboreto yesterday 
over the amount of flexing of 
the steering wheeL 

Alboreto told the court that 
he believed mechanical failure 
caused the crash. 

“On that bend, you don’t go 
off unless there's a mechanical 
failure," Alboreto said. “Hav- 
ing seen the pictures from Sen- 
na’s car. I'm even more 
convinced it was a technical 
problem which caused the 
crash” 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


STONES WB7 DREAM TEAM: 
tord): RoHnxon (Wtai 
Hun to { a Hetena XSuBWMpt KteBn^BwBay 
[Bi flrtlw L SWIh (Wlasrt; Pn m ft i u < (Sntflgn 

CHEAT BRITAIN TRAIN-ON SQUAD AOM- 
TXJNSj Bradford Bofcc ftwkaw, McOffliTwa 
Loom. McNa ma ra. Sea l — . Sprue* London 
Braocw: Edtwnta, Offiah. SAorcfc BUttloy; 
McAnfc Bioadbant. Budfauv. Kbyte LmxJr 
CUWTtna RmeA Hnb, Morton tenon, Stiatno 
MONDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Stoma Pram- 
Mnittp Ouartar-flnafc VWpw 3a Leeds 22. 

Rugby Union 

MONDAY'S LATE RESULT! RopreMntaftn 
mte Cornual 34 Cnm&myB VteWi XV 4A 

Sumo 

AUTUMN GRAND TOURNAMENT. JWggi 


Football 

730 unless date* 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS' LEAGUE 
GROUP A 

Gelotoaoray v B Dortmund (MS) — 

Sparta PmpKi v Parma (7.45) 

CROUP a 

Kotiem v Manchester Utd (7-45) 

Juvontus v Foyonoord (7.45) 

GROUP C 

Newcastle v Barcelona (7.45). 


PSVSndhovenv Dinamo Klaw (745) — 
GROUP D 

Ofirmp M ms v Porto (745) — 

Real Madrid vR Trondheim (745) 

GROUP E 

Bayern Munich v Beafld&s (7.45) 

Parle SG v IFK Gothenburg (745) 

GROUP F 

Beyer Lawaric m en y Llerea (745) 

Sporting Lisbon v Monaco (745) 

COCA-COLA CUP 
SECOND ROUND HRST LEG 

Birmingham v SBtck pn it (7 AS) — 

BtKMwra v PhMkxt 

Grimsby vStwfMdWod (745) 

Leads v Bristol city (745) 

Noam FbmM v WUhH (745) . 


Soutrampton v Brentford (745). 
Tbtteafiem v Ceritab (745). 



NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

Nonrich V Chariton (7 AS) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
CHALLENGE CUP SEMI-FINAL. 

Morton v Quean of the Soutii. 

FA CUP Fhat quaHMng round replays: 
Baanglon terin v axaoough: St Helens 
Tour v Gram Ftewood Tbwrv ConwJl v Lan- 
cek C0y. LWOhomplon^ T &mi v Mute* [7AS9; 
Wttnay Tbnn v teCNtlmm (745T 
UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier D Melon: 
Bootor ind v Hyde Utd FhstDMsteuBratl- 
fero Paito Arams v Lxcctn UW. Ftt^ayCMs 
vFfedon 

OR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier DfvMwc 
LncnonM v Sttingpouma. 
WINSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE: Corlntiten 
vSuuenbyFUmaes (74^. Leegue Cup: snap- 
pay LRd v CmdoiiM 

UHLSPOHT UNTTED COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier DMstan: Stamford v Spoteig 


SCREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE Praralir Dk 
vMon: Thorton Town v Chord teen, 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Dhrlekm: Brigg Town v Hatfield 
Mete Sheffield v Habit 
JEWSON EASTStN LEAGUE Premier Di- 
vision: Sohatn Tbwn Renaars v Bey 'toem 
(Z49; Stennartw! TWn v Fflbaaowe rtai and 
ibren (745). 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First DtvtakMr. Seaham Red Slur v 
RTM Newcastle 

NATIONWIDE IRISH GOLD CUP Rnt 
round: BMydara Comrades v Batymena, 
Omagh v CwomEa 

PONTTNS LEAGUE Rnt DMsIon: Man- 
Owstor Cay vVltalvaa (04a Second DhWon: 
litxtn Oly v ter* (7X9; Bbokpoal vShefflsti 
Utd (70) 

AVON MSURAMCE COMESNATION Hrai B- 
vMon: Luton v Crystal Palace [20|, WittarJ 
v Southampton (W Northmoody 

Rugby League 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Royal Navy v 
BARLA Greai Brtaki Under- 21 (UK* (MUST 
Ponsmouify. 

Speedway 

7 'JO unto* saiod 

ELITE LEAGUE: Bmdtotd v EastMuna: 
KhgJ»lym*Cowrtry(745);R»ia»B0te\A* 
PRBWER LEAGUE: Hufl « Ednbugh. 
CHALLENGE: Long Eaton v Nottneham OuL 
feavfZ4£» 

Hockey 

JUNIOR WORLD CUP Finals: Pbkbtan if 
Ebypt (nx$: England v Japan (J30); Arowtets 
vQvmrw HD) ; Cuba tr Australa (30) tat N»- 
Bonal Snouti, MUon koynes). 

Ice hockey 

BENSON AND HEDGES CUP: Cardtil Dav- 
ta«&BcknelBeea(7H; Paterborau 
vSkxJEh Jats (730); Tdfanrngara vl 
Cobras pO). 

Other sports 

TENNIS: LA Satsate (Hul) 


i^teahTU- 




lordd*a * Nottoli or Dwtnm SBw Cortiaa 
Vtete«ftewfwwt*avSomBrt«or!*etiar- 
tande Swtendor WbraastantPa v DarfesMe 
or Cudbedant WtewWohm or Mend v Kent 
orantJridQBsHre.MJeheslobapbyVdB^)'. 

Cycling 

TDUROFKWIN lidt stage (AteanteMaJa to 

SSSAKAaiBSK 


(Bad Fama Juttin Laana .. 
OUBanLaaI>BbM{feny JoNwre, Uatlb 

Nutty. MckPricel- 
Motor radng 

Emetscn RttipaW has bean rafeasad 
from the hospital following back 
surgsry, and the chan^tion dnvw has 
rented to Florida tx a lang recovery 

Rugby League 
Chris Thorman, a scnan-half with the 
jurtor dub Hswcastle Emlw, has be- 
tana the first pfeyer 

■»!«* raMhar L MU ■ ia U 1M1II UBBin 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Carling Premiership 

1 Aston Via v Derby 1 

2 Baton v Manetottv Utd 2 

3 Everton v Barnsley — 1 

4 Leeds v Leicester — 1 

5 Sheffield VtednescMy v Coventry X 

5 Southonpton v Liverpool .... 2 

7 Tbttanftam v Btackbum X 

SVtesfHwnvNsweasaB 1 

BWanbtedonv Crystal Palace 1 

Ptaylnfl Sunday: ChetewvAreefM. 

Nationwide Football 
League Hirst Division 

10 Crjme v Qyoerft Park Rangers .^..2 

11 Ipswich vStokft 1 

12 ManchasterCity vNonrteh 1 

13 NHUsstRxjgh v Bbrntaghom — ~.~1 

14 Nottingham Forest v Portsmouth _1 

15 Oxford Lftri v Sheffield Utd 2 

IB Bert Vtafe V Bury-.—. 1 

17 Stockport v Huddorafleld 

lesundatandvWolvM X 

1#Th«nmere vfiaxfinfl 1 

20 Vteet Bromwich v Swindon, 


Ptayteg Sunday: Chwion yawtiordOtyL 


Second Division 

21 BteApod V OMiam JC 

22 Bristol Qtyv Bournemouth .1 

23 Burnley V Preston 2 

24 Cartala v Plymouth 1 

25 Chasarteld v Bristol Rovras „_T 

26 GanghHm v Wftttard 2 

Z7Grimd>yviawal X 

. 28 Luton v Wwthtvn — 1 

29 Northampton v Wigan 1 

30 Soutfiend * Wham 2 

31 Wataal vTbric 1 

Ptaylng Friday: Brenrtwtl v WycomDei 

Third Division 

32 Barnet v Scunthorpe 1 

33 Doncaatar v CambrkjgB J2 

34 Easttrvftothoftwm 1 

35 Uncoki v CanHt X 

35 Mansfield v Chester 1 

37 Peaerboroudi v Leyton Orierd ,1 

38 Rochdale vHufOty „.1 

38 Scaitwough v MacdaafieH 1 

Also p laying (not on coupons): Dortng- 
tan y HartfipooL Shrewatwry v Nods 
Crartty Swansea vCotehetter.Tyquayv 


Bell's Scottish Le^ue 
Premier Division 

40C«NcvAhentaen 1 

41 -DuTtenrana v Khnamoch »1 

42 Hearts v Dundn Uld .X 

43 tUhratnl v hfiasrean X 

448tJ0Metanav Rangers 2 

'fToying Sunday (poo* flttetcste 

First; Division 

«5^rvRatth ,_.1 

<t Dundee v Hann o n 1 

47 Mdrtt a St Mnen X 

48 Part* v Uonen-.- -JC 

40 String Al»nvMdrio„, 2 

Also pioykiQ (not on coupon*); Socond 0*- 
vWore ayrta v BraetthTCNdebti* w Swv 
hHaentic Ew* Fite v Diffusion. Eortar * 
Strenmei Queen U ffia Soum v tanemeBS CT. 
ThWDMstetAUcnvAbaAfbrataiifDiiTv- 
harm East fififtv y Moreosa OieeNe ftark 
* Ccwearbam. was Couriy v Benm*. 
Four dram TbUenhem y BtektiuRt Suv 
dartekl v WNi«« utceta v CanW Motner- 


Rvei 


r utd. Oueem para 


ow Manctu 

. HSwm, Rangers. AMte 
Tea hn m ae: Laada. Whet Hem. Manchester 
Cte Wtietaonwfctt BNUOte CTiaei 
Bemet, Peterborough. Celtic. Dwidea 
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RUGBY UNION 


AMERICAN FOOTBALL 


Woodward 
finally given 
the reins 
for England 


Clive Woodward’s 
appointment as 
England's new rugby 
coach finally won official 
approval yesterday. Chris 
Hewett sees the curtain 
come down on a long- 
running sporting farce 


More leaks chan a John Ic 
Cane novel, mote false starts 
than an Olympic 100 metre fi- 
nal. The bizarre kerfuffle sur- 
rounding (he most important 
job in English rugby is over at 
last and. when die legion of 
players summoned to today's 
opening training session of the 
season converge on Bisham 
Ahhey, they will find Clive 
Woodward waiting to welcome 
(hem. 

The worst-kept secret in 
top-level sport finally made it 
into the public domain yester- 
day afternoon when the Rugby 
Football Union confirmed the 
former Leicester. England and 
Lions centre as its first full-time 
coach on a salary thought to be 
in the region of £150.000 a 
year. Roger Uttley will, as ex- 
pected, manage the side. Both 
men have signed thrcc-year 
contracts taking them up to and 
beyond the 1999 World Cup. 

Having failed to lure Gra- 
ham Henry, the successful 
Auckland coach, and Ian 
McGccchan, the mastermind of 
the Lions' triumph over the 
Springboks during the sum- 
mer. the RFU turned to Wood- 
ward. only to find itself bogged 
down in protracted negotia- 
tions with bis club, Bath. The 
contractual obstacles played 
hawc with the RFU’s timescale 

- it had planned to finalise iLs 
appointments three weeks ago 

- and it was only on Monday- 
night that the last lingering is- 
sues were solved. 

Woodward, who had initial- 
ly insisted on honouring his 
Bath deal, said yesterday: “The 
chance of coaching England was 
one I just couldn't turn down. 
The support I’ve had from Bath 
has been superb.” But the West 
Country club made it clear that 
they would have preferred to 
keep their man. "We're ex- 
tremely disappointed to lose 
Clive's services.” said Tony 
Swift, the chief executive. “We 
would not have released him for 
any other ink." 

Bath haw been compensat- 
ed for their inconvenience - the 


figure remains confidential but 
is thought to be in excess of 
£100,000. However, similar fi- 
nancial considerations have 
prevented the RFL> naming 
Woodward’s colleagues on the 
new coaching panel. John 
Mitchell of Sale and Rob Smith 
of Wasps remain favourites. 

The current England cap- 
tain, Phil de Glanvfile. was 
quids to endorse the appoint- 
ment of the man who he ad- 
mired at Bath. 

“We are all delighted for 
Clive at Bath. We wish him welL 
He inherits an England rugby 
squad that is in a state of health, 
but there is a need to progress 
and it is up to Clive and his team 
to take things further and keep 
the success going. 

“He was great for us in bis 
brief term at Bath. We needed 
an outside point of view and 
Clive had forthright opinions. 
He is a deep thinker with nov- 
el ideas, but nothing is cast in 
stone. He is prepared to listen 
and has a stimulating view 
about playing the game and the 
England squad need to be re- 
ceptive and positive. 

“As a schoolboy I saw him 
play for England at centre- the 
position I have occupied - and 
be was tremendously skilful” 

Woodward’s former Leices- 
ter and England centre partner 
Paul Dodge described die new 
national coach as “adventur- 
ous”. “He is certainly one of the 
more adventurous coaches 
around.” Dodge said. “But well 
have to see how Give copes at 
international levcL It is certainly 
a big step up for him, and it will 
be interesting to see wh3t 
emerges in terms of team se- 
lection and England's playing 
style. Hc^ always believed in the 
15-man game. Give’s record 
certainly speaks for itself.” 

Meanwhile, the directors of 
the Heincken Cup will meet in 
emergency session later today 
to discuss the implications of 
Sunday night's bar-room brawl 
between players from Brivo 
and Pontypridd. Officials of 
both clubs have been told to file 
reports on the incident, which 
put three Frenchmen in hospi- 
tal and three Welshmen before 
u prosecuting magistrate. 

Drive's official request to 
have Saturday's match with 
Bath postponed will also he dis- 
cussed. Bath have reacted an- 
grily and insisted that the fixture 
go ahead as scheduled. 

The ruthless Woodward ney, 
page 31 







Em mitt Smith, the Dallas Cowboys running back, powers on d es pite the dose a tte n tions of William Thomas, of the Philadelphia Eagles Photograph: Step! 

Miller’s leap and Hutton’s fumble see Dallas through 


Pho to g ra ph: Stephen Dunrt/AHsport 


Anthony MQlcr leaped to catch 
a 14-yard touchdown pass bum 
Troy Aikman with 51 seconds 
left on Monday night as the 
Dallas Cowboys rallied from a 
two-touchdown deficit to a 21- 
20 victory over the Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

Even then, the Eagles could 
have stolen the game with a 
22-yard field goal, but they 
made a bash of it. Tun Hutton, 
holding for Chris BonioL fum- 
bled the snap, tried to run with 
it, and was tackled by Deion 
Sanders in a bizarre finish. 

TV Dclmcr hit Freddie 
Solomon with a 46-yard pass to 
the Dallas fivc-vard line with 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


four seconds to play. The Ea- 
gles, who had driven from their 
own 16 foOcwing MiDer's touch- 
down, called their final timeout. 

it seemed Boniol, a former 
Cowboy, could not miss, con- 
sidering he had made 46 con- 
secutive field goals from the 
35-yard line or closer. The snap 
was perfect; the hold was not. 

Aikman, bounded all night 
by a tough pass rush, took (he 
Cowboys 62 yards in seven 
plays for the winning touch- 
down. A fourth -down pass 
interference call on Charles 
Dimry set Dallas up at the 
Philadelphia 45. Replays 
showed the ball was tipped by 


FOOTBALL 


the Eagles lineman Mike 
Mamula and that should have 
negated the call 

Then Aikman, who had 
been booed in the Gist half, 
connected with the tight end 
Eric Bjornson on a diving 24- 
yard completion to the Philadel- 
phia 17. Two plays later. Miller 
grabbed the ball away from 
safety Tim Wilson in the back 
of the end zone. 

The Eagles comeihack, Bob- 
by Taylor, produced 10 points 
with Uindside blitzes of Aikman 
that caused fumbles. Detmer 
threw a touchdown pass and 
Boniol kicked two field goals as 
the Eagles scented an upset. 


Dallas, who had rallied from 
a 17-3 deficit in the second quar- 
ter, drove to the Philadelphia 
three-yard line late in the fourth 
quarter but Emmitt Smith was 
stopped on a third -and-fo or 
play. Dallas had to settle for 
Richie Cunningham's fifth field 
goal to cut the Eagles’ lead to 
20-15 with 5min 2&ec left 
Ray Farmer recovered a 
fumble by Aikman on tme of the 
hits at the Dallas 45, setting up 
Boniol’s 49-yard fidd goaL Bo- 
niol hit a 44-yard field goaf ear- 
ly in the fourth period for a 20-9 
lead. Thykir struck again in the 
first quarter, only this time the 
Eagles cashed Aibnan’s fumble 


into a 37-yard touchdown return 
by William Thomas. 

The Eagles led 17-6 at half- 
time with the only offensive 
touchdown of the first 30 min - 
utes coming when the rookie 
tight end Chad Lewis escaped 
for a 12-yard touchdown pass 
from Detmer with 931 left. 

Dallas blew a 15-point lead 


to Arizona last week and the 
Eagles upset Green Bay 10-9. 

The Dallas offensive lineman 
Larry Allen pulled a hamstring 
and die defensive lineman Chad 
Hennings a groin, with both 
missing the second half. The 
cornerback Troy Vincent missed 
the second half for the Eagles 
with a shoulder injury. 
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Dortmund feel the heat 


ACROSS 

Set off for school in 


5 Book Three's about a 
Rrraan queen (6) 

9 Girl originally plump 
confined to \kme (8) 

10 Houses belonging to 
rtiurchmon's estates (6) 

12 He is late in canving 
dark, strong ale (5-6) 

15 Helping mostly with 
vorrespo odencc (5) 

17 Wom-out spouse in 
deadlock (9) 

18 Oct update, perhaps, of 


palace revolution (4,5) 

19 Old ascetic, a bit snort, 
has to cat abroad (5) 

20 Unusual Ifehran mania 
for describing never-fad- 
ing bloomers? (11) 


24 This artist got it right 
with a circle (6) 

25 Rev up ? (3-5) 

26 Guaru despatched by 
rail (6) 

27 Strained puddings must 
he sent hock (S) 

DOWN 

1 Energy English cad used 
up in corrupt behaviour 

<«i 

2 Nothing impetuous 
here, notwithstanding 
having hawk in support 

(7-3) 

3 Musical ensemble in 
which all fasted, we hear 

4 Christie’s work at 
Prometheus Unbound? 

<3.9) 


6 Deep breath? {3-o) 

7 Army entertainer? (4) 

S Remainder of holidav 

(4) 

II The case for arms limi- 
tation ( 12) 

13 R)rt of teal smiles all 
over the place ( 10) 

14 Came up again with 
harness fitted with air- 
holes ( 10) 

16 Mr. Quelch was such a 
good painter? (3,6) 

21 Shelter of red skms. 
say? Not necessarily (5) • 

22 Long rime is grand in 


23 Twelve in Japanese dra- | 
ma currently being ‘ 

staged (4) " 


The reigning champions 
of Europe, Borussia 
Dortmund, face a 
daunting trip to Turkey 
as they start the defence 
of their crown. Transfers, 
injuries and suspensions 
have weakened the 
Germans, who are 
feeflng the weight of 
expectation. Tommy 
Stanlfbrth reports 

Borussia Dortmund travel to 
Galatasaray in their opening 
Champions' League match to- 
day wiihooi the two players who 
scored the goals that w on them 
the European Cup last May. 

Karlheinz Riwfle is now at 
Liverpool and Lars Rkken is 
suspended, but the biggest 
headache for the new coach. 
Ncvio Scala, may be the absence 
of Matthias Sammer, the in- 
ternational defender who plays 
such an important part in the 
Dortmund gamgplan. 

Scaia’s problems do not end 
there, however, as Stefan Reuter 
and Andreas MoDer are also in- 
jured. while Paukj Sousa is sus- 
pended. With the core of the 
side missing ft is little wonder 


that Dortmund have not made 
the best start to the Bundestiga. 
Sixth after six matches is not the 
form of European champions 
and the pressure of expectation 
is dearly starting to tetL 

But Ottmar Hitzfeld, the 
man who coached the dub to 
victory over Juventus in May be- 
fore becoming the dob’s di- 
rector of sport is keen to try to 
pot their task this season into 
some perspective. 

“We are among the 
favourites because we won the 
Cup last season, but we don't 
have the history and the expe- 
rience of success that chibs like 
Real Madrid, Juv earns or 
Barcelona have. Tb win a com- 
petition like the Champions* 
League, you need consistency 
and yon need to be able to rely 
crayon best players. At the mo- 
ment, we can’t but it’s only start- 
ing.” he said. 

While the European Cup has 
never been easy to win, the sea- 
son it win be more difficult than 
ever with a competition ex- 
panded to 24 dobs and indud- 
ing some of last season’s 
runners-up. Only the six group 
winners are guaranteed a place 
m the quart^firuds next spring, 
with the best two second-placed 
teams joining them. 


Galatasaray's Romanian 
midfielder Gfaeorgbe Hagi is in 
□o doubt that Dortmund arc fal- 
lible and believes the TUrkish 
cham pi on s can win. “We are in 
a difficult group, but we really 
want to get through to the quar- 
ter-finals and we have the pow- 
er to achieve chat,” Hagi said. 

But Galatasaray are not 
without their problems as the 
team's trio of Romanian in- 
ternational nridfiddets win be 
broken up by the absence of Ju- 
lian Ftlipescn, carried off with 
a calf injury during a.2-1 win over 
lowly Antalyaspor at the week- 
end. Indeed, die Istanbul side 
has not had die best start to the 
season, tangtiishmg in - for 
them -a lowly fifth position and 
losing out 3-1 to arch cross-town 
rivals Fenerbabce last week. 

As always, though, Galata- 
saray will be rdying on the in- 
famous atmosphere of their 
Aii Sami Yen stadium which 
worked in intimidating teams 
such as Manchester United and 
Paris St-Germain. 

“They wifi be^very intense 
atmosphere for the Dortmund 
game, butwe w® reaBy need the 
backing of our supporters. With 
their help well bring a smile to 
Turkey,” said Galatasaray’s top 
goal scorer. Hakaa Sukur. 
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Swiss Watchmakers since 1865 

Available at. selected branches of 
the Goldsmiths Group, one of 
the country's leading quality 
jewellers with over 125 branches 
nationwide. 

a 

G OL-DS M-l-TH-S «&. W-ALK.ER & HALL 


Kmoramcj 


For your nearest stockist call. FREE 
on 0800 Goldsmiths (0800 465376) 










